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OROVILLE REPORT:  
Independent analysis 
blames dam’s design,  
construction flaws for re-
cent spillway failure / A5

INSIDE

Pence cautions North Korea

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

From left, Jacob Mitchell, Emi Nomura, Kail Gibson and Zach Schieberl discuss their senior AP economics classwork Monday at Technology High 
School in Rohnert Park. In the background is instructor Matt Zwinge. 

Graduation rates on rise

Latino students, in particular, continue to narrow the achievement gap

Police 
auditor’s 
findings 
crypitcs

The Santa Rosa Police De-
partment is changing how it 
conducts its internal personnel 
investigations, from allegations 
of  officer misconduct to use of  
force, as part of  a push by a ci-
vilian auditor hired by the city 
to improve its police services.

Based on the recommendation 
of  the auditor, Palo Alto-based 
attorney Bob Aaronson, the de-
partment has created a new pro-
fessional standards unit to con-
duct the most serious internal 
investigations, a move designed 
to build a layer of  separation be-
tween officers and supervisors 
investigating their actions and 
to promote more thorough re-
views into incidents.

Aaronson has been working 
behind the scenes at the depart-
ment for about 16 months and 
today will present to the City 
Council a report on his work, 
a first glimpse of  what inde-
pendent police oversight might 
provide the city. His 17-page re-
port gives little detail about the 
personnel investigations he’s 
reviewed and what they reveal 
about the department. 

The creation of  a professional 
standards unit was his strongest 
recommendation. 

“I think the department is 
doing really well, but there are 
some real challenges in front of  
it. Some of  the challenges are 
internal, some of  the challenges 
are external,” Aaronson said. 

While Aaronson described 
how he spent his time over the 
past year — about 66 hours rid-
ing with officers in the field, re-

High school graduation rates have 
reached a new high in Sonoma Coun-
ty, topping the state average, as gaps in 
achievement between white and Latino 
students continues to narrow.

A record 84 percent of  Sonoma County 
high school students graduated with their 
class last year, an increase of  1.5 percent-
age points from the previous year, accord-
ing to new data released by the California 
Department of  Education. 

Statewide, 83 percent of  students gradu-

ated with their class. 
 “This is welcome news and shows that 

our efforts to improve the high school 
graduation and college-going rates for 
local students are paying off,” Sonoma 
County schools Superintendent Steve 
Herrington said in a statement.

The graduation rate for Latino students 
 — a group that now makes up 45 percent 
of  students enrolled in Sonoma County 
public schools —  rose to 81 percent last 
year, a two-point jump from the previous 
year and one point over the state’s current 
average.

“This is encouraging progress,” Her-

rington said. “While disparities in the 
achievement gap remain, these new 
graduation rates show that we’re on the 
right track with our efforts to ensure all 
students succeed.”

While encouraging, the upswing isn’t 
a total surprise. Graduation rates have 
been steadily climbing in Sonoma Coun-
ty, rising 10 percentage points over the 
past seven years. The rate among Latino 
students in the county has increased even 
faster, rising more than 15 points during 
that period. As a result, the achievement 

BEIJING — Vice President 
Mike Pence warned North Ko-
rea on Monday not to test U.S. 
resolve, but he also raised the 
possibility that the Trump ad-
ministration could pursue talks.

The message, delivered by 

Pence on a visit to South Korea 
that included a stop at the De-
militarized Zone that divides 
the Korean Peninsula, showed 
that the administration, while 
talking tough, was not ruling 
out negotiations.

North Korea should not test 
“the strength of  the armed forc-
es of  the United States in this 
region,” Pence said in Seoul, 
the capital of  South Korea. Yet, 
he also noted that Washington 
was seeking security “through 
peaceable means, through nego-

tiations.”
Though North Korea re-

frained from detonating a nucle-
ar device and saw another mis-
sile test fail this weekend, the 
Trump administration has not 
yet found a way around the lim-
ited options against the North 
that constrained his predeces-
sors and put it on the path to be-
coming a nuclear power.

President Donald Trump 
essentially has three choices: 

At DMZ, vice president’s 
words blend threat with  
offer of negotiations
By JANE PERLEZ
NEW YORK TIMES
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Aaronson cites need 
to lower ‘error rate’ but 
won’t say what’s wrong
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Vice President 
Mike Pence, 
left, is briefed 
by Gen. Vincent 
Brooks at the 
Demilitarized 
Zone near Pan-
munjom, South 
Korea.
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INSIDE
Rep. Mike 
Thompson calls 
for multilateral 
diplomacy / A3

France’s turn for Russian election meddling?

PARIS — The flagging, scan-
dal-plagued presidential cam-
paign of  François Fillon — a for-
mer prime minister of  France 
much liked by the Kremlin but 
not so much, it seems, by French 
voters — received a surprise lift 
late last month with a report 
that he had staged a remarkable 
recovery in opinion polls and 
was now leading the pack before 
voting this Sunday.

“The Return of  Fillon to the 

Head of  Opinion Polls,” declared 
the bold headline, contradicting 
other French polls suggesting 
that the onetime favorite had 
fallen to third or even fourth 
place as he battled corruption 
charges.

As it happens, Fillon’s lead in 
the polls existed only in a world 
of  alternative facts shared by 
the French-language service of  
Sputnik, a state-funded Russian 
news operation with the motto 
“Telling the Untold.”

For weeks, Sputnik and a 
second Russian outfit, the new 
French-language arm of  RT, a 
Kremlin-funded television sta-
tion, have published reports that 
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Presidential posters line a wall in the south of France. As France charges 
toward the presidential election, some are concerned with what they 
see as a replay of Russia’s interference in the U.S. election.

Pattern of fake news, 
hacking attacks mirrors 
US experience in 2016
By ANDREW HIGGINS
NEW YORK TIMES
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