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Former first lady Barbara Bush dies at age 92

HOUSTON — Barbara Bush, 
the snowy-haired first lady 
whose plainspoken manner and 
utter lack of  pretense made her 
more popular at times than her 
husband, President George H.W. 
Bush, died Tuesday, a family 
spokesman said. She was 92.

Mrs. Bush brought a grand-
motherly style to buttoned-down 
Washington, often appearing in 
her trademark fake pearl chok-
ers and displaying no vanity 
about her white hair and wrin-
kles.

“What you see with me is 
what you get. I’m not running 
for president — George Bush is,” 
she said at the 1988 Republican 
National Convention, where her 
husband, then vice president, 
was nominated to succeed Ron-
ald Reagan.

The Bushes, who were mar-

ried Jan. 6, 1945, had the longest 
marriage of  any presidential 
couple in American history. 
And Mrs. Bush was one of  only 
two first ladies who had a child 
who was elected president. The 
other was Abigail Adams, wife 
of  John Adams and mother of  
John Quincy Adams.

“I had the best job in Ameri-
ca,” she wrote in a 1994 memoir 
describing her time in the White 
House. “Every single day was in-
teresting, rewarding, and some-
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Former first 
lady Barbara 
Bush listens 
to a patient’s 
question during 
a visit to the 
Barbara Bush 
Children’s Hos-
pital at Maine 
Medical Center 
in Portland, 
Maine.  
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Matriarch known for 
plainspoken manner  
and grandmotherly style

CIA director met with Kim
CIA Director Mike Pompeo 

made a top-secret visit to North 
Korea over Easter weekend as 
an envoy for President Don-
ald Trump to meet with that 
country’s leader, Kim Jong Un, 

according to two people with di-
rect knowledge of  the trip.

The extraordinary meeting 
between one of  Trump’s most 
trusted emissaries and the au-
thoritarian head of  a rogue 
state was part of  an effort to 
lay the groundwork for direct 
talks between Trump and Kim 
about North Korea’s nuclear 

weapons program, according to 
the two people, who requested 
anonymity because of  the high-
ly classified nature of  the talks. 
The clandestine mission, which 
has not previously been report-
ed, came soon after Pompeo was 
nominated to be secretary of  
state.

“I’m optimistic that the Unit-
ed States government can set 
the conditions for that appropri-
ately so that the president and 
the North Korean leader can 

have that conversation will set 
us down the course of  achiev-
ing a diplomatic outcome that 
America so desperately - Amer-
ica and the world so desperately 
need,” Pompeo told the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee 
last week during his confirma-
tion hearing. 

Speaking at his Mar-a-Lago 
resort on Tuesday, Trump ap-
peared to allude to the extraor- The CIA director, left, one of President 

Trump’s most trusted emissaries, met 
with North Korea’s leader over Easter.

TOP-SECRET VISIT » Pompeo visited North Korean 
leader over Easter weekend as an envoy for Trump
By SHANE HARRIS, CAROL  
D. LEONNIG AND GREG JAFFE
WASHINGTON POST
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Julio Perez works on the construction of a new home on Willow Green Place on Wednesday in Larkfield. Sonoma County supervisors advanced an 
effort to present voters with a $300 million bond measure meant to help subsidize the construction of tens of thousands of new homes in the region.

Housing bond takes shape
SONOMA COUNTY » Supervisors advance efforts on $300 million 
ballot measure that would subsidize badly needed construction

Sonoma County supervisors on Tuesday 
advanced efforts to place on the November 
ballot a $300 million bond measure meant 
to help subsidize the construction of  tens 
of  thousands of  new homes in the region.

Policymakers, housing advocates and 
environmental leaders have aligned in 
support of  the proposed general obligation 

bond. They see it as crucial tool to speed 
recovery from the October wildfires, which 
destroyed nearly 5,300 homes in the county. 

The proposal, which awaits a final vote 
by the Board of  Supervisors this summer, 
would be patterned off similar efforts ap-
proved by voters in San Francisco, Santa 
Clara and Alameda counties to support af-
fordable housing development. 

“So many people my age, my generation, 
feel like they have no future in Sonoma 

County,” said Supervisor Lynda Hopkins, 
35, who is part of  the coalition working to 
bring the bond before voters. “I see them 
leave for other states … This is also true at 
the other end of  the age spectrum and with 
our senior community who increasingly 
feels like there’s not place left for them.”

Supporters hope the bond measure can 
be used to leverage more money at the state 

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“So many people … feel like they have no future in Sonoma County.”
LYNDA HOPKINS, Sonoma County supervisor, 35, who sees people her age, as well as the senior community, who can’t afford to live here

City 
weighs 
budget 
increase

Santa Rosa is proposing what 
is likely to be the single largest 
spending increase in its history 
as it grapples with the continued 
fallout of  the October wildfires 
and struggles to rebuild. 

City Manager Sean McGlynn 
and his finance team are prelim-
inarily proposing an increase of  
$62 million — or 16 percent — in 
next year’s budget, easily the 
sharpest increase in city spend-
ing in a decade and possibly ever. 

And, because it doesn’t have 
nearly that much of  a revenue 
boost heading its way, the city’s 
general fund is expected to take 
a $14.4 million hit, depleting re-
serves and darkening what was 
already a bleak budget picture. 

“Clearly we have some real 
challenges ahead,” Mayor Chris 
Coursey said. 

The city has implemented a 
hiring freeze in an effort to get 
control of  its budget, is search-
ing far and wide for all manner 
of  federal aid, and is planning 
polling to see what kind of  new 
taxes residents might support, 
McGlynn and his finance chief, 
Alan Alton, told the council 
Tuesday. 

McGlynn told the council the 
hiring freeze, which does not af-
fect the City Attorney’s Office, 
was to save money as much to 
ensure the council has some lee-
way in the budget process only 
now getting underway in ear-
nest. 

“If  we continue to hire, you 

SANTA ROSA » As area 
recovers from wildfires, 
an unprecedented hike
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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