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The media group that owns 
The Press Democrat announced 
Wednesday the company has 
repaid its investors and is now 
debt free, nearly seven years af-
ter a prominent group of  Sono-
ma County residents purchased 
the newspaper with a mission to 
restore local ownership.

Sonoma Media Investments 
assembled about $15 million 
in debt and equity funding in 
November 2012 to acquire The 
Press Democrat, Petaluma 
Argus-Courier and North 
Bay Business Journal for an 
undisclosed price from Florida-

based Halifax Media Group, 
according to Steve Falk, the 
company’s CEO. 

Eliminating that debt will 
allow the company to focus its 
financial resources on local 
journalism and community in-
volvement, Falk said.

“It’s an assurance that our 
focus on local journalism, lo-
cal reporting, will continue,” 
Falk said. “We’re involved with 
dozens of  community organiza-
tions, and that support will con-
tinue.” 

Sonoma Media Investments, 
which has 279 employees, also 
publishes the Sonoma Index-
Tribune, Sonoma magazine, La 
Prensa Sonoma and Spirited 
magazine. It generated about 
$40 million in annual revenues 
last year, Falk said.

Press Democrat 
owner free of debt
CEO of Sonoma Media 
Investments says local 
commitment to endure
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Clouds pass over hills Wednesday along King Ridge Road, near Hauser 
Bridge, outside of  Cazadero. Easter weekend is expected to be sunny and 
warm, according to the National Weather Service. Meteorologist Steve 

Anderson said the weather Wednesday was a good indication of  what the  week-
end will bring. 

“It should be about the same as today. It was 76 today, so it should be about the 

same this weekend, mid-70s,” Anderson said. Asked if  the weekend would be 
windy, Anderson responded “Nope, not at all.”

It’s sunny skies the rest of  the week, in fact, according to the National Weath-
er Service forecast. After temperatures hit a low of  44 Monday morning, with 
light rain on Tuesday, clear beautiful skies are expected through Easter Sunday. 
For the complete weather report, see Page C8.

Warmer Weather On The Way
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Chris Coursey, the former 
Santa Rosa mayor, plans to 
run for the seat on the Sono-
ma County Board of  Supervi-
sors held by Supervisor Shirlee 
Zane, setting up a battle of  
political heavyweights that is 
likely to be the most expensive 
and intriguing local race on the 
March 3 ballot.

Coursey was a longtime Press 
Democrat reporter and col-
umnist and spokesman for the 
Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Tran-
sit system before his election to 
the City Council in 2014. 

His two-year tenure as may-

or was dominated by the 2017 
wildfires that burned more than 
3,000 homes and scores of  busi-
nesses in the city, thrusting him 
into an unprecedented disaster 
and onto an international stage 
like few Santa Rosa leaders be-
fore him.

In an interview Wednesday, 
Coursey cited rebuilding from 
the firestorm, finding solutions 
to address homelessness and 
building more affordable hous-
ing among his top campaign 
concerns. He pointed to his 
previous work as a journalist, 
covering local government and 
politics, and his tenure as an 
elected official, as influences 
behind his bid for the Board of  
Supervisors. 

“I want to cause change for 
the good,” he said.

Coursey’s entry into the race 
confronts Zane with perhaps 

her strongest election challenge 
since first winning the 3rd Dis-
trict seat in 2008 in a bruising 
race against Sharon Wright, 
also a former Santa Rosa mayor.

Two erstwhile challengers 
to Zane, the longest-serving 
current board member, bowed 
out of  the race in the past 
few weeks. Santa Rosa City 
Councilwoman Julie Combs 
announced she would not run 
on Tuesday and Rohnert Park 
Mayor Gina Belforte dropped 
out of  the race earlier this 

Coursey to oppose 
Zane in 3rd District
Former Santa Rosa 
mayor throws hat into 
supervisorial ring
By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Chris
Coursey

Shirlee 
Zane

Santa Rosa’s former mayor, left, said he 
will run next year for the 3rd District on 
the Board of Supervisors, which Zane 
has represented since 2008.

New abuse allegations raised

Two past residents of  the Hanna Boys 
Center have come forward to accuse for-
mer longtime Executive Director John 
S. Crews of  repeatedly abusing them 
during their stays at the Sonoma Valley 
facility up to three decades ago.

A press conference Wednesday publi-
cizing their complaints marked the first 
time Crews, a Catholic priest now liv-

ing on the East Coast, has been accused 
publicly of  criminal behavior while at 
the helm of  the center for troubled boys. 
He worked there for 29 years and was re-
lieved of  his duties in 2013 after sexual 
misconduct allegations emerged against 
him from a former parishioner at St. Se-
bastian’s Church in Sebastopol. 

David Anthony Ortega, 33, a Seattle 
resident, said he was molested “on sever-
al occasions” at Crews’ house and in his 
van from 1999 to 2001.

In a letter released at the news confer-
ence, Ortega said he experienced “acts 
of  abuse that were not only sexual but 
highly degrading, shameful and nothing 

Past residents of Hanna Boys 
Center accuse priest of sexual 
misconduct up to 30 years ago
By MARY CALLAHAN 
AND GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Attorney Joe 
George, left, 
speaks about 
sexual abuse al-
legations against 
the Rev. John 
Crews, a former 
29-year employ-
ee at the Hanna 
Boys Center, at a 
news conference 
Wednesday at St. 
Francis Solano 
Catholic Church 
in Sonoma.
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