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Trump order could cut foreign workers

KENOSHA, Wisconsin — Presi-
dent Donald Trump, hammering his 
“America First” campaign theme, 
signed an order Tuesday that he said 
would favor American companies for 
federal contracts and reform the visa 
program for foreign technical workers.

After recent policy reversals that 
have angered his populist base, 
Trump described the visa program as 
an initiative gone awry that has driv-

en down wages for Americans. The 
order was a means to end the “theft of  
American prosperity,” which he said 
had been brought on by low-wage im-
migrant labor.

Yet the order calls for a series of  
relatively modest steps, such as a mul-
tiagency report on changes needed 
for the H-1B program, under which 
the government admits 85,000 foreign 
workers annually, many of  them in 
the high-tech, industrial, medical and 
science fields. Collectively, the efforts 
outlined in the order could take years 
to carry out.

The H1-B program has become a 
focus in the debate over the impact 
of  foreign workers. Trump has crit-
icized employers for abusing the 
program and using it to avoid hiring 
higher-paid American counterparts. 
He vowed to revamp its lottery-based 
selection process.

The order, signed at the sprawling 
Snap-on tool factory here, represents 
a small win for bigger tech companies, 
which have been in pitched battles for 
those visas. Companies like Google 
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Warship 
wasn’t 
sailing to 
N Korea

WASHINGTON — A week ago, 
the White House declared that 
ordering a U.S. aircraft carrier 
into the Sea of  Japan would send 
a powerful deterrent signal to 
North Korea and give President 
Donald Trump more options 
in responding to the North’s 
provocative behavior. “We’re 
sending an armada,” Trump said 
to Fox News that afternoon.

The problem was that the car-
rier, the Carl Vinson, and the 
three other warships in its strike 
force were that very moment 
sailing in the opposite direction, 
to take part in joint exercises 
with the Australian navy in the 
Indian Ocean, 3,500 miles south-
west of  the Korean Peninsula.

White House officials said 
Tuesday that they had been rely-
ing on guidance from the Defense 

Both sides 
claim win in 
disability suit

A Guerneville paraplegic 
who has waged a series of  legal 
battles over disabled access to 
Bay Area businesses and public 
buildings won the right to have 
his attorney fees paid and was 
cleared of  extortion claims in 
his latest fight with a Russian 
River tavern.

But under a tentative ruling 
from Sonoma County Superior 
Court Judge Allan Hardcastle, 
Richard Skaff, 73, won’t be able 
to collect damages and other 
legal costs from Rio Nido Road-
house owner Brad Metzger that 
could have amounted to hun-
dreds of  thousands of  dollars. 

Both sides declared victory.
“I am very pleased with the 

court’s ruling,” Skaff said in 
an email Tuesday. “This has 
been a very difficult and long 
process and I feel vindicated by 

Carl Vinson was headed 
in opposite direction  
of what Trump said
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U.S. NAVY

The USS Carl Vinson was going to 
participate in military exercises, 
not to deter North Korea.

RIO NIDO ROADHOUSE

Donald 
Trump
President signed 
an executive order 
Tuesday seeking 
changes to the 
H-1B program.

State bill seeks to end 
exposure to smokers

ABOUT AB 275
The state bill proposed 
by Assemblyman 
Marc Levine seeks to 
ban smoking at state 
beaches and parks.
Applies to: Cigars 
cigarettes and e-ciga-
rettes, as well smok-
ing “any other lighted 
or heated tobacco or 
plant product intend-
ed for inhalation”
Penalty: $250 fine

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Brianna Willits of Santa Rosa smokes while taking in the view Tuesday at Portuguese Beach, north of Bodega Bay. North Bay Assemblyman Marc 
Levine, D-Greenbrae, has proposed a state bill seeking to prohibit smoking at state beaches and parks.

Gary Pickrell Jr. leaned back on his car at a lot 
overlooking North Salmon Creek beach Tues-
day and took a long drag of  his e-cigarette.

Sweet-smelling smoke wafted into the air before dis-
sipating in the breeze. Morning fog had been pushed 
off the Sonoma Coast, bathing the beach north of  
Bodega Bay in sunshine.

For Pickrell of  Petaluma, the vast expanse of  a state 
beach is an ideal place to light up.

“How’s it going to hurt someone out here?” Pick-
rell said, referencing the health risks associated with 
secondhand smoke.

But a North Bay lawmaker disagrees and is seeking a 
ban on smoking at California’s beaches and state parks. 
The ban would apply to cigarettes, cigars and e-ciga-
rettes, as well smoking “any other lighted or heated 
tobacco or plant product intended for inhalation.”

In other words, no sparking a joint while dipping 
your toes in the sand.

Assemblyman Marc Levine, D-Greenbrae, argues 
his legislation is necessary to address health risks 
of  secondhand smoke, as well as the unsightly and 
environmentally unfriendly practice of  discarding 
cigarette butts in public outdoor spaces.

“Smokers have no rights to defile our state beaches 
and parks,” Levine said Tuesday.

The American Lung Association supports the bill on 
the grounds that parks and beaches are frequented by 
families and “nobody should be exposed to unwanted 
smoke,” according to spokeswoman Lindsey Freitas. 

Tobacco smoking causes an estimated 443,000 deaths 
per year, including 73,000 nonsmokers. There is no 
risk-free level of  exposure to secondhand smoke, ac-
cording to the U.S. Surgeon General, and the Califor-
nia Air Resources Board has categorized secondhand 
smoke as a toxic air contaminant.

Freitas also noted that 365 California communi-
ties have adopted bans on smoking in indoor and 
outdoor spaces similar to what Levine is proposing 
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Assemblyman Levine pitches ban to cut litter, health risks in outdoor spaces
By DEREK MOORE
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Marc  
Levine

“What’s the next thing they’re going to take from us?”
GARY PICKRELL JR., Petaluma resident on the proposed smoking ban at state parks and beaches
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