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Trump may quit Korea talks
President says he won’t go if
meeting won’t be ‘fruitful’;
Pompeo plays advance man
By MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES

PALM BEACH, Florida — President Donald Trump declared
Wednesday that he would scrap a
planned summit meeting with North
Korea’s leader, Kim Jong Un, or even
walk out of the session while it was

underway, if his diplomatic overture
was not heading toward success.
Trump continued to express optimism — verging on eagerness —
about sitting down with the North’s
reclusive leader. But as the momentum for a meeting grows in both
Washington and East Asia, the president acknowledged that it was a
perilous undertaking that could still
end in failure.
“If I think that it’s a meeting that
is not going to be fruitful, we’re not
going to go,” Trump said at a news

conference at his Mar-a-Lago estate
in Florida, standing alongside Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan. “If
the meeting, when I’m there, is not
fruitful, I will respectfully leave the
meeting.”
Trump’s words reinforced his decision to send CIA Director Mike
Pompeo on a secret trip to meet Kim.
Pompeo, nominated by Trump last
month as secretary of state, played
advance man for the president in
Pyongyang, laying the groundwork
for the planned meeting.

Among the potential hurdles for
the gathering, Trump said, were
three U.S. citizens detained in North
Korea. The president said that the
United States was “fighting very diligently” to obtain their release and
that there was a chance of positive
developments.
Still, Trump conspicuously declined
to make their release a precondition
of his meeting with Kim. He also did
not demand any new concessions from
TURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A2

AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION » ‘STATE OF THE AIR’ REPORT

Winds aid in clear skies

Donald
Trump
President says
U.S. is “fighting
very diligently” to
free 3 Americans.

Upscale
homes
prevail
in sales

Million-plus segment sees
big growth in county as
fires push prices higher
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Will Jaffe takes his dog, Ziggy, for a walk Wednesday at Taylor Mountain Regional Park in Santa Rosa. For the fifth year in a row, the American
Lung Association gave Sonoma County a perfect score on its “State of the Air 2018” report.

County again earns perfect score as Bay Area
fares worse; October wildfires may cloud outlook
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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onoma County earned a perfect
score for the fifth straight year in the
American Lung Association’s latest
statewide air quality report card, but it
doesn’t include the foul air that blanketed
the region and prompted public health
warnings during last year’s wildfires.
The report did cite climate change as a
factor statewide for rising levels of ozone
pollution that stems from vehicle emissions.
The lung association’s “State of the Air
2018” report, released Wednesday, gave
Sonoma County a pair of A’s without a
single day of ozone or particle pollution

exceeding federal standards.
Only two other California counties —
Humboldt and San Francisco — earned
the same grades, but the report covered
the three years ending in 2016 and did not
include the impact of the October wildfires, the most deadly and destructive in
California history.
The conflagration will drag down grades
in next year’s report, officials said.
“A lot of smoke blew into the Sacramento Valley,” Ryan Endean, a spokesman for
the lung association said, predicting worse
scores for particle pollution in much of
Northern California.
Sonoma County owes its consistently
clean air to ocean winds that blow pollution east, contributing to poor grades in

other counties.
As the October wildfires raged, the Bay
Area Air Quality Management District
reported conditions comparable to Beijing,
China and called it the worst air quality
ever recorded in some parts of the Bay
Area.
A study based on emergency room visits
during California’s 2015 fire season found
smoky air was associated with a 42 percent higher risk of heart attack compared
to smoke-free air and a 22 percent higher
relative risk of emergency visits for
coronary artery disease.
The study was published last week by
the Journal of the American Heart Association.
Compounding the air pollution outlook
in California, the lung association pointed
to “significant increases” in ozone pollution from warmer weather attributed to

Homes worth $1 million or
more this year continue to
generate the biggest growth in
residential sales for Sonoma
County, even as the number of
purchases keep falling in the
less expensive portion of the
market.
Buyers purchased 180 singlefamily homes in the million-plus
segment during the first three
months of the year, according to
The Press Democrat’s monthly
housing report compiled by
Pacific Union International
senior vice president Rick
Laws. Sales of homes priced at
or above $1 million increased
38 percent from a year earlier
and have quadrupled in the last
five years.
In contrast, sales fell 36 percent from a year ago for homes
priced less than $600,000.
Last fall’s deadly wildfires
burned thousands of the region’s homes. The disaster is
blamed for pushing a sizable
number of fire survivors to seek
replacement properties in the
million-plus market.
“It increased demand, no
doubt about it,” Laws said. “It
put more players into the buyer
pool.”
Nonetheless, Laws and other
brokers said other factors also
played a role in the increased
sales of upscale homes, including the appreciation in prices,
which has pushed more homes
across the million-dollar threshold, and ongoing competition
from elsewhere in the Bay Area,
where prices are generally higher. A year ago Pacific Union
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Southwest pilot lauded for handling crisis
By JIM VERTUNO
AND EMILY SCHMALL
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOERNE, Texas — The Southwest
Airlines pilot being lauded as a hero in
a harrowing emergency landing after
a passenger was partially blown out
of the jet’s damaged fuselage is also
being hailed for her pioneering role in
a career where she has been one of the
few women at the controls.
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Tammie Jo Shults, one of the first
female fighter pilots in the U.S. Navy,
was the captain and piloting the Dallas-bound Flight 1380 when it made an
emergency landing Tuesday in Philadelphia, according to her husband,
Dean Shults.
One of the engines on the Boeing
737 exploded while the plane was
traveling 500 mph at 30,000 feet with
149 people on board. Shrapnel hit the
plane and passengers said they had to
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rescue a woman who was being blown
out of a damaged window. The woman
later died of blunt force trauma to her
head, neck and torso.
Shults calmly relayed details about
the crisis to air traffic controllers, and
passengers commended her handling
of the situation.
Friends at Shults’ church in
Boerne, Texas, about 30 miles
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Tammie Jo Shults, one of the first women to fly a
Navy tactical aircraft, pauses in front of an F/A-18A.
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