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made alarming find of toxin in drinking water 
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STOPPING WILDFIRE » Cal Fire 
allocates funds to prevent 
Sonoma County disaster.   A3

NO COLLAPSE THIS TIME » 
Durant, Warriors romp over 
Clippers, take series lead.   C1

CLASSIC ADAPTATION » SR’s 
6th Street Playhouse puts on 
‘To Kill a Mockingbird’.   D1

Trump repeatedly tried 
to thwart Russia inquiry

ANDREW HARNIK / ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump speaks at a Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride event Thursday in the White House. Special counsel Robert Mueller’s report, 
released in a redacted version Thursday, laid out how his team wrestled with whether Trump’s actions added up to an obstruction-of-justice offense.

Mueller depicts White House’s chaos
WASHINGTON — As President 

Donald Trump met with advisers in 
the Oval Office in May 2017 to discuss 
replacements for the FBI director he 
had just fired, Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions slipped out of  the room to 
take a call.

When he came back, he gave 
Trump bad news: Robert Mueller 
had just been appointed as a special 

counsel to take over the investigation 
into Russia’s interference in the 2016 
presidential election and any actions 
by the president to impede it.

Trump slumped in his chair. “Oh, 
my God,” he said. “This is terrible. 
This is the end of  my presidency.”

It has not been the end of  his pres-
idency, but it has come to consume 
it. Although the resulting two-year 
investigation ended without charges 
against Trump, Mueller’s report 
painted a damning portrait of  a 
White House dominated by a presi-

dent desperate to thwart the inquiry 
only to be restrained by aides equally 
desperate to thwart his orders.

The White House that emerges 
from more than 400 pages of  Mueller’s 
report is a hotbed of  conflict infused 
by a culture of  dishonesty — defined 
by a president who lies to the public 
and his own staff, then tries to get his 
aides to lie for him. Trump repeatedly 
threatened to fire lieutenants who 
did not carry out his wishes while 

By PETER BAKER  
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO MUELLER » PAGE A8

WASHINGTON — Robert 
Mueller revealed the scope of  
a historic Russian campaign to 
sabotage the 2016 presidential 
election in a much-anticipat-
ed report made public Thurs-
day, and he detailed a frantic 
monthslong effort by President 
Donald Trump 
to thwart a 
federal inves-
tigation that 
imperiled his 
p r e s i d e n c y 
from the start.

Mueller, the 
special counsel, 
laid out how his 
team of prose-
cutors wrestled 
with whether 
Trump’s ac-
tions added up 
to a criminal 
obstruction- 
of-justice of-
fense. They ul-
timately chose 
not to charge 
Trump, citing 
numerous le-
gal and factual constraints, but 
pointedly declined to exonerate 
him and suggested it might be 
the role of  Congress to settle the 
matter.

The report laid bare that 
Trump was elected with the help 
of  a foreign power, and cataloged 
numerous meetings between 
Trump’s advisers and Russians 
seeking to influence the cam-
paign and the presidential tran-
sition team — encounters set up 
in pursuit of  business deals, pol-
icy initiatives and political dirt 
about Hillary Clinton, the Dem-
ocratic candidate for president.

The special counsel concluded 

By MARK MAZZETTI
NEW YORK TIMES

Redacted report 
reveals depths 
of 2016 election 
plot by Moscow
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INSIDE
Democrats in 
House wrestle 
with impeaching  
Trump / A9

ONLINE 
Read the full 
redacted report at  
pressdemocrat.
com

Robert  
Mueller

Report shows 
culture of 
dishonesty; 
Trump’s 
aides kept 
him out of 
trouble by 
ignoring  
his orders

Zazu Kitchen & Farm, one of  
Sonoma County’s high-profile 
restaurants, has left The Barlow 
two months after a major flood over-
whelmed much of  the upscale Sebas-
topol business district, dealing a crip-
pling blow to shops and eateries that 
are struggling to reopen.

On Thursday, Zazu owners John 
Stewart and Duskie Estes began 
moving out what was left of  their 
kitchen equipment — large pizza ov-
ens, refrigerators and ranges — from 

the acclaimed Sebastopol location 
they've occupied for nearly six years. 

Though reconstruction had pro-
gressed on the 3,600-square-foot 
restaurant, Stewart said that for 
now they are no longer occupying 
the building. Throughout the day, 
friends in the restaurant business 
brought flatbeds, trucks and brawn 
as the couple hastily packed up their 

equipment, sending everything to a 
shipping container at their home in 
Forestville. 

Stewart said the exit stems from 
a communication breakdown with 
Barlow owner Barney Aldridge about 
the restaurant’s future after floodwa-
ters in February caused an estimated 

Flood’s cost 
forces Zazu 
to abandon 
The Barlow 
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Duskie Estes, co-owner of Zazu Kitchen & Farm, embraces Barlow maintenance 
crewman Tomas Guzman on Thursday inside the emptied restaurant in Sebastopol. 

By HEATHER IRWIN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

SEBASTOPOL » Rent-due  
notice during closure one bill 
too many for restaurateurs
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Sonoma County District Attorney Jill Ravitch 
said Thursday her office still lacked sufficient ev-
idence to prosecute a former correctional deputy 
who worked in the Sonoma County Jail even after 
the recent disclosure of  Sheriff’s Office records 
showing he had admitted to investigators that he 
had fondled and kissed a female inmate in March 
2017. 

The files showed the former deputy, identified 
as Garrett Paulson, was placed on administrative 
leave soon after a witness to the unlawful sexual 
contact came forward, triggering a report to his 
supervisors. Paulson resigned five months later 
amid an attempt by the Sheriff’s Office to fire him. 

Ravitch said records released in the case by the 
Sheriff’s Office on April 10 under California’s new 
police transparency law gave her office its first 
access to the internal affairs files, which are not 
typically shared with prosecutors. She said her 
office wanted to review them to see whether the 

Despite deputy’s 
confession, DA 
won’t prosecute
By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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