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Video shows man’s beating
Deputy charged with
using excessive force in
Boyes Hot Springs home
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Video released Wednesday
provides the first public glimpse
of a violent encounter last fall
between a Boyes Hot Springs
man and a Sonoma County
sheriff’s deputy, who was later

charged with beating the man
as he lay in his own bed.
The 68-second cellphone video was taken by Fernando Del
Valle, 38, the night of Sept. 24
after neighbors summoned deputies to his Highland Boulevard
home on reports the Marine
Corps veteran was arguing with
his wife.
It opens as Del Valle talks to
two deputies who are alleged to
have broken down his bedroom
door and are ordering him to

stand up. Del Valle refuses, instead training his camera on
them and warning, “I got you on
video. Go ahead. Tase me.”
Within seconds, former Deputy Scott Thorne, 40, steps forward and fires his stun gun at
Del Valle, hitting him on his
bare chest.
Del Valle can be heard
screaming and the camera angle
shifts around the room and toward the bed as he squirms and
begins to suffer what his law-

yer said were numerous baton
blows from Thorne. The sounds
of the strikes are captured on
the audio track.
Toward the end of the video,
Del Valle’s wife can be heard
calling out to him and telling
deputies, “He’s not doing anything.” Del Valle instructs her
to take his phone and give it to
his lawyer.
The video goes black as he
shouts repeatedly, “Call my lawyer!”

ONLINE
The video by Fernando Del Valle can
be seen at pressdemocrat.com
Del Valle was taken to jail
but cleared of any charges after
prosecutors reviewed body camera recordings made by Thorne
and two other deputies at the
scene. Thorne, who a Press Democrat investigation revealed had
TURN TO VIDEO » PAGE A2

4/20 CELEBRATION » UNOFFICIAL STONER HOLIDAY

Marijuana users rejoice
Proposition 64
makes day extra
special for many
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

oday is 4/20 and here in
the heart of California
cannabis country it
should need no introduction
as the nation’s unofficial —
but widely celebrated — pot
smoker’s day.
And for the first time since
April 20 was inextricably
linked with weed nearly a
half century ago at a Marin
County high school, today the
state’s cannabis consumers —
who number about
INSIDE
4 million —
Cannabis trade
can legally
convention set
indulge.
to begin today at
There were
fairgrounds / B8
signs this
week that
many intended to do so
“I’m gonna medicate very
heavily,” said Benjamin Crain,
a Napa man who was shopping
at a Santa Rosa smoke shop.
Crain said he inhales pot
medicinally to ease chronic
knee pain and recreationally
to, well, get high.
“It’s the gateway drug to the
refrigerator,” he said, making
light of the disputed assertion
that pot leads to harder drugs
mixed with the time-tested truism that stoners crave snacks.
“And to sleep,” added his
girlfriend, Juliann Crane,
citing marijuana’s soporific
influence.
Nearly 8 million California
voters in November made it
legal for adults age 21 and up
to possess an ounce of weed
and to grow six plants at home
by adopting Proposition 64
by a margin of 56 percent to
44 percent.
“4/20 is a celebration of a
culture, an awareness and a
TURN TO POT » PAGE A2

Bill O’Reilly

O’Reilly
out at
Fox News
Popular host forced to
step down amid series of
harassment allegations
By EMILY STEEL
AND MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
NEW YORK TIMES

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Rob Hurley arranges a display of high end water pipes in preparation for 4/20 at the Mighty Quinn in Santa
Rosa on Wednesday. The store offers 20 percent off merchandise, freebies and a rolling contest on April 20,
their busiest day of the year.

Bill O’Reilly’s reign as the
top-rated host in cable news
came to an abrupt and embarrassing end on Wednesday, as
Fox News forced him out just
weeks after the disclosure of a
series of sexual harassment allegations against him and an internal investigation that turned
up even more.
O’Reilly and INSIDE
his employers Recent dismissals
came under in- reflect how Fox
tense pressure CEO Rupert
after an arti- Murdoch changed
cle by the New his approach / A8
York Times revealed how Fox
News and its parent company,
21st Century Fox, had repeatedly stood by him even as sexual
harassment allegations against
him mounted.
The Times found that the
company and O’Reilly had
reached settlements with five
women who had complained
about sexual harassment or
other inappropriate behavior
by him. The agreements totaled
about $13 million.
Since then, more than 50
advertisers had abandoned
his show, and women’s rights
groups had called for him to be
fired. Inside the company, women expressed outrage and questioned whether top executives
TURN TO O’REILLY » PAGE A8
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Managers mishandled crisis at Oroville dam
Sequence of suspect
decisions led up to
evacuation of 200,000
By ELLEN KNICKMEYER
AND MICHAEL R. BLOOD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

OROVILLE — Late in the afternoon of Feb. 12, Sheriff Kory
Honea was at the emergency
operations center for the tallest
dam in America when he overheard someone say something
that stopped him in his tracks:

“This is not good.”
Over six consecutive days, the
operators of the Oroville Dam
had said there was no immediate danger after water surging
down the main spillway gouged
a hole the size of a football field
in the concrete chute. But now
they suddenly realized that the
dam’s emergency backup spillway — essentially an unpaved
hillside — was falling apart, too,
and could unleash a deadly torrent of water.
Honea reacted by ordering the
immediate evacuation of nearly

200,000 people downstream.
In the end, after frantic action by the dam’s keepers, catastrophe was averted. But an
Associated Press examination
of state and federal documents,
emails obtained under public
records requests and numerous
interviews reveal a sequence of
questionable decisions and missteps, some of them made years
ago, some of them in the middle
of the crisis.
Among other things, the
dam’s federal and state overseers overestimated the dura-

bility of the two spillways. And
in public statements during
the emergency, they failed to
acknowledge — or perhaps recognize — that while they were
busy dealing with one crisis,
they were creating a possible
new one.
During the darkest hours of
the emergency, the fear was that
if the hillside collapsed, “it was
not whether people would die,
but how many would die,” Honea recalled.
TURN TO OROVILLE » PAGE A2

agrees to abide by Petaluma’s ‘quiet zones’ and
refrain from blasting train
horns / A3
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