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Moving back no option in apartment fire

Angela Schardt and her 8-year-old 
son have slept on a half-inflated air 
mattress in her mother’s living room 
in Rohnert Park for the past week. The 
cramped quarters have been their lat-
est makeshift home since the evening 

of April 4, when a fire tore through 
their apartment building at the Nueva 
Vista complex off West Steele Lane in 
northwest Santa Rosa.

The fire displaced Schardt and about 
75 other residents who lived in part of  
the complex near Coddingtown Mall.  

Those who found themselves with-
out a place to go the night of  the fire 
were taken first to an emergency shel-
ter managed by Red Cross, and later to 
the Flamingo Hotel. They stayed there 
until April 15, when Nikki Rutland, 
the manager of  Nueva Vista, informed 

the displaced renters that the complex 
owner would no longer be paying for 
replacement housing.

They have been scrambling to find 
new temporary housing ever since, 
all the while unsure if  their old homes 
will again be inhabitable. 

“I live paycheck to paycheck and I 
was planning to grow old in my apart-
ment,” said Carrie Johnson, 56, a Nue-
va Vista resident of  almost 10 years. “I 
am too old for all this moving business 
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Roger Nelson removes belongings on Thursday 
from the fire-damaged Nueva Vista apartment his 
daughter, Emma, had rented in Santa Rosa.  

By ALEXANDRIA BORDAS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SANTA ROSA » Most of the 
75 residents displaced from 
complex are without housing

Life in 
prison 
for kids’ 
abusers

RIVERSIDE — The eldest son 
and daughter of  a couple who 
starved and shackled 12 of  their 
children spoke publicly for  the 
first time Friday, alternately 
condemning and forgiving their 
parents before a judge sentenced 
the pair to up to life in prison.

Since being freed from their 
prison-like home more than a 
year ago, the two adult children 
of  David and Louise Turpin de-
scribed how they had gained 
control of  lives and, despite re-
ceiving little education at home, 
were now enrolled in college 
and learning simple things, in-
cluding how to ride a bike, swim 
and prepare a meal. They are 
still thin from years of  malnu-
trition.

“I cannot describe in words 
what we went through growing 
up,” said the oldest son, now 27. 
“Sometimes I still have night-
mares of  things that have hap-
pened, such as my siblings being 
chained up or getting beaten. 
But that is the past and this is 
now. I love my parents and have 
forgiven them for a lot of  the 
things that they did to us.”

The hearing put an end to a 
shocking case that had gone 
unnoticed until a 17-year-old 
girl escaped from the home in  

RIVERSIDE » No chance 
of parole for couple who 
shackled 12 children
By BRIAN MELLEY
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Trina Jahnsen peers into a gaping fracture of Moscow Road near Casini Ranch that has effectively closed the road between Duncans Mills and 
Monte Rio on Tuesday. Winter storms pummeled rural Sonoma County, causing substantial damage to roads.  

Roads not yet recovered
SONOMA COUNTY » Winter storms brought floods, mudslides  
and a brutal rainy season that left sagged, collapsed thoroughfares

The February storms that swelled the 
Russian River to its highest level in 
more than two decades did $23 million 

in damage to Sonoma County roads, includ-
ing more than 100 landslides and slipouts, 
leaving county crews and contractors 
with a Herculean repair job that will take 
months to complete.

The scale, severity and cost of  the dam-
age could rise, as assessments are ongoing. 
Some slides and slope failures remain 
unstable or are continuing to move, officials 
said.

“We have been hammered in west 
county,” Supervisor Lynda Hopkins said, 

asserting that her district sustained the 
most damage. “It’s been very stressful.”

In some cases, slides can’t be cleared 
from roads until the rain-soaked soil dries 
out because removing muddy earth could 
prompt renewed slides on steep hillsides, 
she said.

Six county roads remained closed and 
eight others were partially blocked, accord-
ing to the county’s road conditions report 
on Friday. In late February, more than 50 
roads were closed by the deluge.

Storm damage since two waves of  rain 
in February includes 110 landslides and sli-
pouts, said Daniel Virkstis, of  the county’s 
Transportation and Public Works Depart-
ment.

A landslide involves soil coming from a 

slope onto a road, while a slipout involves 
erosion of soil from beneath a road, threat-
ening its integrity, he said.

Board of Supervisors Chairman David 
Rabbitt said the extensive damage isn’t 
surprising in the wake of the atmospheric 
river storms that left some roads sub-
merged for days.

“It’s part of  winter,” he said. “Rains 
come, cracks (in the pavement) let water in 
and there you go,” he said.

Santa Rosa received just over 17 inches 
of  rain in February, the second-highest 
total for that month since 1903, the National 
Weather Service said. The wettest Febru-
ary was in 1998 with more than 19 inches.

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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After report, both sides dig in

WASHINGTON — House 
Democrats vowed Friday to pur-
sue the revelations in the special 
counsel’s report on President 
Donald Trump but drew little 
Republican support in a nation 

still deeply polarized over the in-
vestigation that has dogged the 
White House for two years.

The chairman of  the House 
Judiciary Committee issued a 
subpoena demanding that the 
Justice Department hand over 
an unredacted copy of  special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s report 
along with underlying evidence 
by May 1 and promised “major 
hearings” into its findings. And 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren of  Mas-
sachusetts became the most 
prominent Democrat to call 

for impeachment.
But most Republican lawmak-

ers remained silent on the re-
port, meaning any effort to force 

Trump from office faced long 
odds barring an unexpected 
change of  political circumstanc-
es. The months to come may see 
more fireworks over the report, 
including a constitutional clash 
in court over releasing it in full, 
but privately some Democrats 
have concluded that the presi-
dent’s fate will probably be de-
cided at the ballot box next year.

While Trump had initially 
greeted the report as an exon-
eration, he spent at least part of  
the day in Florida stewing about 

disloyal aides who talked with 
investigators and sounded more 
defensive than celebratory. He 
expressed particular unhappi-
ness over the report’s inclusion 
of  granular accounts of  his ef-
forts to derail the investigation 
based on FBI interviews and 
notes of  his own advisers.

“Statements are made about 
me by certain people in the 
Crazy Mueller Report, in itself  
written by 18 Angry Democrat 

Deeply polarized nation 
ponders next steps as 
parties react to Mueller
By PETER BAKER  
AND NICHOLAS FANDOS
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO REPORT » PAGE A7

Robert 
Mueller

William 
Barr


