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SHARKS TAKE GAME 4: 
Three power-play goals help 
San Jose push L.A. Kings 
to brink of elimination in 
Stanley Cup playoffs / C1

INSIDE

Council 
approves 
revised 
design 

A bleary-eyed Santa Rosa City 
Council approved the nearly fi-
nal design for the reunification 
of  Old Courthouse Square proj-
ect early Wednesday morning 
after making several last-min-
ute tweaks to the $10 million 
plaza plan, including adding 
pricey pavers and removing a 
playground. 

The council unanimously ap-
proved the revised design and 
$7.4 million construction con-
tract for the project at 12:46 a.m., 
virtually assuring major work 
on the long-delayed and contro-
versial project will be able to be-
gin late next month. 

As the council voted, down-
town business and property 
owners cheered. Council mem-
bers congratulated staff and 
themselves for realizing a vision 
many view as the city’s best 
chance of  revitalizing the down-
town. 

Critics who had lambasted 
the project for removing mature 
redwoods and blocking a major 
city traffic artery were absent.

The vote capped a debate 
that, because of  a packed agen-
da, didn’t even begin until after 
10 p.m. 

Once it got underway, the 
discussion ranged from big pic-
ture design concepts, such as 
the merits of  open, uncluttered 
spaces versus permanent struc-
tures, to minutia of  best surfac-
es for dancing.

The ambitious plan calls for 
unifying the two halves of  the 
1.5-acre square by permanent-
ly closing Mendocino Avenue 
to traffic between Third and 
Fourth streets, building new 
side streets with ample parking 
and creating a unified, central 
gathering place for events. 

Discussed for more than 
20 years, the effort gained trac-
tion last year after a vocal group 
of  downtown business leaders 
and landlords urged the coun-
cil to move forward with a sim-
pler, cheaper design. A new city 

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

$7.4M plan to reunifiy 
Old Courthouse Square 
given last-minute tweaks
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$20 makeover: Tubman in, Jackson out

WASHINGTON — Treasury Secretary 
Jacob Lew Wednesday announced the 
most sweeping and historically symbolic 
makeover of  U.S. currency in a century, 
proposing to replace slaveholder Andrew 
Jackson on the $20 bill with Harriet Tub-
man, the former slave and abolitionist, 
and to add women and civil rights lead-
ers to the $5 and $10 notes.

Lew may have reneged on a 10-month-
old commitment to make a woman the 
face of  the $10 bill, opting instead to keep 
Alexander Hamilton, to the delight of  a 

fan base swollen with enthusiasm over 
a Broadway rap musical sharing the last 
name of  the first Treasury secretary.

But the broader remaking of  the na-
tion’s paper currency may well have cap-
tured a historical moment for a multicul-
tural, multiethnic and multiracial nation 
moving contentiously through the early 
years of  a new century.

Tubman, an African-American and a 
Union spy during the Civil War, would 
bump Jackson — a white man known as 
much for his persecution of  Native Amer-
icans as for his war heroics and advocacy 
for the common man — to the rear of  
the $20, in some reduced image. Tubman 
would be the first woman so honored on 
paper currency since Martha Washing-
ton’s portrait briefly graced the $1 silver 
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Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew announced Wednesday 
that a likeness of abolitionist Harriet Tubman will 
replace Andrew Jackson’s image the $20 bill.

By JACKIE CALMES
NEW YORK TIMES

Sweeping plan to use likeness  
of female abolitionist biggest 
change to currency in 100 years
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Dennis McGovern was stunned 
when he and 16 neighbors received 
eviction notices this month follow-

ing the sale of  their west Santa Rosa apart-
ments.

“When we got the notices, we were so 
confused,” said McGovern, who has lived 
in his apartment for three years with his 
cocker spaniel Duke. “The new owners, 
when they purchased the buildings, they 
said nothing would change and that we 
would be allowed to stay. Then boom, we 
get eviction notices. It doesn’t make sense. 
We’re all good tenants — where are we go-
ing to be able to find another place that we 
can afford?”

The cluster of  seven apartments on a 
secluded side street off Todd Road has be-
come the latest focal point in a legal — and 
increasingly political  — battle over the 
rights of  tenants and landlords in Sonoma 
County’s tight housing market.

A Sonoma County supervisor who re-
cently intervened in a dispute between the 
Todd Road tenants and their landlord is 

now vowing to press for more tenant pro-
tections at the county level.

Tenants rights’ attorneys, meanwhile, are 
ratcheting up their fight against landlords 
who evict tenants without a reason. The 
practice, which is legal in Sonoma County, 
has spiked over the past year, they say.

Attorneys are vying to convince land-
lords in three high-profile eviction cases 
— in Santa Rosa, Petaluma and Sonoma — 
to give residents more time in their apart-
ments while they search for a new place 
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TENANTS SEEKING HELP: Claire Caruso arrives early for a meeting on April 14 where she and other tenants discussed their evictions with county officials in Santa 
Rosa. Tenants rights’ attorneys are ramping up their efforts against landlords seeking to evict residents seemingly without a reason. 

SR tenants, landlord 
clashing over evictions

Residents’ plight emblematic of legal, political battles ahead
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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WEIGHING THEIR 
OPTIONS: Evicted 
tenants Dennis 
McGovern, left, and 
Samantha Stephey 
talk April 14 with 
Sonoma County 
supervisor Efren 
Carrillo before a 
meeting about their 
evictions from a 
group of apartments 
near Todd Road in 
Santa Rosa.


