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The Saint Thomas Academy vehicle speeds off on the Shell Eco-Marathon road course at Sonoma Raceway on Thursday in Sonoma. The team from 
Mendota Heights, Minnesota, was named the world champion during the event in 2017.

On to a greener future
Students race to squeeze the most out of a gallon of gas on famed track

Like surgeons clustered around an operating 
table, students from California Polytechnic 
State University San Luis Obispo were hard 

at work amid the faint odor of  gasoline wafting 
from the object at rest on a crude plywood table.

Their “patient,” laid bare with the top half  of  
its 9-foot carbon fiber and Kevlar body removed,  

had no heartbeat, but 
they were prepping it 
— with hand tools and 
their engineering intu-
ition — to come alive 

on a short asphalt track this weekend at Sonoma 
Raceway.

The entry from Cal Poly is one of  the 99 cars 
hand-built by more than 1,200 students from high 
schools and colleges from the United States, Cana-
da, Mexico and Central and South America in the 
12th running of  the Shell Eco-marathon Americas.

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Brigham Young University pilot Todd Haug, a senior mechanical engineering major,  
squeezes into his team car Thursday at the Shell Eco-Challenge.

 SONOMA RACEWAY » SHELL ECO-MARATHON

GREENER SEMI-TRUCKS?
Imagine a road of sustainably 
powered semi-trucks / A2

North Korea halts nuclear tests

TOKYO — North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un has declared he will suspend nuclear and 
missile tests starting Saturday, and that he will 
shut down the site where the previous six nu-
clear tests were conducted.

The surprising announcement comes just 
six days before Kim is set to meet South Korean 

President Moon Jae-in, a precursor to a histor-
ic summit between Kim and President Donald 
Trump.

Trump is set to meet Kim at the end of  May 
or beginning of  June. Although a location has 
not yet been set, plans are proceeding apace, 
with CIA Director Mike Pompeo traveling to 
Pyongyang over the Easter weekend to discuss 
the summit with Kim.

Both Moon and Trump have been saying that 
North Korea, which last year crowed about 
developing a “super large heavy warhead” 
and the missiles to deliver it to the mainland  

AHEAD OF TALKS  » Kim Jong Un, 
before meetings with South Korea, 
US, says testing site will be closed
By ANNA FIFIELD
WASHINGTON POST
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Pigeons are  
released in 
South Korea as 
a peace prayer 
ahead of  
a summit 
between 
South Korean 
President Moon 
Jae-in and North 
Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un.
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Dems file suit, alleging Trump-Russia conspiracy

NEW YORK — The Democratic Party 
sued Donald Trump’s presidential cam-
paign, Russia, WikiLeaks and Trump’s 
son and son-in-law Friday, accusing 
them of  an intricate conspiracy to un-
dercut Democrats in the 2016 election by 

stealing tens of  thousands of  emails and 
documents.

The lawsuit filed in Manhattan feder-
al court seeks unspecified damages and 
an order to prevent further interference 
with computer systems of  the Democrat-
ic National Committee.

“During the 2016 presidential cam-
paign, Russia launched an all-out assault 
on our democracy, and it found a willing 
and active partner in Donald Trump’s 
campaign,” DNC Chairman Tom Perez 
said in a statement. He called it an “act of  
unprecedented treachery.”

The Democrats accuse Trump and his 

associates of  trading on pre-existing re-
lationships with Russian oligarchs tied 
to President Vladimir Putin and of  col-
laborating with Russia as it worked to 
undermine Democratic nominee Hillary 
Clinton.

The president has said repeatedly 
there was no collusion between his cam-
paign and Russia. On Friday, his cam-
paign scorned the lawsuit as “frivolous” 
and predicted it would be quickly dis-
missed.

“This is a sham lawsuit about a bogus 
Russian collusion claim filed by a desper-
ate, dysfunctional and nearly insolvent 

Democratic Party,” Trump campaign 
manager Brad Parscale said in a state-
ment.

He said the campaign would seek to 
turn the tables on the Democrats, using 
the legal discovery process to try to pry 
documents from the DNC including any 
related to a dossier detailing allegations 
of  links between Trump and Russia. 

The dossier — a collection of  mem-
os — was written by an ex-British spy 
whose work was funded by Clinton and 
the DNC.

By TOM LOBIANCO  
AND LARRY NEUMEISTER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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DNC says meddling ‘act of  
unprecedented treachery,’ as 
GOP calls move ‘frivolous’

Fiery 
crash 
details 
emerge

A runaway dump truck haul-
ing fire debris that injured 
seven in a fiery crash in Foun-
taingrove last February was 
overweight and only five of  its 
eight brakes worked properly, 
CHP investigators revealed this 
week.

The lead contractor on the 
Fountaingrove cleanup disput-
ed the findings Friday. The truck 
recently had its brakes serviced 
and was carrying a load within 
its allowable weight limits on 
the day of  the crash, according 
to ECC, a contractor on the gov-
ernment-directed cleanup of  de-
bris from the October wildfires.

Santa Rosa police are set to re-
lease a full report on the 10-vehi-
cle wreck in the coming days. In 
the meantime, a specialized unit 
with the California Highway 
Patrol assisting in the investiga-
tion has found the four-axle 2009 
Kenworth heavy-duty truck, 
owned by Flores Trucking Co., 
of  Vallejo, was overdue for ser-
vice and above its Department 
of  Transportation-set weight 
limit.

Santa Rosa police have yet to 
release the exact weight of  the 
truck or confirm the truck’s load 
capacity while the CHP report 
on the truck’s mechanical func-
tion is reviewed further. The 
details are critical to Santa Rosa 
police investigators attempting 
to determine what caused the 
Feb. 5 crash at the intersection 
of  Fountaingrove Parkway and 

CHP: Truck that injured 
7 in February had bad 
brakes, was overloaded
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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