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Dems 
resisting  
Trump’s 
rhetoric

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump summarized 
the special counsel report on 
the day of  its release with four 
words in all caps — “NO COL-
LUSION. NO OBSTRUCTION.”

The first two were not ad-
dressed by the report. The sec-

ond two falsely 
described Rob-
ert Mueller’s 
findings.

But the pithy 
d e c l a r a t i o n , 
set in a Game 
of  Thrones 
“Game Over” 
meme and 
repeated fre-
quently by 

Trump’s surrogates on televi-
sion, helped to establish a read-
ing of  the report’s implications 
that Trump would embrace in 
the days to come. In response, 
Democratic leaders offered no 
memes or catchphrases of  their 
own. They called instead for less 
redaction of  the document and 
more congressional hearings.

MUELLER REPORT » 2020 
rivals put focus on issues, 
skip polarized messaging
By MICHAEL SCHERER
WASHINGTON POST

TURN TO REPORT » PAGE A2

Donald 
Trump

Billionaires 
wonder if 
capitalism 
will endure

PALO ALTO — A perfect Cali-
fornia day. The sun was shining, a 
gentle breeze was blowing and, at 
a Silicon Valley coffee shop, Rep. 
Ro Khanna was sitting across 
from one of  his many billionaire 
constituents discussing an un-
comfortable subject: the growing 
unpopularity of  billionaires and 
their giant tech companies.

“There’s some more humility 
out here,” said Khanna, D-Santa 
Clara.

The billionaire on the other 
side of  the table let out a nervous 
laugh. Chris Larsen was on his 
third startup and well on his way 
to being one of  the wealthiest peo-
ple in the valley, if  not the world.

“Realizing people hate your 
guts has some value,” he joked.

For decades, Democrats 
and Republicans have hailed 
America’s business elite, 
especially in Silicon Valley, as 
the country’s salvation. The 
government might be gridlocked, 
the electorate angry and divided, 

By GREG JAFFE
WASHINGTON POST
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INCOME INEQUALITY

A poet’s Pulitzer moment

Forrest Gander was pleasant-
ly surprised.

Standing in the backyard of  
his Petaluma home, high on a 
hillside on the west side of  town, 
the 63-year-old poet, author, 
translator and literary critic 
looked to his left and exclaimed, 
“Ooh, the wisteria is in bloom!”

That he hadn’t noticed this de-
velopment until late Thursday 
afternoon was understandable. 
Gander’s life has been a bit hec-
tic since Monday, when he was 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for 
Poetry for his collection, “Be 
With.”

After receiving the news in a 
phone call from an editor, then 
making sure he wasn’t being 
pranked, Gander emptied the 

dishwasher, did some vacu-
uming and then called his son, 
the sculptural furniture maker 
Brecht Wright Gander, who’d 
just read some pages from his 
father’s next book.

“He had an excoriating and 
accurate critique of  it,” said 
Forrest, with a wry smile, “and 
I was regular again.”

On Thursday, after return-
ing from the South Bay, where 
he’d given a reading at San Jose 
State, a congratulatory bottle of  

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Forrest Gander of Petaluma has been awarded the 2019 Pulitzer Prize for 
Poetry for his collection of poems called “Be With.”  

By AUSTIN MURPHY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

PETALUMA » Recognition for book dedicated to his 
late wife leads writer to a brighter new chapter
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Barlow tenants face  
turmoil, hard choices

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG /  THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Rick Michels works on flood repairs and improvements Tuesday for The Farmer’s Wife at The Barlow in Sebastopol. Although the floodwaters have 
long since retreated to the Laguna de Santa Rosa where they originated, tenants continue to face confusion and chaos in the wake of the disaster.

Two men atop a hydraulic 
lift outside Zazu Kitchen & 
Farm caught people’s at-

tention at The Barlow last week 
as they carefully freed a massive 
pink, junk art pig from the upper 
corner of  the eatery and pre-
pared to move it off-site.

The well-known restaurant 
was among the original Barlow 
tenants when the marketplace 
and maker space debuted in 
2013, bringing “industrial chic” 
to Sebastopol’s former apple 
packing district and revitalizing 
a corner of  town known earlier 
for rundown warehouses and 
closed canneries. 

The porcine sculpture created 
by beloved local artist Patrick 
Amiot — its form providing the 
signature image for art through-
out Zazu — had hung outside 
like a sentry since the beginning. 

But in the wake of  flooding 
that caused millions of  dollars in 
damage throughout the upscale 
market district in February, the 
husband-and-wife team behind 

Zazu abruptly pulled up stakes 
Thursday and moved their 
equipment and personal proper-
ty off The Barlow grounds.

“Uh-oh,” a passer-by said as 
the move was underway. “You 
don’t take the pig down for 
nothing.”

Zazu was well on its way to 
being restored and readied to 
reopen. But owner Duskie Estes 
said she and her husband, John 
Stewart, reached impasse before 
they could even start negotiat-
ing with Barlow owner Barney 
Aldridge over compensation for 

their losses. They and many of  
their fellow Barlow proprietors 
believe those losses were avoid-
able had carefully laid flood pro-
tection measures been launched 
more quickly than they were two 
months ago.

“We built our dream here,” 
Estes said last week, as workers 
loaded trucks with stainless steel 
ranges, refrigeration units and 
other commercial kitchen equip-
ment used for Zazu and Black 
Pig Meat Co., operated within.
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A sculpture by Patrick Amiot is carried by forklift from the entrance of 
Zazu Kitchen & Farm on Thursday at The Barlow. The owners of Zazu 
decided to close the restaurant this week.

SEBASTOPOL » AFTERMATH OF FEBRUARY FLOOD

Some merchants 
mull legal action; 
site manager says 
plan was followed 
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Flood plan 
for complex 
sunk by 
rising water

It was about 2 a.m. on 
Feb. 27 when Carlos 
Rosas and his wife drove 

north from his home in Pet-
aluma to check on Barrio, 
his Mexican restaurant at 
The Barlow in Sebastopol.

He had closed up four 
hours early the night be-
fore, concerned about the 
heavy rain and the safety 
of  his staff.

The roads were covered 
in runoff in the pre-dawn 
dark, but the restaurant 
“is my place,” said Rosas. 
“It’s everything I have. 
...That’s the reason I 
came.”

The couple were among 
the first to confront an 
overwhelming, nearly 
unrecognizable scene.

A handful of  soaked 
workers, including Barlow 

By MARY CALLAHAN
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