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leads Oakland in win over Boston.  C1

MUSICAL THERAPY » Polio survivor’s 
refusal to give up piano pays off.  D1
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Pruitt’s 
woes 
echoing 
his past

OKLAHOMA CITY — Early 
in Scott Pruitt’s political career, 
as a state senator from Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, he attended a gath-
ering at the Oklahoma City 
home of  an influential telecom-
munications lobbyist who was 
nearing retirement and about to 
move away.

The lobbyist said that after the 
2003 gathering, 
Pruitt — who 
had a modest 
legal practice 
and a state sal-
ary of  $38,400 
— reached 
out to her. He 
wanted to buy 
her showplace 
home as a sec-
ond residence 
for when he was in the state cap-
ital.

“For those ego-minded politi-
cians, it would be pretty cool to 
have this house close to the cap-
itol,” said the lobbyist, Marsha 
Lindsey. “It was stunning.”

Soon Pruitt was staying there, 
and so was at least one other 
lawmaker, according to inter-
views. Pruitt even bought Lind-
sey’s antique rugs, artwork and 
dining room set as furnishings, 
she said.

A review of  real estate and 
other public records shows that 
Pruitt was not the sole own-
er: The property was held by a 
shell company registered to a 
business partner and law school 
friend, Kenneth Wagner. Wag-
ner now holds a top political job 
at the Environmental Protection 

Facing ethics scrutiny, 
EPA chief’s lobbyist ties 
started in Oklahoma
By STEVE EDER  
AND HIROKO TABUCHI
NEW YORK TIMES
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Laughter, tears as former  
first lady Bush remembered

HOUSTON — Barbara Bush was 
remembered as the “first lady of  the 
Greatest Generation” during a funeral 
Saturday attended by four former U.S. 
presidents and hundreds of  other people 
who filled a Houston church with laugh-
ter as much as tears, with many recalling 
her quick wit and devotion to family.

Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush joked 
that his mother called her style of  rais-

ing him and his siblings “‘a benevolent 
dictatorship’ — but honestly, it wasn’t 
always benevolent.” She was widely ad-
mired for her plainspoken style during 
her husband George H.W. Bush’s presi-
dency and was known as “The Enforcer” 
in her high-powered family.

Jeb Bush said he could feel her pres-
ence Saturday inside the nation’s larg-
est Episcopal church and that she would 
likely have given him advice: “Jeb, keep 
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Former 
President 
George H.W. 
Bush is assisted 
by his son and 
former Presi-
dent George 
W. Bush as  
family mem-
bers follow 
the pallbearers 
carrying the 
casket of for-
mer first lady 
Barbara Bush 
during her   
funeral Satur-
day in Houston.

By JUAN A. LOZANO
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Defenders  
of the Planet

EARTH DAY 2018 » Environmental experts from across county 
offer encouraging reasons why there’s still hope amid challenges

It’s been almost a half-century since 
newly minted leaders of  the U.S. 
environmental movement called on 

Americans to rise and be counted as 
defenders of  the planet 
and its increasingly 
imperiled ecosystems.

For the first Earth 
Day — April 22, 1970 
— organizers wanted 
to take mainstream what had been an 
emerging awareness of  the planet’s 
fragility, a call to action launched in the 
decade that had just ended.

The risks were abundant: pesticides, 
air pollution, oil spills, toxic dumps, 
overpopulation and depletion of  land 
and water resources. 

Pioneering images from the U.S. space 
program at that time revealed Earth as 
the finite world it remains to this day 
— small and glowing in a vast universe. 
Early Earth Day sponsors saw “a grave 
crisis” on the horizon, one that demand-
ed urgency, commitment and action by 

all inhabitants.
“Are we able to meet 

the challenge? Yes. We 
have the technology 
and the resources,” 
Earth Day founder 

Gaylord Nelson, a senator from Wiscon-
sin, declared on that first day of  mass 
reflection. “Are we willing? That is the 
unanswered question.”

His query still hangs in the air. Sus-
tained campaigns to clean up our air 

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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ABOVE: “If we could manage our 
waterways to support salmon, so much 
else would fall into place,” says Brock 
Dolman, above, who teaches permaculture 
at Occidental Arts and Ecology Center.

BELOW: “There is a tremendous 
amount of energy and urgency and 
passion in that scientific community,” 
says Tessa Hill, below, of the UC Davis 
Bodega Marine Laboratory.

REPLANTING GREENERY IN SR
Volunteers mark Earth Day by helping 
repopulate trees and shrubs in areas 
burned by fires in Fountaingrove / A3

Man arrested in fatal stabbing

An 18-year-old man suspect-
ed of  stabbing to death another 
Sebastopol man near downtown 
about noon on Saturday was 
arrested hours later in Marin 
County after leading authorities 
on an extensive manhunt.

Anthony William Ibach of  Se-
bastopol was arrested around 
6  p.m. in San Rafael, said Sgt. 
Henri Boustany with the Sono-

ma County 
Sheriff’s Office, 
which is assist-
ing in the inves-
tigation. 

Ibach is sus-
pected of  kill-
ing Cory Alan 
Vaughn, 19, 
after a fight be-
tween the two 
spilled from a 
nearby house 
party into a 
parking lot shared by the Gra-
venstein Grill and several other 
businesses at the intersection 
of  Bodega Avenue and Pleasant 
Hill Road, Sebastopol police said.

The stabbing occurred less 

than an hour after the end of  the 
town’s popular Apple Blossom 
Parade, an annual springtime 
event which draws thousands of  
people to downtown Sebastopol. 

Witnesses saw Ibach stab 
the man multiple times about 
12:30 p.m. before fleeing in a bur-
gundy BMW sedan, police said. 
Vaughn, who was a 2016 Analy 
High School graduate, according 
to a friend, died in the parking 
lot after unsuccessful attempts 
by a friend and paramedics to 
resuscitate him, police said.

The homicide had no ties to 
the nearby businesses.

Ibach was known to Sebastopol 

SEBASTOPOL » Killing in  
parking lot ignites search, 
capture in San Rafael
BY NICK RAHAIM AND ELOÍSA 
RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Friends of the stabbing victim console each other as Sebastopol police 
investigate a homicide in a parking lot in Sebastopol on Saturday.

Anthony  
Ibach 
Sebastopol man is 
suspected in fatal 
attack after party


