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EASTER CELEBRATION » SR church prepares meals 
for homeless as part of annual brunch.   A3

IN THE DRIVER’S SEAT » Warriors grind out 113-105 
win over LA to take 3-1 series lead.   B1
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Toll in Easter attacks hits 290

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — The 
clock hands on the steeple of   
St. Anthony’s Shrine were stuck 
at 8:45 a.m., the exact moment 
when the first suicide bomber’s 
explosion ripped through the 

wooden pews as Easter Sunday 
worshippers were praying.

Minutes later a second sui-
cide blast shattered the Sun-
day brunch tranquility at the 
Shangri-La Hotel’s Table One 
Restaurant, a favorite of  foreign 
tourists.

Within a few hours on Sun-
day, suicide bombings hit three 
Catholic churches and three up-
scale hotels in the Indian Ocean 
island nation of  Sri Lanka, still 
recovering from a quarter-cen-
tury civil war in which the sui-

cide bomb was pioneered.
More than 290 people were 

killed and at least 500 wounded 
in the bombings, which the fi-
nance minister, Mangala Sama-
raweera, called “a well-coordi-
nated attempt to create murder, 
mayhem and anarchy.”

By day’s end, police said at 
least 13 people had been ar-
rested in connection with the 
attacks in the capital, Colombo, 
and the cities of  Negombo and 
Batticaloa. Seven of  them were 
seized at a hideout after one 

suspect blew himself  up, killing 
three officers.

There was no immediate 
claim of  responsibility. Police 
said they believed the bombings 
were the work of  one group but 
declined to identify it.

At least 35 of  the victims were 
foreigners, including several 
Americans. For years, as Sri 
Lanka has climbed away from 
war, it has been building a ro-
bust tourism industry.

The bombings were the dead-
liest attack on Christians in 

South Asia in recent memory 
and punctuated a rising trend of  
religious-based violence in the 
region.

The St. Anthony’s Shrine 
blast left a scene of  broken bod-
ies, billowing black smoke and 
splintered wood. “It was a river 
of  blood,” said N.A. Sumana-
pala, a shopkeeper near the 
church who said he had run in-
side to help.

“Ash was falling like snow,” 

Sri Lanka authorities 
say some had been 
warned 10 days earlier
By DHARISHA BASTIANS  
AND JEFFREY GETTLEMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Fire survivors Jeff Sengstack, left, and his wife, Birgit Meitza-Sengstack, and attorney Jon Eisenberg, stand for a portrait Friday at the Sengstacks’ 
home, which is being rebuilt after it burned down during the Tubbs fire, in the Larkfield-Wikiup neighborhood of Santa Rosa.

Fire claims in dispute
SANTA ROSA » Lawsuit says state failed to stop unregistered insurance 
adjusters from giving advice to homeowners after 2017 Tubbs fire

Two Sonoma County men are suing 
the California Department of  Insur-
ance for allegedly allowing out-of-

state insurance adjusters to work illegally 
in the state without proper registration, 
enabling unsupervised adjusters to dole 
out costly bad advice to wildfire survivors.

Plaintiffs Jeff Sengstack, who lost his 
Santa Rosa home in the October 2017 wild-
fires, and Jon Eisenberg, his friend and a 
Healdsburg attorney who volunteered in 
the firestorm’s aftermath to help people 

with insurance questions, are asking a 
judge to order Insurance Commissioner 
Ricardo Lara to take a stronger stance 
toward these adjusters by more strictly 
regulating their activities.

They argue the state agency didn’t 
properly investigate complaints that these 
unlicensed adjusters regularly misin-
formed people about their rights under 
California law. Adjusters wrongly told 
wildfire survivors they could not receive 
full replacement costs if  they decide not 
to rebuild and gave incorrect deadlines for 
receiving benefits, according to their com-
plaint, filed in November in San Francisco 

Superior Court. 
“We’re trying to say to the commission-

er: Please do your job. You have reason 
to believe there are out-of-state adjusters 
coming after these conflagrations and 
they’re giving bad advice,” said the men’s 
attorney, Neil Goteiner. “We ask you (the 
commissioner) to figure out whether or 
not this is happening and whether on a 
widespread basis homeowners are getting 
false information.”

Officials with the California Depart-
ment of  Insurance defended the agency’s 

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Giuliani 
OK with 
hacked 
data

PALM BEACH, Florida — 
President Donald Trump’s per-
sonal lawyer, Rudy Giuliani, 
insisted Sunday that it was ac-
ceptable for a political campaign 
to use hacked information about 
its opponent obtained from a 
foreign adversary — though he 
personally would have advised 
against it.

“ T h e r e ’ s 
nothing wrong 
with taking in-
formation from 
Russians,” Gi-
uliani said on 
CNN’s “State 
of  the Union,” 
adding that he 
would have ar-
gued against 
using it, “out of  excess of  cau-
tion.”

“It depends on where it came 
from,” he said, adding on NBC’s 
“Meet the Press” that a politi-
cal campaign’s decision to use 
stolen information from foreign 
adversaries “depends on the sto-
len material.”

Giuliani’s assertion, which 
built on similar previous re-
marks that he had later backed 
away from, was offered partly as 
a rebuttal to questioning about a 
meeting at Trump Tower in 2016 
in which Trump campaign aides 
met with Russians offering dirt 
on Hillary Clinton. 

It also underscored another 
aspect of  the special counsel’s 
report, released last week by the 
Justice Department, that the 
president has largely avoided 

President’s lawyer says 
‘nothing wrong’ with 
using files Russia stole
By EMILY COCHRANE AND 
CATIE EDMONDSON
NEW YORK TIMES
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