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A STANDOUT FOR 
SONOMA ACADEMY  
Small School Girls Basketball Player of Year 
named; All-Empire honors all week Sports

SWEEP OF HOMELESS CAMPS
Petaluma police clear sites, arrest 8 Empire

REMEMBERING BOB ST. CLAIR
Padecky on ex-49er’s softer side Sports

‘Big One’ could spark flurry of quakes
INSIDE
More than  
143 million  
people in the 
Lower 48 live in 
quake zones, with 
about 28 million 
facing the highest 
threat, mostly 
along the West 
Coast, according 
to the USGS / A7 

LOS ANGELES — New research 
released Wednesday suggests that 
the shaking from “the Big One,” the 
long-predicted major earthquake on 
the San Andreas fault, could trigger 

additional large temblors on nearby 
faults, intensifying the overall seis-
mic impact.

The study suggests that such a 
quake “could presage a flurry of  
‘other Big Ones’ on other faults,” 
said University of  Southern Califor-
nia earth sciences professor James 
Dolan, “as stresses related to the 
original San Andreas fault earth-
quake are redistributed on other 
faults throughout Southern Califor-
nia.”

The study, presented by Dolan 

on Wednesday at a meeting of  the 
Seismological Society of  America in 
Pasadena, focuses on whether earth-
quakes are generated in “super- 
cycles.” An earthquake “super-cy-
cle” refers to when a large number 
of  earthquakes rupture on a single 
fault system in a relatively short pe-
riod of  time, like over a matter of  de-
cades or a few centuries.

The concept of  more than one 
Big One in a lifetime might feel out-
landish to Californians today. But it 
wasn’t so long ago when this state 

had more powerful earthquakes 
more frequently. The San Andreas 
fault, for example, suffered two ma-
jor ruptures in the 19th century: an 
earthquake of  about magnitude 7.5 
in 1812 and a much worse 7.9 earth-
quake in 1857.

The San Andreas fault in South-
ern California has been quiet since. 
And Southern California hasn’t had 
a true “Big One” — a quake greater 
than a 7.7 — since 1857.

“This period of  relative seismic 

Research: Major seismic activity  
on San Andreas might trigger 

large temblors on nearby faults

By RONG-GONG LIN II
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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SR schools chief cleared

WHAT’S NEXT
Santa Rosa City Schools to release the full report today. Check  
pressdemocrat.com for updated information.

Photos by KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

A partial standing ovation is given to Amy Stern, president of the Santa Rosa Teachers Association, at the Santa Rosa City Schools 
board meeting Wednesday at Santa Rosa City Hall. More than 150 people were in attendance.

Strained relations between San-
ta Rosa City Schools teachers and 
district officials were exacerbat-
ed Wednesday by investigation 
findings exonerating Superinten-
dent Socorro Shiels from public 
charges of  “malfeasance” and 
“blatant violations of  trust” lev-
eled by the teachers’ union presi-
dent last month.

In a report that also raised 
questions about the role of  school 
Trustee Ron Kristof  in provoking 
distrust of  district administrators, 
a Sacramento-area attorney hired 
to investigate the matter conclud-
ed that Santa Rosa Teachers As-
sociation President Amy Stern 
accused Shiels without a proper 
assessment of  the facts or “relied 
on incomplete information from 
unknown sources.” 

The findings were disclosed 
during a jammed board meeting 
attended by more than 150 people, 
most of  them teachers and many 

holding signs related to bitter, on-
going contract negotiations with 
district officials.

At issue is a Nov. 5, 2014 letter 
from the West County Transporta-
tion Agency, a joint powers author-
ity comprised of  16 local school 
districts, outlining the Santa Rosa 
district’s potential savings of  more 
than $2 million a year in student 
busing costs if  they were to join 
the transportation co-op.

Stern in March accused Shiels 
of  withholding the letter from 
the board of  trustees and trying 
to hide the prospect of  saving on 
transportation when it could have 
aided teachers’ contract bid for sal-
ary hikes and improved benefits.

Stern also issued a news re-
lease to that effect on behalf  of  the 
800-member union, saying Shiels’ 
failure to deliver the letter was 
part of  a pattern of  withholding 
information from the union that 
was relevant to negotiations.

She called Shiels’ alleged mis-
conduct “a breach of  the super-

Santa Rosa City Schools Superintendent Socorro Shiels 
listens to public comment from teachers Wednesday 
during a board meeting held at Santa Rosa City Hall

TEACHERS UNION ALLEGATIONS

Inquiry: Shiels didn’t withhold information from board
By MARY CALLAHAN
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Death is 
fourth of 
abalone 
season

In the latest death of  an aba-
lone hunter on the Mendocino 
Coast, a Contra Costa County 
man perished this week after he 
became trapped by an incoming 
tide and fell to his death trying 
to climb to safety.

Joel Falcon, 52, lost his foot-
ing on the steep coastal cliff and 
fell about 75 feet to the rocky 
shore below, Mendocino Sher-
iff’s Capt. Greg Van Patten said 
Wednesday. 

The El Cerrito man’s death 
Tuesday was the fourth abalone- 
related fatality in Mendocino 
County in 10 days in the young 
season, which started April 1. 
Three men died April 12, soon 
after getting into rough water 
off Caspar Cove, a popular aba-
lone site near Fort Bragg.

Deaths of  abalone-seeking 

Man fell as he tried to climb 
to safety after being trapped 
by tide at Mendocino Coast

By RANDI ROSSMANN 
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Barry Bonds’ 
conviction 
overturned

It took the legal world’s ver-
sion of  quite a few extra in-
nings, but it 
appears home 
run king Barry 
Bonds has won 
his most im-
portant game 
against the 
federal govern-
ment.

A federal 
appeals court 
on Wednesday 
overturned Bonds’ 2011 obstruc-
tion of  justice conviction, con-
cluding there was insufficient 
evidence to back up the charge 
that his rambling testimony 
interfered with a federal grand 
jury probing the Balco steroids 

By HOWARD MINTZ
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS
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