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Late ballot notices upset voters
Mix-up causes some to
fear they will not be
able to vote in primary
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County elections officials were scrambling Friday
after discovering that hundreds
of notices to registered voters
not affiliated with a state-recognized political party were

US joins
deal to
lower
emissions

postmarked after a deadline to
request ballots for the presidential primary.
Notices received this week by
about 800 voters set an April 15
cutoff to choose a mail-in ballot
from one of three recognized
parties allowing crossovers —
the American Independent,
Democratic and Libertarian
parties.
However, because of a technical error, the notices hit mailboxes after the deadline, causing

many people to fear they would
not be able to vote June 7.
Frantic calls poured in to
county election officials, who assured voters it was all a mistake
and they would receive a ballot
in time.
Among them were Santa Rosa
residents Lynn and Leonard
Riepenhoff, who received the
late notices in the mail Thursday.
“I thought, ‘Something’s not
right here,’” said the retired ac-

countant.
“The left hand doesn’t know
what the right hand is doing. I
thought I couldn’t vote.”
County elections officials
urged voters to disregard the
deadline and mail the purple
or green cards back as soon as
possible.
Deena
Thompson-Stalder,
election manager for the registrar of voters, said the county
will send out requested primary
ballots until May 31.

She said the late mailings happened because of a switch to a
statewide database that caused
some voters to be overlooked.
As a result, there was a delay
in sending notices to those registered in parties not recognized
by the state, she said. Examples
include Ross Perot’s Reform
Party, which does not have
enough registered members in
California to be a qualified politTURN TO BALLOT » PAGE A2
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170 countries pledge to
cut greenhouse gases to
ward off climate change
By DARRYL FEARS
THE WASHINGTON POST

Secretary of State John Kerry
joined the leaders of 170 nations
Friday morning in signing an
agreement to lower greenhouse
gas emissions as part of a global effort to ward off potentially
catastrophic impacts of climate
change.
The event, at the United Nations headquarters in New York,
coincided with Earth Day and
marked “the largest number of
countries ever to sign an international agreement in a single
day,” said U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.
“We are breaking records in
this chamber, and this is good
news. But there are also records being broken outside,”
Ki-moon said, referencing the
hotter-than-ever recorded temperatures of the first three
months of 2016. Other events
tied to climate change also have
triggered sharp concern globally: Greenland’s massive ice
sheet has experienced more
melting this spring than researchers have ever seen. Coral
reefs known for their eye-catching colors are turning white in
warming seas, with the Great
Barrier Reef experiencing unprecedented bleaching right
now.
“We are in a race against
time,”Ki-moon said.
The signing at 10:50 a.m., an
hour behind schedule due to
dignitaries’ lengthy speeches,
was for a commitment to abide
by the accord reached by an
overwhelming majority of U.N.
member states at climate talks
in Paris late last year. Negotiators there agreed to take steps
to prevent global temperatures
TURN TO CLIMATE » PAGE A7
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Now-retired Army Staff Sgt. Jeremiah Pauley, left, embraces Marine Terrance Gant of Phoenix after a hike on Friday in the Armstrong Redwoods
State Reserve in Guerneville with others from the Wounded Warrior Project.

Dozens of veterans gather in Sonoma County for cycling event
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A sense of patriotic duty prompted Jeremiah Pauley to join the Army in 1996.
He’d watched the Gulf War unfold on
television five years earlier, admiring the
American troops who drove Iraqi forces
out of Kuwait.
“I figured I owed it to them and the many
that came before to dedicate myself to our
country,” said Pauley, 40, who lives in Petaluma with his wife and two children.
Pauley served as a combat patrol leader in Iraq and came home in 2006 with
his right arm damaged by shrapnel from
a bomb that went off about three feet in

front of him, killing one of his squad
members. He suffered from anxiety, depression, nightmares and thoughts of
committing suicide, classic symptoms of
post traumatic stress disorder.
Then he was invited on a Soldier Ride
sponsored by the Wounded Warrior Project in 2011.
“It gave me a new purpose in life,”said
Pauley, a staff sergeant when he got out
of the Army. “I went from being a warrior
ready to take my own life to being a warrior who wanted to help others.”
Pauley was among more than three dozen veterans gathered this week in SonoTURN TO VETERANS » PAGE A2

Pauley joined the Army in 1996 after he was
inspired by watching the first Gulf War on TV.

Prince may have hid health problems
By JEFF BAENEN
AND AMY FORLITI
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Officials said there were no signs
of foul play when Prince’s body
was found on Thursday.
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MINNEAPOLIS — Prince
talked dirty in song but had a
reputation for clean living. He
also had an ability to put on
shows that were electrifying in
their athleticism.
But after his death at age 57
— following a series of canceled
shows and a reported emergency plane landing for medical
treatment — questions swirled
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Friday over whether the music
superstar had been hiding serious health problems from his
fans.
An autopsy was conducted
Friday and the body released
to his family. Authorities said it
could be weeks before the cause
of death is released.
But Carver County Sheriff
Jim Olson said Prince’s body
had no signs of violence when
he was found unresponsive
Thursday morning in an elevator at Paisley Park, his estate

in suburban Minneapolis, and
there was nothing to suggest
it was suicide. Olson said it appeared Prince had been at the
compound alone.
“This is certainly a big event
internationally and nationally,
and I can tell you that we are going to leave no stone unturned
with this and make sure the
public knows what happened,”
the sheriff said at a news conference.
Olson and a spokeswoman for
the medical examiner refused
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to say whether any prescription
drugs were taken from Prince’s
home after his death, and they
would not comment on a report
by the celebrity website TMZ
that the “Purple Rain” star had
suffered an overdose of a powerful painkiller less than a week
before he died.
The sheriff said Prince was
last seen alive by an acquaintance who dropped him off at
Paisley Park at 8 p.m. Wednes-
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