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NO SERIES SWEEP 
FOR WARRIORS »  
Fired-up Ginobili 
helps deliver win 
for  San Antonio; 
Game 5 set for 
Tuesday.   B1

FEASTING FOR  
FUNDRAISER »  
Community digs 
into pancakes 
to benefit upkeep 
of historic Bodega 
church.   A3

Macron to woo Trump in US

WASHINGTON — The last time 
they met face to face, at the United 
Nations in September, French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron was puz-
zled when President Donald Trump 
and his delegation seemed to have no 
agenda, carried no papers and took 

no notes.
“It was like a good discussion with 

a buddy in a bar,” recalled a French 
official. “At the end, you don’t know 
exactly what it means.” Now that 
Trump has been in office longer, the 
official mused, “maybe the process is 
different.”

At the very least, the agenda will 
be clear to both sides when Macron 
arrives here today for the first of-
ficial state visit Trump has hosted 
for any leader. Following their joint 
attack, with Britain, on Syrian Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad’s chemical 

weapons facilities early this month, 
there is a Syria strategy to figure 
out. Trade, climate change, Russia, 
North Korea and counterterrorism 
are all on the to-do list.

But no issue looms larger than 
Iran, and the nuclear agreement 
that the United States and five oth-
er countries signed with Tehran in 
2015. Trump has called it a bad deal 
and said the United States will with-
draw unless it is “fixed.” Signatories 
France, Britain and Germany vehe-
mently disagree, say there can be no 
changes to the agreement, and have 

pledged they will not follow Trump’s 
lead.

The U.S. decision deadline is May 
12. Failure to work out a compro-
mise between the United States and 
its closest European allies that will 
keep the nuclear accord alive could 
lead to the most significant trans-At-
lantic breach in decades.

Enter Macron. By consensus 
among his counterparts in Europe, 
if  there is accommodation to be 
reached with Trump on Iran, he is 

Europe’s leaders see French 
president’s visit as chance 
to save Iran nuclear deal
By KAREN DEYOUNG
WASHINGTON POST
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Emmanuel 
Macron
French president 
considered the 
man to close the 
deal with Trump 
on Iran.
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Lori Herington, left, and Lorena Hernandez paint wine barrel planters Friday behind the Lewis Opportunity School in Santa Rosa in preparation for 
Santa Rosa City Schools opening a wellness clinic for students and families who were impacted in October’s wildfires.

Free clinic to open in SR 
OCTOBER WILDFIRES » Children, families need support beyond 
school year, so volunteers are readying a summer wellness site

Santa Rosa schools officials 
have been worried that 
students this summer 

won’t have access to support 
and services they need to cope 
with the trauma from last year’s 
wildfires. 

Schools had beefed up their 
counseling services immediate-
ly after the fires broke out the 
night of  Oct. 8, with psycholo-
gists, school administrators and 
teachers closely monitoring stu-
dents impacted by the fires. But 
district officials knew something 
needed to be done during the 

summer months.
So the district is opening a 

clinic this summer behind the 
shuttered Lewis Opportunity 
School on Lomitas Avenue to 
provide free medical, counsel-
ing and academic support to 
families affected by the wildfires, 
regardless of  whether their kids 
attend Santa Rosa schools.

“School can be a strong social 
support for students and fami-
lies, but in the summer, many 
are on their own,” said Steve 
Mizera, Santa Rosa City Schools’ 
assistant superintendent of  stu-
dent and family services.   

Mizera said the district has re-
ceived grants totaling $1 million 

from the North Bay Fire Relief  
Fund, Comcast NBCUniversal 
and an anonymous donor, by 
way of  the United Way of  the 
Wine Country, to jump-start the 
Santa Rosa Integrated Wellness 
Center. While the clinic still 
needs an additional $800,000 to 
roll out all the services, Mizera 
said, the grants will allow the 
district to begin academic and 
mental health services as it con-
tinues raising cash.

“We will create the program 
with what we have,” said Mizera, 
who hopes to partner with Santa 
Rosa Community Health Centers 

By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“Stress,  
anxiety and 
academic 
and medical 
needs don’t 
just happen 
between 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.” 
DIANN KITAMURA,  
superintendent of Santa 
Rosa City Schools

Bay Area 
quake 
safety 
lagging

SAN FRANCISCO — The Bay 
Area is falling behind on efforts 
to retrofit buildings that are 
vulnerable to collapse during a 
major earthquake, according to 
a newspaper analysis.

The Los Angeles Times re-
ported Sunday that there are up 
to 3,000 brittle concrete struc-
tures in San Francisco, yet the 
city doesn’t have a list of  where 
they are located. The building 
type is one of  the deadliest in 
quakes.

Across the bay in Oakland, 
there are nearly 2,000 possibly 
vulnerable wood-frame apart-
ment buildings at risk of  col-
lapse in a seismic event — and 
there is no law to require them 
to be fixed. And San Jose doesn’t 
even have a list of  its more than 
1,000 apartment blocks thought 
to be at risk, the newspaper said.

Five years ago, San Francisco 
made history by becoming the 
first of  California’s largest cities 
to require property owners to 
retrofit wood-frame apartments 
at serious risk of  collapse in a 
major quake, like the one that 
destroyed much of  the city in 
1906.

Since then, new efforts have 
stalled in San Francisco and 
surrounding cities, while com-
munities in Southern California 
have expanded mandatory seis-
mic retrofitting efforts, accord-
ing to the Times.

Across the Bay Area, there 
are an estimated 18,000 vulner-
able wood-frame “soft-story” 
buildings that can collapse when 
upper stories fall on the flimsy 
ground floor holding parking or 
stores. Sixteen people died when 
a similar-type apartment struc-

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Report: Thousands  
of structures in need 
of seismic retrofitting
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State cracks ring stealing coastal plants

California’s wildlife detectives have cracked 
an international plant heist, sleuthing from the 
most curious clues — spilled dirt from mailed 
packages, stuffed backpacks left on ocean bluffs, 
a suspicious van filled with big boxes, and holes 
in the sand.

It’s the Golden State’s first-ever undercover 
plant investigation — and a tale of  amazing ob-
session, where vigilant authorities, passionate 
plant lovers and an irked postal customer dis-

covered that foreign thieves are slipping into 
California’s wild landscapes, fueling a budding 
black market in the lucrative exotic plant indus-
try.

The suspects, Korean and Chinese nationals, 
face criminal charges.

And the kidnapped plants — small, squat and 
cherished succulents called Dudleya farinosa — 
once again are back in American soil. This week, 
volunteers returned more than 2,000  plants to 
their wild and windswept Northern California 
coastal cliffs. Hundreds more will stay in pots, 
tended by other volunteers, until autumn re-
planting.

“These plants belong to California. They’re 

STAN SHEBS 

More than a thousand Dudleya 
farinosa plants taken from Northern 
Californa coastal bluffs were seized 
recently by wildlife officers.

By LISA M. KRIEGER
MERCURY NEWS
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Succulents by thousands found after 
tips lead to Asian smuggling suspects


