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TREATS ON THE GO: 
Costeaux French Bakery 
opens store at Sonoma 
County Airport for 
travelers on the move / A8

INSIDE

PHOTOS BY JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County Water Agency managers Greg Guensch, left, and David Cunea stand near a side channel along Dry Creek built to create habitat 
for fish along the tributary to the Russian River. Stumps, rock formations and plantings were also added to slow down the fast-moving creek.

Calmer water, safer fish
HEALDSBURG » DRY CREEK HABITAT RESTORATION

Overlooking water that was 
swiftly running through a 
broad channel that was most-

ly a patch of  thick brush and trees 
until last year, local and federal offi-
cials and others on Monday marked 
the halfway point in a 13-year, 
$81 million fish habitat restoration 
project along Dry Creek.

In the past seven years, Sonoma 
Water and the U.S. Army Corps of  
Engineers have completed about 
3 of  the 6 miles of  streambed they 
intend to rehabilitate and enhance 
to give endangered salmonid species 
that call the creek home a better 

chance to survive.
“This is, I think, one of  the gems 

of  our region and really a highlight 
project,” Army Corps Brigadier 
General Kimberly Collaton told 
those assembled.

As they toasted the conclusion 
of  the final phase in the first round 
of  projects at the edge of  a Ferrari-
Carano vineyard in Healdsburg, 
the two key partners approved an 
agreement committing to continued 
work on the effort.

But they have little choice. A 
2008 biological opinion issued by the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
required the two agencies to restore 

Federal, local officials fete halfway point 
in $81 million streambed rehab project
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SACRAMENTO — Gov. Gavin 
Newsom’s administration is tak-
ing unprecedented steps to com-
bat President Donald Trump’s 
efforts to ship more water to his 
agricultural allies in the San 
Joaquin Valley.

Saying Trump’s water plans 
are scientifically indefensible 
and would violate the state’s En-
dangered Species Act, the state 
Department of  Water Resourc-
es on Friday began drawing up 
new regulations governing how 
water is pumped from the Sacra-
mento-San Joaquin Delta to the 
southern half  of  the state.

The move sets the stage for 

another confrontation 
between Trump and 
Newsom over the fu-
ture of  California’s wa-
ter supply and the fish 
that live in it. Already, 
the state has sued the 
Trump administration 
more than 45 times over 
issues ranging from 
immigration to climate 
change.

State officials believe the 
Trump administration’s plans 
will hurt the Delta’s fragile fish 

populations — and could 
lead to water supply 
cuts to 25 million Cal-
ifornians who receive 
drinking water from 
the state’s pumps in the 
estuary. The Trump ad-
ministration has argued 
that the pumps can be 
opened wider without 
harming the endan-

gered fish.
The issue revolves around 

US, state battle over California’s water
SACRAMENTO-SAN JOAQUIN DELTA » Newsom 
administration asserts right to limit pumping
By RYAN SABALOW 
AND DALE KASLER
SACRAMENTO BEE

Sonoma County Supervisor and Director of Sonoma Water 
James Gore high-fives Sonoma water specialist Andrea 
Rodriguez before a ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

Gavin
Newsom

LGBTQ RIGHTS

Justices 
taking 
on key 
cases

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court will deliver elec-
tion-year rulings on one of  the 
nation’s most consequential and 
unsettled civil rights issues — 
whether federal anti-discrimi-
nation laws prevent employers 
from firing workers because 
of  their sexual orientation and 
gender identity.

The justices announced Mon-
day they accepted three cases 
involving gay and transgender 
employees for the term that will 
begin in October. The issue has 
percolated for years in lower 
courts, and the justices spent 
months deciding whether now 
was the time to review those 
rulings.

It’s sure to be one of  the new 
docket’s most controversial top-
ics, raising the profiles of  the 
Supreme Court and gay rights 
as a crowded field of  Democrats 
challenge President Trump for 
the White House.

The cases involve a transgen-
der funeral home director who 
won her case after being termi-
nated; a gay skydiving instruc-
tor who successfully challenged 
his firing; and a social worker 
who was unable to convince a 
court that he was unlawfully 
dismissed because of  his sexual 
orientation.

All share a common question: 
whether Title VII of  the Civil 
Rights Act of  1964, which 
forbids discrimination on the 
basis of  sex, is broad enough 
to encompass discrimination 
based on gender identity or 

Supreme Court to decide 
if gender ID, orientation 
can be cause for firing
By ROBERT BARNES
WASHINGTON POST
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County population plummets

Sonoma County lost about 
3,300 residents in the year that 
followed the 2017 wildfires, 
according to new Census 
Bureau estimates that suggest 
the exodus of  people leaving 
the region is far larger than 

previously envisioned.
The population decline is 

even more dramatic than es-
timates released in December 
by the state Department of  Fi-
nance, which showed a decline 
of  2,207 residents — more than 
any other county in the state 
— after factoring in deaths and 
births. 

“It’s not surprising to me 
to see the numbers declin-
ing,” said Santa Rosa Mayor 
Tom Schwedhelm. “We lost 
3,100  homes in Santa Rosa, but 

how many people lived in each 
of  those homes?”

Schwedhelm said he’s 
particularly concerned about 
the impact of  the fires on 
working families and low- to 
moderate-income residents. 

In Coffey Park, which lost 
nearly 1,500 homes, 40% of  the 
residents were renters and 
could be priced out of  the neigh-
borhood once it is rebuilt, he 
said.

Schwedhelm said the census 
data continues to illustrate the 

need to address the ongoing 
housing crisis, which was exac-
erbated by the fires. He said San-
ta Rosa officials have increased 
efforts to “incentivize” housing 
development in the downtown 
area, near jobs and transporta-
tion.

David Rabbitt, chairman of  
the Sonoma County Board of  
Supervisors, also said he wasn’t 
surprised by the population de-
cline, given the magnitude of  
the disaster.

“Anecdotally, you hear of  

people moving on and moving 
out,” he said.

Rabbitt said the wildfires 
were indiscriminate, affecting 
all socioeconomic segments of  
the population. But he said he 
expected the county’s lower-
income residents are likely to be 
more impacted.  

“I would assume it would im-
pact those on the lower socio-
economic side, those who are se-
verely rent-burdened and don’t 

Loss of 3,300 residents 
called ‘alarming’ but not 
surprising after ’17 fires 
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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