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INSIDE

Macron, 
Le Pen 
to battle 
in runoff

PARIS — French voters on 
Sunday rejected the two political 
parties that dominated France’s 
post-World War II political life, 
pitting an anti-immigrant fire-
brand against an unconvention-
al centrist in a presidential elec-
tion that could determine the 
future of  the European Union 
and France’s place in the world.

By picking the pro-EU for-
mer economy minister Em-
manuel Macron and National 
Front leader Marine Le Pen to 
advance to the decisive May 7 
runoff, French citizens set up a 
stark choice. Now there will be 
a battle between a contender 
who wants to seal France tight 
against the tides of  globaliza-
tion and another who seeks to 
strip away even more barriers 
with the rest of  the world.

The victor could determine 
whether the international alli-
ances that formed the backbone 
of  the post-World War II West 
will strengthen — or be shat-
tered by the force of  nationalism. 
Le Pen has said she will seek to 
pull France out of  the European 
Union, a move many European 
leaders think would doom the 
28-nation bloc, and she would 
rekindle relations with Russian 

President faces tough week as milestone nears

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump is heading into 
one of  the most challenging 
weeks of  his presidency, jug-
gling a renewed health care 
push and a looming budget 
deadline. It’s all complicated 
by a potential showdown with 

Democrats over paying 
for a border wall.

The symbolic 100-day 
mark for the admin-
istration is Saturday. 
That’s the same day 
government could shut 
down without a bud-
get deal. Trump has 
announced a rally in 
Pennsylvania that day.

Despite Trump’s dismissal 
that the 100-day marker is “arti-
ficial,” the White House is plan-
ning a packed week of  activities 
leading up to Saturday. Trump 
will sign executive orders on en-

ergy and rural policies, 
meet with the president 
of  Argentina and travel 
to Atlanta for a National 
Rifle Association event. 
Top aides will also fan 
out around the country 
to promote the adminis-
tration.

Aides stressed on 
Sunday talk shows 

that funding a wall along the 
U.S.-Mexican border and a vote 
on an effort to repeal and re-
place President Barack Obama’s 
health care law were priorities. 
But they also suggested a shut-

down could be avoided.
“I don’t think anyone fore-

sees or expects or would want a 
shutdown,” said budget director 
Mick Mulvaney on “Fox News 
Sunday.”

Trump would like to revive a 
failed effort by House Republi-
cans to replace the Affordable 
Care Act, or “Obamacare.” He 
also hopes to use a $1 trillion 
catchall spending bill to salvage 
victories on his promised border 
wall, a multibillion-dollar down 
payment on a Pentagon buildup, 

France’s future with 
European Union could 
hinge on election
By MICHAEL BIRNBAUM 
AND JAMES MCAULEY
THE WASHINGTON POST

By CATHERINE LUCEY 
AND HOPE YEN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Ray Fankell of Clearlake tries his luck fishing Friday on Clear Lake. In the background is Mount Konocti.

New hope for a cleanup 
CLEAR LAKE » PLAGUED BY POLLUTION

Senate bill would task panel to come up with environmental solutions

Cloud-shrouded mountains towered 
above the glistening waters of  
Clear Lake on a recent April day as 

pelicans dove for fish and pairs of  grebes 
dashed side by side across the water in a 
mating ritual. But not all is pristine on the 
lake, which suffers from chronic problems 
with algae overgrowth and mercury con-
tamination from old mining operations, 
issues that have plagued the ancient lake 
for decades.

Local, state and federal officials over 
the years have launched numerous efforts 
to address the problems and avoid poten-
tial new ones like invasive mussels, with 
limited success. The efforts have included 
three failed county tax measures since 
2012 aimed at improving lake quality, an 
ongoing federal cleanup of  a mercury 
mine and a long-awaited wetlands resto-
ration project.

Now, a bill sponsored by Assemblymem-
ber Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, D-Winters, is 

offering new hope for lake improvements. 
AB 707 doesn’t currently include funding, 
but local and state officials say it could 
make such financing easier to obtain by 
getting multiple agencies and groups to 
work together on a common goal.

“This is a big deal,” said Lake County 

Supervisor Jim Steele, a former Fish and 
Wildlife scientist and manager.

AB 707 would create a “blue ribbon” 
committee that would bring together a 
battery of  scientists, elected officials,  

By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Grebes take part in a mating dance at Rodman Slough on Clear Lake near Nice.
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