
STATE-OF-THE-ART BUILDING » 
Rancho Cotate High unveils 
new multipurpose facility.  A3

SHARKS STUNNER » San Jose 
outlasts Golden Knights to 
win 5-4 in OT to advance.   C1

KEEP IT GLUTEN-FREE » Make 
your desserts stand out with 
recipes without flour.   D1
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OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS:  
State designates 3 areas 
in Sonoma County to be 
eligible for tax breaks from 
Trump administration / A3

INSIDE

Action 
urged at 
FEMA 
forum

Sonoma County Supervisor 
James Gore paused his pacing 
and let the words on the screen 
above him in the Luther Bur-
bank Center for the Arts bring 
home his message about emer-
gency preparedness and disas-
ter response. 

“WAKE UP,” said the top 
line of  Gore’s slide, followed 
by “WAKE UP OTHERS” and 
“STAY WOKE.”

Preparing to react to the next 
flood, wildfire or earthquake 
— and sharing plans with res-
idents — are the vital steps lo-
cal government officials must 
take in disaster-prone areas like 
Northern California, Gore told 
dozens of  emergency officials 
Tuesday at the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency’s 
Santa Rosa PrepTalks event. 

Otherwise, “you will find 
yourselves in a world of  hurt 
later,” Gore said. 

He was among the first county 
officials in the aftermath of  the 
2017 fires to admit that the coun-
ty’s emergency warning system 
had failed to alert many of  those 
in the inferno’s path. Author-
ities should have done better 
to prepare themselves and the 
public for a countywide disaster, 
he said.   

On Tuesday, Gore was one 
of  several presenters at the 
PrepTalks symposium, which 
focused not only on how local 

Emergency managers 
turning to neighborhood 
readiness for future
By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court’s conservative ma-
jority seemed willing Tuesday 
to defer to the Trump adminis-
tration’s plan to add a citizen-
ship question to the 2020 Census 
despite evidence it could lead 
to an undercount of  millions of  
people.

The court’s ideological divide 

was on full display, and its rul-
ing, which is likely to come in 
June, could be its most import-
ant of  the term. The decenni-
al count of  the nation’s popu-
lation determines the size of  
each state’s congressional del-
egation, the number of  votes it 
receives in the electoral college 
and how the federal government 
allocates hundreds of  billions of  
dollars.

Unmentioned during the 
nearly 90-minute oral argument 

were the partisan stakes: An un-
dercount estimated by census 
officials of  about 6.5 million peo-
ple probably would affect states 
and urban areas with large 
Hispanic and immigrant popu-
lations, places that tend to vote 
Democratic.

The census case was the most 
controversial Trump adminis-
tration initiative to reach the 
high court since last year’s 5-to-
4 decision upholding the presi-
dent’s ban on certain travelers 
from a group of  mostly Muslim 
countries.

That same five-member ma-
jority seemed again ready to de-

fer to the executive branch, al-
though every lower-court judge 
to consider the issue found that 
Commerce Secretary Wilbur 
Ross violated federal law and 
regulations in attempting to in-
clude the question on the cen-
sus.

The lower-court judges 
starkly rebutted Ross’ claim that 
the information was requested 
by the Justice Department to 
enforce the Voting Rights Act, 
which protects minorities, and 
they noted his consultations 
with hard-line immigration 

Justices favor census citizenship query
SUPREME COURT » Conservative justices seem  
to lean toward support; liberals predict undercount
BY ROBERT BARNES 
AND MARK BERMAN
WASHINGTON POST
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DISASTER PREP

Islamic State claims bombings

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — As the 
death toll from the Easter bombings 
in Sri Lanka continued to rise, the 
Islamic State group claimed respon-
sibility Tuesday and released images 
that purported to show the attackers, 
while the country’s prime minister 
warned that several suspects armed 
with explosives were still at large.

Police said the death toll had risen 

to 359 and more suspects had 
been arrested. Police spokes-
man Ruwan Gunasekara 
said Wednesday morning 
that 18 suspects were arrest-
ed overnight, raising the to-
tal detained to 58. 

Another top government official 
said the suicide bombings at the 
churches, hotels and other sites were 
carried out by Islamic fundamental-
ists in apparent retaliation for the 
New Zealand mosque massacres last 
month that a white supremacist has 
been charged with carrying out.

The U.S. Embassy in Sri Lanka 
said Wednesday the FBI is on the 
ground in the country to help assist 
its investigation.

The embassy said it was 
part of  the support extended 
by President Trump.

The Islamic State group, 
which has lost all the terri-
tory it once held in Iraq and 
Syria, has made a series of  

unsupported claims of  responsibil-
ity and Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe said that investigators 
were still determining the extent of  
the bombers’ foreign links.

Sri Lankan authorities have 
blamed the attacks on National To-
wheed Jamaar, a little-known Is-
lamic extremist group in the island 
nation. Its leader, alternately known 

SRI LANKA » More arrests 
made in Easter attacks  
as death toll rises sharply
By EMILY SCHMALL  
AND KRISHAN FRANCIS
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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A Sri Lankan family mourns Tuesday next to the coffins 
of their three family members, all victims of the Easter 
Sunday bombings, in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

INSIDE
Grief turns to 
anger as nation 
begins to bury  
its dead / A9

Howarth Park in Santa 
Rosa was bustling with 
walkers, children climb-

ing on the jungle gym and cou-
ples mingling Tuesday night. 
Nearly every picnic table under 
the trees was taken by groups 
enjoying salads, pizza, wine and 
charcuterie platters — all while 
a warm breeze lingered.

It ended up being a re-
cord-breaking day for heat 
in Santa Rosa. The tempera-
ture rose to 93 degrees in the 
afternoon, making it the hottest 
April 23 in 73 years, accord-
ing to the National Weather 
Service.

Windsor, Petaluma and 
Healdsburg each topped out at 
98 degrees, while the Sonoma 
Coast recorded temperatures in 
the 70s.

The warm weather was un-
usual for this time of  year, but 
it is expected to last through the 
week before cooling slightly to 
typical seasonal temperatures, 
meterologist Carolina Walbrun 
said.

“We are having the hottest 
temperatures that we have seen 
so far this year,” Walbrun said. 
“For Santa Rosa airport, the 

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

After a winter of discontent that saw record flooding and millions of dollars in countywide storm damage, Rebecca, 8, and Logan, 6, take in the 
record high temperatures with a run through the fountains at Fish Park on Tuesday in downtown Santa Rosa.

SR topples daily heat 
record dating to 1946

Jump from winter to summer inspires picnicking, fishing and splashing
By ALEXANDRIA BORDAS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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UNSEASONABLE WEATHER » HOT ALL WEEK

SUMMERLIKE TEMPS
A look at the high temperatures 
in spots around Sonoma County 
on Tuesday:

93 
Santa Rosa

98 
Petaluma

97 
Healdsburg

89 
Guerneville

88 
Sonoma

87 
Middletown


