
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 2018 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

REVERSAL ON WINERY » 
Bella Vineyards allowed 
to hold public events.   A3

SERIES CLINCHER » Warriors 
hold off Spurs to advance to 
next round in playoffs.   C1

PICKLED TREATS » Learn how 
to make your own kimchi, 
sauerkraut and beet kvass. D1

SANTA ROSA
High 69, Low 44

THE WEATHER, C8

Advice B7
Business B8
Classified D9
Comics B6
Crossword B7
Editorial A10

Horoscopes B5
Lotto A2
Movies D4
Nation-World B1
Obituaries B3
State news A5

©2018 The Press Democrat

VAN ATTACKER HAD 
GRUDGE: Social media 
post rants against women, 
echoing 1989 Montreal 
mass shooting / B1

INSIDE

Controversy dogs VA nominee

Dramatic weather may be new normal

The weather whiplash North-
ern California saw the past two 
years — dramatic swings from 
severe drought to extreme rains 
— will only become more com-
mon in coming decades, a team 

of  UCLA climate scientists said 
in a new study.

While average precipitation 
totals won’t change much, the 
state’s already brief  rainy sea-
son will become even shorter, 
with the autumn and spring 
shoulder seasons bringing less 
rainfall than they currently do. 
The majority of  precipitation 
instead will hold off, storing up 
for monumental releases during 
late winter atmospheric rivers 
like the ones Northern Califor-

nia saw during the 2016-17 win-
ter, according the report pub-
lished Monday in the journal 
Nature Climate Change.

The research is based on 
atmospheric warming rates, 
calculated from the current 
trajectory of  greenhouse gas 
emissions.

It predicts a pattern that’s al-
ready being seen on the North 
Coast, where water managers 
have been preparing for such 
weather extremes in earnest 

since 2012 when a series of  
intense atmospheric rivers 
pushed the water levels at Lake 
Mendocino into the flood con-
trol pool. The sudden surplus 
called for the release of  30,000 
acre-feet of  water from the res-
ervoir, but then the North Coast 
saw little rainfall for 14 months, 
said Jay Jasperse, chief  engi-
neer and director of  groundwa-
ter management for the Sonoma 

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump acknowledged Tuesday 
that Dr. Ronny Jackson, his nomi-
nee to lead the Veterans Affairs De-
partment, is in serious trouble amid 

accusations that as the White House 
doctor he oversaw a hostile work 
environment, improperly dispensed 
prescription drugs and possibly 
drank on the job.

Speaking at a midday news confer-
ence with the president of  France, 
Trump strongly defended Jackson, 
the White House physician, as “one 

of  the finest people that I have met,” 
but he hinted that Jackson might 
soon withdraw from consideration, 
blaming Democrats for mounting 
an unfair attack on his nominee’s 
record.

“I don’t want to put a man through 
a process like this,” Trump said. 
“The fact is, I wouldn’t do it. What 
does he need it for?”

By Tuesday evening, however, 
Trump and Jackson met face-to-face, 
and the White House moved aggres-

sively to defend the doctor against 
what the president had called “ugly” 
abuse by politicians. A White House 
statement said that Jackson’s re-
cord was “impeccable” and insisted 
that he would not be “railroaded” by 
false accusations.

The concern over Jackson’s nom-
ination is bipartisan and emerged 
after Senate Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee interviews with more than 

NUMEROUS ACCUSATIONS » After Trump hints that  
his pick may drop out, an aggressive show of support
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Volatile climate patterns 
to continue over coming 
decades, new study says
By CHRISTI WARREN
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Morning light filters in at a cabin Monday on the Morning Star Ranch. RE/MAX Gold Real Estate agent Kerrin Shettle is listing the 30-acre property 
that was once a commune east of Occidental.

Commune a slice of ’60s 
history in the redwoods

31-acre property of late folk musician Lou Gottlieb listed for $2.5 million

MORNING STAR RANCH » FOR SALE

The starry-eyed Flow-
er Children wgi once 
flocked to the 

Morning Star Ranch 
outside Occidental 
have long since gone 
their separate ways, 
the remnants of  their 
experiment in commu-
nal living bulldozed 
by county work crews 
decades ago.

But the land that supported 
their enthusiastic foray into 
cooperative, material-free 
existence endures — a slice 
of  history and heaven in the 

redwood-studded hills of  west 
Sonoma County.

And it’s for sale, with an ask-
ing price of  $2.5 million.

The children of  late folk 
musician Lou Gottlieb, 
who in 1965 welcomed 
any and all comers 
to his 31-acre Graton 
Road ranch, have 
decided it’s time to sell 
the land, which their 
father once famously 
sought to deed to God. 

The move was rejected by a 
Sonoma County judge.

“Of course there’s an emo-
tional component to it,” said 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

Sketching at Morning Star in Bryce and Charlotte Gray’s yurt.

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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ONLINE
Read a profile 
on Morning Star 
Ranch during the 
Summer of Love at 
sonomamag.com

Ruling 
would 
reopen 
DACA

WASHINGTON — A District 
of  Columbia federal judge has 
delivered the toughest blow yet 
to Trump administration efforts 
to end deportation protections 
for young undocumented im-
migrants, ordering the govern-
ment to continue the Obama-era 
program and — for the first time 
since announcing it would end 
— reopen it to new applicants.

U.S. District Judge John 
Bates on Tuesday called the 
government’s decision to end 
the Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals program “virtu-
ally unexplained” and therefore 
“unlawful.” However, he stayed 
his ruling for 90 days to give the 
Department of  Homeland Secu-
rity a chance to provide more 
solid reasoning for ending the 
program.

Bates is the third judge to 
rule against Trump administra-
tion attempts to rescind DACA, 
which provides two-year, re-
newable work permits and de-
portation protections for about 
690,000 “dreamers,” undocu-
mented immigrants brought to 
this country as children.

In his decision, Bates said the 
decision to phase out the pro-
gram starting in March “was ar-
bitrary and capricious because 
the Department failed adequate-
ly to explain its conclusion that 
the program was unlawful.”

“Each day that the agency 
delays is a day that aliens who 
might otherwise be eligible for 
initial grants of  DACA benefits 
are exposed to removal because 
of  an unlawful agency action,” 
Bates wrote.

Feds given 90 days 
to make case before 
program is restarted
By MARIA SACCHETTI
WASHINGTON POST
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