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ELECTION HACKING » 
Ex-Homeland secretary 
was worried about 2020

WASHINGTON — In the 
months before Kirstjen Nielsen 
was forced to resign, she tried 
to focus the White House on 
one of  her highest priorities as 
homeland security secretary: 
preparing for new and different 
Russian forms of  interference in 

the 2020 election.
President Donald 

Trump’s chief  of  staff 
told her not to bring it up 
in front of  the president.

Nielsen left the De-
partment of  Homeland 
Security this month 
after a tumultuous 
16-month tenure and 
tensions with the White 
House. Officials said she had 
become increasingly concerned 
about Russia’s continued activ-
ity in the United States during 
and after the 2018 midterm elec-
tions — ranging from its search 

for new techniques to 
divide Americans using 
social media, to experi-
ments by hackers, to re-
routing internet traffic 
and infiltrating power 
grids.

But in a meeting this 
year, Mick Mulvaney, 
the White House chief  
of  staff, made it clear 

that Trump still equated any 
public discussion of  malign 
Russian election activity with 
questions about the legitimacy 
of  his victory. According to one 
senior administration official, 

Mulvaney said it “wasn’t a great 
subject and should be kept be-
low his level.”

Even though the Department 
of  Homeland Security has pri-
mary responsibility for civilian 
cyberdefense, Nielsen eventu-
ally gave up on her effort to or-
ganize a White House meeting 
of  Cabinet secretaries to coor-
dinate a strategy to protect next 
year’s elections.

As a result, the issue did not 
gain the urgency or widespread 
attention that a president can 

Nielsen’s cybersecurity efforts blocked

By ERIC SCHMITT 
AND DAVID E. SANGER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Kirstjen
Nielsen

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration escalated its defi-
ance of  Congress on Wednesday, 
as the Justice Department re-
fused to let an official testify on 
Capitol Hill and President Don-
ald Trump vowed to fight what 
he called a “ridiculous” subpoe-
na ordering a former top aide to 
appear before lawmakers.

“We’re fighting all the sub-
poenas,” Trump told reporters 
outside the White House. “These 
aren’t, like, impartial people. 
The Democrats are trying to win 
2020.”

The moves added to an already 
remarkable week of  stonewall-
ing by the Trump administra-
tion after the release of  the re-
port by special counsel, Robert 
Mueller, that revealed the scope 
of  the Russian operation to help 
Trump win the 2016 election and 
detailed his attempts to impede 
an investigation he saw as im-
periling his presidency.

Trump 
vows he’ll 
stonewall 
subpoenas

SEPARATION OF POWERS

By CHARLIE SAVAGE
NEW YORK TIMES

Officials 
reach 
deal on 
housing

Two Northern California 
state legislators on Wednesday 
announced a deal to drive devel-
opment of  high-density housing 
near public transportation hubs 
in cities like Santa Rosa, with-
out forcing smaller North Bay 
towns to allow apartment con-
struction near Sonoma-Marin 
Area Rail Transit stations.

The compromise between 
Sens. Mike McGuire, 
D-Healdsburg, and Scott Wiener, 
D-San Francisco, both of  whom 
want to reform state housing 
and zoning laws, provides a path 
forward for Wiener’s legislation 
to spur housing projects near 
train and ferry stations and 
bus stops with consistent and 
frequent service.

The bill is among a slew of  ef-
forts proposed by state and local 
officials to address the afford-
able housing crunch that has 
plagued Sonoma County and 
much of  California. State hous-
ing officials have estimated that 
California needs to build about 
2 million new homes by 2025.

“Today we sent a message 

Proposal would help 
spur development near 
train and ferry stations
By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Nancy Carlson of Healdsburg dives into a hike Wednesday at Foothill Regional Park in Windsor, surrounded by oaks and grasses. The combination 
of heavy winter rains and recent warmer temperatures could lead to a severe allergy season this year.

A ‘brutal’ allergy season
NORTH COAST » Abundant rain followed by warm weather leads  
to bumper crop of grass pollen, making residents sneeze, itch and drip

Maria Gonzalez is allergic to grass, 
trees and her cats, Benita and 
Bonita.

That’s why she went to FamilyCare Al-
lergy & Asthma in Santa Rosa on Wednes-
day morning for her monthly injection.

The 35-year-old didn’t flinch as the 
needle entered her right shoulder. That 
fleeting sting is a small price to pay, she 
believes, to avoid the alternative: sneezing, 
itchy eyes and runny nose.

Things are about to get much busier 
here and at allergists’ offices across the 
North Bay. A combination of  the ex-
tremely wet rainy season and the current 
stretch of  sunny, warm weather is produc-
ing a bumper crop of  grass pollen.

“I think it’s going to be historically 
heavy, based on the growth I’ve seen,” said 
Dr. Josh Jacobs of  the Allergy & Asthma 
Group of  the Bay Area. “Grass follows the 
rainfall of  the same year. If  we’ve had a 
lot of  rainfall, we’re going to have a lot of  
grass.” 

For people who are “grass allergic,” 
Jacobs said, the upcoming season is shap-
ing up to be “full-on brutal, probably the 
worst I’ve seen in 10 years.”

Recent rains helped “pound the pollen 

down out of  the air,” said Dr. Maria Petrick, 
who practices at FamilyCare Allergy & 
Asthma, “but now it’s just going to town.” 

The waiting room Wednesday was crowd-
ed. “We have a lot of  kids” as patients, said 
self-described “shot nurse” Tanya Fromm 
at FamilyCare Allergy. “Our busiest time is 
when they get out of  school.”

While Petrick expects grass pollen levels 

will abate by July 4, the long-term outlook 
for allergy sufferers isn’t promising. As 
climate change causes higher tempera-
tures in California, the growing season 
gets longer.

As a result, she said, “Poison oak’s 
getting worse, poison ivy’s getting worse, 

By AUSTIN MURPHY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Anisha Petigara of Cotati gets an afternoon run in at Crane Creek Regional Park near Rohnert 
Park on Tuesday amid blooming California buttercups and allergy-inducing grasses.
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