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Devastating quake strikes Nepal
ON EVEREST:
At least 17 dead;
2 climbers from
Sonoma County safe

DEATH TOLL: More than 1,970 killed,
most in Kathmandu; number likely to rise
By ELLEN BARRY
NEW YORK TI ME S

NEW DELHI — A powerful
earthquake shook Nepal on
Saturday near its capital, Kathmandu, killing more than 1,970
people, flattening sections of the
city’s historic center, and trapping dozens of sightseers in a
200-foot watchtower that came
crashing down into a pile of
bricks.
Officials in Nepal said that
nearly all the deaths were in
Kathmandu and the surrounding valley, with more than 5,000
people injured. The toll is expected to climb.
The quake touched a vast ex-

panse of the subcontinent. It set
off avalanches around Mount
Everest, where at least 10 climbers died. At least 34 deaths
occurred in northern India.
Buildings swayed in Tibet and
Bangladesh.
The earthquake, with a magnitude of 7.8, struck shortly
before noon, and residents of
Kathmandu ran into the streets
and other open spaces as buildings fell, throwing up clouds of
dust. Wide cracks opened on
paved streets and in the walls
of city buildings. Motorcycles
tipped over and slid off the edge
of a highway.
By midafternoon, the United
TURN TO QUAKE, PAGE A6
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NIRANJAN SHRESTHA / Associated Press

Volunteers carry the body of a victim recovered from a collapsed
building in Kathmandu, Nepal, after Saturday’s earthquake.
MORE ON QUAKE
INSIDE: Photos of the powerful temblor’s aftermath in Nepal / A3
ONLINE: See the latest updates and more photos at pressdemocrat.com
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Two Sonoma County residents attempting to ascend
Mount Everest survived an avalanche unleashed by a powerful
earthquake in Nepal on Saturday that slammed into a crowded mountaineering camp at the
base of the peak, killing at least
17 climbers and guides.
Scott Holder, a Santa Rosa
financial adviser, and Jon Reiter, a contractor from Kenwood
making his third attempt at the
summit, were not caught in the
deadly avalanche, which injured
TURN TO EVEREST, PAGE A5

Hackers
read
Obama’s
email
Unclassified messages
from president among files
breached by Russian group
By MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
and DAVID E. SANGER
NEW YO R K T I M ES
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WHAT’S IN A NAME: Frozen Art gourmet ice cream owner Jorge Alcazar hands a cup of homemade ice cream to Kamil Dawson last week at his Roseland store.
Alcazar says business was slow under the original name of La Real Michoacana, so he changed it to Frozen Art, which better represented his product.

Expanding group of entrepreneurs accounts for 8% of county companies
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
T H E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

F

rom his cramped, one-room office in Sebastopol, Hector
Velazquez runs his advertising business using Internet
streaming technology from the Netherlands, cloud-based
servers in South Africa and radio-style voice-overs produced in
sound studios in Mexico.
ONLINE
Velazquez produces and sells streaming music
For videos of two to numerous Latino supermarkets, hair salons,
of the featured insurance agencies and dentists up and down
business owners, California.
While elevator music pioneer Muzak Holdgo to press
democrat.com ings also offers in-store audio advertising,
Velazquez’s Nexo Advertising employs the often
bombastic voices found on Spanish radio to produce a uniquely
Latino sound for its lengthening list of clients, who in turn cater
to one of the fastest-growing ethnic populations in the United
States.
“When people walk into their stores, they want that feeling
like people are in Mexico,” said Velazquez, who was born in
TURN TO LATINO, PAGE A13

WASHINGTON — Some of
President Barack Obama’s email
correspondence was swept up
by Russian hackers last year in
a breach of the White House’s
unclassified computer system
that was far more intrusive and
worrisome than has been publicly acknowledged, according
to senior American officials
briefed on the investigation.
The hackers, who also got
deeply into the State Department’s unclassified system, do
not appear to have penetrated
closely guarded servers that
control the message traffic from
Obama’s BlackBerry, which he
or an aide carries constantly.
But they obtained access to
the email archives of people inside the White House, and perhaps some outside, with whom
Obama regularly communicated. From those accounts, they
reached emails that the president had sent and received, according to officials briefed on
the investigation.
White House officials said
that no classified networks had
TURN TO HACKERS, PAGE A13
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SOUNDS OF MEXICO: Hector Velazquez is president and CEO of Nexo
Advertising, which provides customized in-store audio advertising and
streaming music through closed circuit Internet radio.
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