PUBLIC PERSPECTIVE » County

parks wants input on north
Sonoma Mountain area. A3

KILLIN’ IT AT CAL » Maria

Carrillo grad leads the Pac-12
in home runs and RBIs. C1

PASTA PERFECTION » Cooks

offer tips to make a delicious,
but difficult, dish. D1

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

Ruling bolsters sanctuary cities
SF judge blocks Trump effort to withhold federal money
from cities, counties that limit cooperation with ICE
By VIVIAN YEE
NEW YORK TIMES

A judge in San Francisco on Tuesday temporarily blocked President
Donald Trump’s efforts to starve
localities of federal funds when they
limit their cooperation with im-

migration enforcement, a stinging
rejection of his threats to make socalled sanctuary cities fall in line.
The judge, William Orrick of U.S.
District Court, wrote that the president had overstepped his powers
with his January executive order
on immigration by tying billions of

dollars in federal funding to immigration enforcement. Orrick said
only Congress could place such conditions on spending.
The ruling, which applies nationwide, was another judicial setback
for the Trump administration, which
has now seen three immigration orders stopped by federal courts in its
first 100 days. And as with the rulings halting his two temporary bans
on travel from several predominant-

ly Muslim countries, the president’s
own words were used against him.
Though Justice Department lawyers argued in the case that the government did not intend to withhold
significant amounts of money, the
judge noted that the president and
Attorney General Jeff Sessions had
suggested the punishment could be
far greater.
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Heroin
blamed
in rash
of deaths

A ‘disquieting’ sentiment

5 fatal overdoses in
10 days could come
from same batch of drug
By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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A ranch is dwarfed by Berryessa Peak on Blue Ridge as part of the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument on Tuesday in Napa County.

Some fear reversal of Mendocino coast, Berryessa Snow Mountain protections
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

L

ocal lawmakers and community leaders are wary about President Donald
Trump’s call for a review of national
monument designations, including two on
the North Coast.
Trump is expected today to sign an executive order requiring Interior Secretary
Ryan Zinke to assess all national monuments designated since 1996 with an eye
toward determining whether the process
has been abused.
The federal action is widely regarded as
a response to Republican outrage in Utah
over former President Obama’s creation
of the 1.35 million-acre Bears Ears National Monument in December.
Sonoma County’s two congressmen, a
state lawmaker, and Mendocino and Lake

A jackrabbit rests in the Berryessa Snow
Mountain National Monument on Tuesday.
County community leaders said Obama’s
designation of the sprawling Berryessa
Snow Mountain National Monument in
2015 and the addition of a Mendocino
seaside tract to the California Coastal
National Monument in 2014 are unlikely

targets for undoing. Both were created
with strong local support.
“It’s disquieting,” said Lake County resident Victoria Brandon, chairwoman of the
Redwood Chapter of the Sierra Club. But
it’s more of a gesture and “not an imminent threat,” she said, contending there is
“pretty strong legal opinion” that a monument designation cannot be removed.
Rep. Mike Thompson, a St. Helena Democrat who was involved in gaining both
designations, said Trump’s anticipated
move may be part of an effort to burnish
his resume for his first 100 days in office.
But, he said, the administration’s actions bear watching.
“I think there’s all kinds of reasons to
be vigilant,” Thompson said. “I know the
environmental community is arming for
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Heroin overdoses have caused
five deaths in Sonoma County
in the past 10 days, according to
Sonoma County Coroner’s Office
officials, who warned Tuesday
the spike in fatalities could mean
a particularly potent batch of the
drug is on the streets.
The deaths of three men and
two women all occurred in the
Santa Rosa area, said Sheriff’s
Sgt. Spencer Crum.
“One commonality is they’re
all dying and appear to have recently injected heroin,” he said.
Final autopsy and toxicology reports are still pending, but
coroner’s officials Tuesday decided to release the information,
believing heroin the likely cause
and hoping to prevent another
death, Crum said.
The five victims came from a
range of age and social standing.
The men were 28, 29 and 52 years
old and the women were 27 and
66. Three — two men and one
woman — were homeless. The
circumstances of their deaths
also varied. One died in a Starbucks bathroom.
The rash of five deaths since
mid-April was a marked jump in
the county’s monthly totals. Two
people died from overdosing on
heroin in March and one person
died in January and February,
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Board OKs panel to oversee pension reform
Advisory citizens
committee will seek
to lessen taxpayer costs
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County supervisors
have authorized a new panel
of citizens to evaluate steps the
county can take to rein in its
employee pension costs, hoping
the group can help them make

further progress on a policy
challenge as complicated as it is
expensive.
The Board of Supervisors
voted unanimously Tuesday to
form a permanent, seven-member citizens committee that will
meet several times a year to
examine the county’s existing
pension reform efforts and consider new strategies. The group
— whose recommendations
will be strictly advisory — will
present annual updates to the

board and be subject to state law
requirements for open, public
meetings.
Significantly, after hearing
extensive objections from union
members and leaders, supervisors agreed to strike a proposed
requirement that the committee’s members could not be beneficiaries of the county’s pension system, which would have
made county employees ineligible to serve on the panel.
Instead, committee members

must only be a county resident
with the “aptitude for dealing
with complex financial information.” Prospective members will
apply through an open process,
and be appointed by a majority
vote of the board, likely in June
or July.
“I’m open to the makeup of
the body,” said Supervisor David Rabbitt, a longtime board
member of the county pension
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