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Help for fire victims advances
Lawmakers seek to boost
insurance payouts, ease
itemization requirement
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

SACRAMENTO — A state
Senate committee approved two
measures Wednesday night that
would bring relief to fire victims
who lost their homes in October, despite opposition from the
powerful property-and-casualty

insurance industry.
The Senate Committee on
Insurance approved by an 8-0
vote separate measures by state
Sens. Mike McGuire, D-Healdsburg, and Bill Dodd, D-Napa,
to help local constituents. The
bills will head to the Senate
floor if McGuire and Dodd can
reach agreement with committee chairman Steven Glazer,
D-Orinda, who expressed reservations with both pieces of legislation.
“We have to hit the sweet

spot,”
Dodd
said after the
votes.
Fire victims,
representatives
of
building
trades,
firefighters
and
people
from
Mike
community
McGuire
organizations
joined Santa Rosa Mayor Chris
Coursey and Board of Supervisor Susan Gorin speaking
before the committee, relating

their personal
struggles and
why the measures
were
needed.
Local homeowners
have
found
themselves underBill
insured in the
Dodd
wildfire aftermath as well as being burdened
by filling out home inventory
lists to get reimbursed for personal property destroyed in the

SONOMA COUNTY » Nearly $10 million in new revenue from increase
in state gas tax to be spent on repaving, maintenance projects

Road repairs on the way

fires. More than 6,100 homes in
the region were destroyed or
damaged.
The insurance industry argued the two measures would
have unintended consequences,
likely triggering higher rates for
all consumers and less competition for the more than 8 million
California homeowners. They
also believe the changes should
not apply retroactively to last
year’s wildfires.
TURN TO INSURANCE » PAGE A8

Suspect
in serial
killings
arrested
Ex-cop accused of string
of grisly attacks on
women in 1970s, ’80s
By MARK BERMAN, AVI SELK
AND JUSTIN JOUVENAL
WASHINGTON POST

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Bicyclists travel down Willowside Road on Wednesday from Guerneville to Hall roads in Santa Rosa. The road will receive maintenance from revenues derived from the new state gas tax. An estimated $9.8 million will be spent on roads around Sonoma County during the 2018-19 fiscal year.
BY KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

S

onoma County will soon spend
about $10 million on more than two
dozen road improvement projects
from funding provided by statewide fees
assessed every time commuters pay at the
pump.
The proposal covers repaving more than
15 miles of local roadways and 12 miles of
ditching work, in addition to replacement
of two viaducts and 13 culverts. California’s new gas tax is expected to collect

tation & Public Works department.
$5.2 billion annually, but dependINSIDE
ing on the amount collected in its
A list of proposed “It’s going to be an awesome influx
of funding for road maintenance
first year, Sonoma County will
county road
and road repairs. Long term, we
expand or reduce projects based
projects that
on its slice of the pie.
would be funded plan on delivering all the projects
The Sonoma County Board of
by proceeds from on that list.”
That list, which the law required
Supervisors approved the plan last state gas tax / A2
be submitted ahead of time for
week with a 4-0 vote to address
purposes of transparency with the
deferred maintenance needs,
new tax revenues, includes resurfacing
and the Transportation & Public Works
5 miles of the Bohemian Highway and
department is gearing up to deploy crews
ditching — or re-establishing roadside
this summer.
“It’s unprecedented,” said Johannes Hoevertsz, director of the county’s TransporTURN TO ROADS » PAGE A2

More than 40 years after the
so-called “Golden State Killer”
began terrorizing California,
raping dozens of women and
killing at least 12, authorities
announced Wednesday that
they had arrested 72-yearold
Joseph
James DeAngelo, charging
him with capital murder.
DeAng elo’s
arrest offered
a
shocking, Joseph James
abrupt
deDeAngelo
velopment in
what had long been one of the
most notorious unsolved string
of crimes in U.S. history. The
gruesome attacks unfolded
across California for more than
a decade during the 1970s and
1980s, shattering families and
frightening communities. Then
the crimes stopped, remaining
a mystery for a generation, with
little sign the case would ever be
solved.
The trail ultimately led authorities to DeAngelo, a former
police officer living in Citrus
Heights outside Sacramento.
TURN TO ARREST » PAGE A8

INSIDE

Justices signal support for travel ban
Key members of high
court skeptical of legal
challenges to Trump
By ADAM LIPTAK
AND MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON
—
A
15-month legal battle over President Donald Trump’s efforts
to impose a ban on travel to the
United States from several predominantly Muslim countries
reached a final stage at the Su-

Azaa Altiraifi
speaks at a rally Wednesday
protesting the
Trump administration’s travel
ban on Muslimmajority countries outside
the Supreme
Court building
in Washington.

preme Court on Wednesday,
with the court’s five-member
conservative majority signaling
it was ready to approve a revised
version of the president’s plan.
The justices appeared ready
to discount Trump’s campaign
promises to impose what he repeatedly described as a “Muslim
ban,” while giving him the benefit of the doubt traditionally
afforded to presidents. Some
expressed worry about second-guessing executive branch
TURN TO BAN » PAGE A2

LAWRENCE JACKSON / NEW YORK TIMES

NEW CLUES IN CRASH:

Authorities say teen
involved in deadly
Petaluma collision did not
have driver’s license / A3
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