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Death toll in Nepal quake tops 3,200
Aftershocks leave residents
on edge, hinder rescue efforts
By BINAJ GURUBACHARYA
and KATY DAIGLE
ASSOCIATED P RE S S

KATHMANDU, Nepal — The
death toll from Nepal’s earthquake
rose to 3,218 today, two days after
the massive quake ripped across this
Himalayan nation, leaving tens of
thousands shell-shocked and sleeping in streets.
Aid groups received the first word
from remote mountain villages —

reports that suggested many communities perched on mountainsides
were devastated or struggling to
cope.
Landslides hindered rescue teams
that tried to use mountain trails to
reach those in need, said Prakash
Subedi, chief district official in the
Gorkha region, where the quake was
centered.
“Villages like this are routinely
affected by landslides, and it’s not
uncommon for entire villages of
200, 300, up to 1,000 people to be completely buried by rock falls,” said

Santa Rosa residents
recall life in Kathmandu

INSIDE
■ Earthquake
poses challenge
to international
aid agencies.
■ Evacuation
efforts at Mount
Everest come
to halt amid
aftershocks.
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By RANDI ROSSMANN
TH E P R E SS D EM O CR AT

When Santa Rosa resident Jay
Chapman lived in Kathmandu for
10 years he kept a pry bar near his
bed, fearful that an earthquake
would damage his apartment so badly he’d need the tool to help himself
get out.

News that Saturday’s 7.8-magnitude quake, followed by huge aftershocks, had devastated much of the
Nepalese capital and surrounding
area didn’t surprise Chapman who
had observed that safety regulations
were not a factor in the distant country’s building industry.
“The construction was not like
TURN TO KATHMANDU, PAGE A5

With Sonoma Developmental Center’s future in doubt, review
aims to figure out what to do with with 1,000-acre campus, its buildings

Charting path for site

Tom Del Beccaro

Another
bid for
Boxer’s
seat
Former chief of state GOP
enters race, calls for
federal ‘flat tax’
By MICHAEL FINNEGAN
L O S A NG EL ES T I M ES

CONNER JAY / For The Press Democrat, 2014

The Sonoma Developmental Center near Glen Ellen rests on nearly 1,000 acres and includes 145 buildings.
By DEREK MOORE
T H E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

A
Susan
Gorin
Sonoma County
supervisor is part
of a coalition
weighing possible
uses for the site.

coalition led by the Sonoma Land
Trust has launched an intensive
review of potential uses for nearly
1,000 acres of prime real estate and the
buildings that make up the Sonoma
Developmental Center should the state
close the facility.
Dubbed the “Transform SDC Project,”
the 18-month review includes a series of
public meetings for people to weigh in
on the center’s future. The first meeting
is scheduled for May 2 in Sonoma.
“We’re hoping anyone that cares
about SDC will see this as the place to

bring their ideas,” said John McCaull,
the Sonoma Valley land acquisitions
project manager for the Land Trust.
The center near Glen Ellen is battling
declining admissions, licensing problems and calls to shut down to save taxpayers money. But what to do with the
campus, which includes 145 buildings,
and pristine grounds surrounding it is
the source of an intensifying political
and land-use battle.
About 400 or so developmentally
disabled people still reside at the center
and receive around-the-clock care there.
With about 1,300 employees, the center
also is Sonoma Valley’s largest employTURN TO CENTER, PAGE A5

COMING UP
■ An 18-month review about
the future of the Sonoma
Developmental Center site
will include public meetings,
the first of which is 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. Saturday at Vintage
House in Sonoma.
■ Legislation calling on the
state to shut the facility by
Dec. 31, 2018, is scheduled
to be heard Tuesday in the
Senate’s Health Services
Committee, which is chaired
by Sen. Mike McGuire, who
opposes the bill.

Former California state Republican Chairman Tom Del
Beccaro announced his candidacy for U.S. Senate on Sunday,
ensuring a divided GOP field in
next year’s contest to succeed
Democrat Barbara Boxer.
Del Beccaro, 53, is a Contra
Costa County lawyer who specializes in the breakups of business partnerships.
He led the state party from
2011 to 2013, a period when Republicans lost elections for every statewide office and suffered
a historic blow as Democrats
won a two-thirds supermajority in both houses of the Legislature for the first time in more
than a century.
In a written statement on his
candidacy, Del Beccaro called
for simplification of the federal
tax code and vowed to ensure
“that prosperity is not limited to
the well-connected.”
“Californians deserve to have
a tax system that favors everyone, not just the rich,” he said.
Del Beccaro’s conservative
profile will make his campaign
an uphill climb in a state that
strongly favors Democrats.
In a telephone interview, he
said the science on global warming was unsettled, and therefore federal policy should not
presume that human activity is
causing climate change.
TURN TO SEAT, PAGE A5

In California, drought widens economic divide
Wealthy communities guzzle
water as poorer neighbors
conserve to save money
By ADAM NAGOURNEY
and JACK HEALY
NEW YOR K T I ME S

COMPTON
lysia Thomas, a stay-at-home
mother in this working-class city,
tells her children to skip a bath on
days when they do not play outside; that
holds down the water bill. Lillian Barrera, a housekeeper who travels 25 miles
to clean homes in Beverly Hills, serves

A

dinner to her family on paper plates for
much the same reason. In the fourth
year of a severe drought, conservation is
a fine thing, but in this Southern California community, saving water means
saving money.
The challenge of California’s drought
is starkly different in Cowan Heights, a
lush oasis of wealth and comfort 30 miles
east of here. That is where Peter Himber,
a pediatric neurologist, has decided to
stop watering the gently sloping hillside
that he spent $100,000 to turn into a green
California paradise, seeding it with a
carpet of rich native grass and installing
a sprinkler system fit for a golf course.
TURN TO WATER, PAGE A5
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Anthony Hill mows a neighbor’s dry front lawn
earlier this month in Compton.
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