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Trump sweeps; Clinton wins 4 states
Sanders, Cruz, Kasich
vow to keep running
after losses in Northeast
By JULIE PACE
AND CATHERINE LUCEY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PHILADELPHIA — In a
front-runner’s rout, Republican
Donald Trump roared to victory
Tuesday in five contests across
the Northeast and confidently declared himself the GOP’s

“presumptive nominee.” Hillary Clinton was dominant in
four Democratic races and now
is 90 percent of the way to the
number she needs to claim her
own nomination.
Trump’s and Clinton’s wins
propelled them ever closer to
a general election showdown.
Still, Sanders and Republicans
Ted Cruz and John Kasich,
vowed to keep running, even as
opportunities to topple the leaders dwindle.
Trump still must negotiate a

narrow path to keep from falling
short of the delegates needed to
seal the nomination before the
Republican National Convention in July. Cruz and Kasich
are working toward that result,
which would leave Trump open
to a floor fight in which delegates could turn to someone
else.
Trump was having none of
that.
“It’s over. As far as I’m concerned it’s over,” he declared at
his victory rally in the lobby of

Trump Tower in New York. He
now has 77 percent of the delegates he needs.
With Clinton’s four victories
— she ceded only Rhode Island
to Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders
— she now has 90 percent of the
delegates she needs to become
the first woman nominated by a
major party.
Clinton kept her focus firmly
on the general election as she
spoke to supporters Tuesday
TURN TO NORTHEAST » PAGE A8

Tribal leaders say Graton casino hotel and convention space
in Rohnert Park is halfway finished, set to open in fall

‘Taj Mahal’ on the rise

Donald Trump
The Republican
candidate has
77 percent of the
delegates for GOP
nomination.

Hillary Clinton
The Democratic
candidate has
90 percent of
the delegates for
party nomination.

Compost
site at
landfill
scrapped
As part of settlement
with neighbors, county
waste officials drop plan
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Workers hook up a steel beam Tuesday before it is lifted into place atop the hotel at the Graton Resort and Casino in Rohnert Park. Construction
of the 200-room facility is “halfway through,” tribal chairman Greg Sarris said Tuesday.
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

ribal leaders for the
Graton Resort and Casino
on Tuesday celebrated a
milestone in the construction
of their 200-room hotel and
convention space next to the
Rohnert Park gaming complex.
“We’re halfway through,
today,” tribal chairman Greg
Sarris told a gathering of
500 supporters and construction workers.
On Tuesday, a tall red crane
hoisted the last steel beam
to the top of what will be the
six-story hotel. The 3,500-pound
beam, covered with the signatures of workers and well
wishers, was set in place by
two harnessed construction
workers.

Sarris told those present to
expect another celebration
this fall when the hotel opens.
He scoffed at those who before
construction had predicted the
casino “was going to be a dump
in the field, and all of that.”
“It’s no dump,” Sarris said.
“It’s the Taj Mahal.”
Tribal leaders and casino
officials said the $175 million
addition will feature a highend hotel run by the casino
and 20,000 square feet of event
space. The multi-use space will
be big enough to accommodate 1,000 convention goers or
upwards of 2,000 concert guests.
“The North Bay really needs
that,” Sarris told the crowd.
“We have no place for big conventions. So here it is. Graton
TURN TO HOTEL » PAGE A2

A display hotel room is seen Tuesday at Graton Resort and Casino.

IN PROGRESS
The Graton Resort and Casino’s $175 million addition will feature a six-story,
200-room hotel and 20,000 square feet of event space to accommodate
1,000 convention attendees or 2,000 concert guests.

After nine years and $1 million of study, Sonoma County
waste officials say they’re abandoning plans to build a new
composting facility at the county landfill west of Cotati.
The Sonoma County Waste
Management
Agency
announced Monday that as part of
a legal settlement with landfill
neighbors, it would no longer
pursue the green waste project,
pegged at up to $55 million.
“This is not, I think, government’s proudest moment,” said
Don Schwartz, Rohnert Park
assistant city manager and an
agency board member. “On the
other hand, it’s better to spend
$1 million than $50 million and
not have a good solution.”
Under terms of the settlement, the neighbors will dismiss their lawsuit if the agency
votes next month to rescind certification of the environmental
report for the project and other
documents related to the Central Landfill site.
The decision, which won’t be
finalized until an agency board
meeting next month, marks the
second time in a year that neighbors have successfully blocked a
composting operation at the Mecham Road landfill.
In October, the previous
green waste operator, Sonoma
Compost Co., was forced to shut
down its longtime site atop the
landfill following a federal Clean
Water Act lawsuit by neighbors
of the nearby Happy Acres subdivision, who go by the name
Renewed Efforts of Neighbors
Against Landfill Expansion, or
RENALE.
In that case, the neighbors alleged that runoff from compost
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Can this sacred bird
ever return to Hawaii?
Effort to restore the alala planned
in ‘extinction capital of the world’
By TONY PERRY
SPECIAL TO THE WASHINGTON POST

DAVID LEDIG / US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Several factors have made Hawaii’s indigenous
species — including the alala shown here —
vulnerable to predators and diseases.

VOLCANO, Hawaii — For centuries, a
species of crow possessed of a large bill, a
piercing stare and a raucous caw was revered by Hawaiians as a “family god” that
would guide spirits of the dead into the afterlife.
But modernity has been brutal to the ala-

la, and none of them have been spotted in
the wild since 2002. The only alala known to
exist are at breeding centers on Maui and
here on the Big Island.
Hawaiians are set on bringing the bird
back: A dozen captive-bred juveniles will be
released into the wild in the fall. But the effort will run up against existential dangers
that have led some conservationists to dub
Hawaii “the extinction capital of the world.”
Others say they fear that Hawaii is in biological free fall, with extinction of many
TURN TO ALALA » PAGE A8
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