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TREATED AS HATE CRIME: 
Police say Sunnyvale 
driver deliberately crashed 
into family thinking they 
were Muslim./ A6

INSIDE

$3.8M malpractice settlement

Santa Rosa Memorial Hospi-
tal has agreed to pay $3.8 million 
to settle a medical malpractice 
lawsuit filed by the family of  a 
woman who has been in a coma 
since 2015, when she went into 
cardiac arrest in an emergency 

room waiting area after being 
discharged. 

Cynthia Gutierrez’s family 
claimed hospital staff disregard-
ed signs she was experiencing 
heart failure when she came to 
the emergency room with la-
bored breathing and a known 
history of  diabetes and kidney 
failure, according to allegations 
outlined in a complaint filed 
in October 2016 in U.S. District 
Court in San Francisco. 

Emergency room staff gave 
Gutierrez, who was 33 at the 

time, a narcotic and released 
her, according to the complaint. 
Her family sued the hospital, ar-
guing the hospital has a pattern 
of  avoiding care for indigent pa-
tients and those, like Gutierrez, 
covered by Medi-Cal, Califor-
nia’s health care program for 
low-income residents. 

Vanessa DeGier, a spokes-
woman for Memorial Hospital, 
said the Gutierrez family’s as-
sertions “are inconsistent with 
our philosophy of  care.” 

“Santa Rosa Memorial and 

all those who work for us serve 
members of  our community 
without regard to socioeconom-
ic status,” she said. “Insurance 
and/or financial matters have 
NO influence on care decisions,” 
DeGier said in a statement.

The parties reached a settle-
ment before they were sched-
uled to go to trial in November. 
It was approved March 29 by 
U.S. Magistrate Judge Susan Ill-
ston.

The family’s attorney, Doug-
las Fladseth, said the agreement 

brings closure and crucial fi-
nancial support for Gutierrez’s 
husband, José Huerta, and their 
three children, who were 15, 11 
and 8 at the time she slipped into 
a coma. Gutierrez, who worked 
at the Panera Bread restaurant 
in Rohnert Park, is not expect-
ed to regain consciousness and 
remains under care at Kentfield 
Rehabilitation and Specialty 
Hospital, he said.

“It’s devastating to lose your 

SR Memorial Hospital,   
family of woman in 
coma reach pretrial deal
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Growth 
in US 
markets 
strong

The U.S. economy expanded 
at a strong 3.2% annualized rate 
in the first quarter of  2019, the 
government reported Friday, 
blowing past expectations and 
prompting celebration among 
President Donald Trump and 
his advisers.

Better-than-expected growth, 
ongoing strength in the job mar-
ket, and a new all-time high in 
the stock market this week are 
tamping down fears of  a reces-
sion and inviting comparisons 
of  the current economy to the 
record 1990s boom.

Trump has tied the success of  
his presidency to jobs and the 
performance of  the stock mar-
ket, which can oscillate widely 
but is currently on the upswing, 
with the Standard & Poor’s 
500-stock index closing the week 
at a new high.

“We’re knocking it out of  the 
park,” Trump said Friday be-
fore a speech at a National Rifle 
Association convention in Indi-
anapolis. “We have great growth 
and also very, very low inflation. 
Our economy is doing great.”

Many economists had predict-
ed anemic growth at the start of  
the year, as the partial govern-
ment shutdown, market jitters 
and extremely cold weather 
caused many businesses and 
consumers to hit the pause but-
ton on big purchases. But fore-
casters raised their estimates as 
it became clear some one-time 
factors would temporarily lift 
the economy.

Over half  the growth in the 
first quarter was driven by an 
unusually low trade deficit and 

ANALYSIS » Experts 
warn income inequality, 
interest rates pose risks
By HEATHER LONG
WASHINGTON POST
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INDIANAPOLIS — Turmoil 
wracking the National Rifle Associa-
tion is threatening to turn the group’s 
annual convention into outright civil 
war, as insurgents maneuver to oust 
Wayne LaPierre, the foremost voice 
of  the U.S. gun rights movement.

The confrontation pits LaPierre, 
the organization’s longtime CEO, 
against its recently installed presi-
dent, Oliver North, the central fig-

ure in the Reagan-era Iran- 
Contra affair, who remains a 
hero to many on the right.

Behind it is a widening cri-
sis involving a legal battle 
between the NRA and its most in-
fluential contractor, Ackerman Mc-
Queen, amid renewed threats from 
regulators in New York, where the 
NRA is chartered, to investigate the 
group’s tax-exempt status. With con-
tributions lagging, the NRA is also 
facing an increasingly well-financed 
gun control movement, motivated by 

a string of  mass shootings.
North asked LaPierre to 

resign Wednesday, according 
to documents reviewed by 
the New York Times. He said 

he had also created a committee to 
review allegations of  financial im-
proprieties that threaten the NRA’s 
status as a nonprofit organization.

But LaPierre, in a stinging letter 
sent Thursday night to the NRA’s 
board, accused North of  threatening 

NRA president attempts to oust CEO
By DANNY HAKIM
NEW YORK TIMES
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Wayne 
LaPierre
CEO of the 
National Rifle 
Association

INSIDE 
Trump says he 
won’t ratify Arms 
Trade Treaty / A8

Karen Kresge remembers 
what a relief  it was to 
find the seamstress in 

Petaluma who told her, yes, she 
could make a Scottish kilt with a 
54-inch waist.

The year was 1992. The kilt 
was not for Kresge, a former Ice 
Follies skater, but for Snoopy, 
who led a troupe of  bagpipers 
through the audience to be-
gin that season’s “Christmas 
Portrait” extravaganza at the 
Redwood Empire Ice Arena in 
Santa Rosa. 

Those holiday spectaculars, 
which Kresge directed, choreo-

graphed and co-wrote with the 
late Peanuts creator Charles M. 
Schulz, featured some of the best 
skaters in the world, including 
Dorothy Hamill, Scott Hamilton 
and Robin Cousins. A winning 
mix of  local and international 
talent, the shows were an annual 
fixture here from 1986 through 
2003.

They will be among the events 
warmly remembered this week-
end, as the rink on West Steele 
Lane, aka Snoopy’s Home Ice, 
celebrates its 50th anniversary. 
Saturday’s 1 p.m. panel discus-
sion will be followed, an hour 
later, by a barbecue. At 7:30 p.m., 
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Jeannie Schulz greets Richard “Mr. Debonaire” Dwyer at the 50th anniversary celebration of Snoopy’s Home Ice on Friday.

Celebrating on skates

Mary Louise 
Riley and son 
Robin Riley at-
tend the event 
Friday. Mary 
Riley is one of 
the original 
skating club 
members of 
the arena 
when it 
opened 50 
years ago.

Public treated to ceremony and 
1969 prices for food and activities
By AUSTIN MURPHY
The PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SANTA ROSA » 50 YEARS OF SNOOPY’S HOME ICE


