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Breathing room for Glen Ellen facility
State senators agree to delay
bill seeking to close Sonoma
Developmental Center
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMO C RAT

SACRAMENTO — A bill that
sought to close the Sonoma Developmental Center and a similar facility in Southern California on an accelerated timeline
was held over Tuesday until

next year.
The bill’s author, Sen. Jeff
Stone, R-Temecula, said he
agreed to the delay after he and
Sen. Mike McGuire, D-Healdsburg, met Monday to discuss
McGuire’s concerns about the
proposal.
McGuire is chairman of the
Senate’s Human Services Committee, which heard SB 639
Tuesday.
A month ago, McGuire publicly criticized Stone for bringing the bill, saying the River-

side County senator “would be
challenged to find Sonoma on a
map.”
Stone has said that developmental centers are a waste of
taxpayer dollars and the money
would be better spent on community-based programs that
care for the state’s disabled,
such as licensed-care group
homes and day programs.
But Tuesday, the two senators took pains to compliment
one another on what they now
describe as a bipartisan effort

to do what’s best for the people
who still live at developmental
centers, including the more than
400 who reside at the sprawling
facility near Glen Ellen.
Stone said McGuire told him
in their meeting that he represented the Sonoma area and
that he would like to be “part
of the solution” addressing the
center’s future.
“I said ‘well, let’s make it a
two-year bill,’ ” Stone said after Tuesday’s hearing. His bill
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Sen. Mike McGuire has criticized Sen.
Jeff Stone for proposing SB 639, which
calls for closing Sonoma Developmental
Center in Glen Ellen and another site.

Report finds Sonoma County had no days of harmful pollution,
but officials caution everyone contributing to poor conditions inland

Spencer Dickinson

Missing
Everest
hiker safe

Grade-A air quality

Petaluma High grad, 21,
calls dad from helicopter
headed to Nepal capital
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEM O C RAT

A former Petaluma man hiking toward Mount Everest who
was unaccounted for after a
deadly earthquake struck Nepal
has been found and is alive and
well, his family said Tuesday.
Spencer Dickinson, 21, was
on board a helicopter headed to
Kathmandu, said his father, Bob
Dickinson.
The 2011 Petaluma High
School graduate called his dad
at about 7:50 p.m. via satellite
phone and asked him to tell his
mom he was OK, Bob Dickinson
said.
Bob Dickinson said he let out
a scream when he heard his
son’s voice.
“I am overjoyed,” the father

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

TAKING IN THE FRESH AIR: Ji Won and her husband, Edward, of Los Angeles take advantage of a bright sunny Tuesday to hike Sugarloaf State Park in Kenwood.
Sonoma County received high marks for its air quality in new report by the American Lung Association.
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By GUY KOVNER
T H E PR E SS DE M OC R AT
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Brown calls
for $10,000
fine for water
wasters

onoma County once again got
straight-As on the American
Lung Association’s latest air
quality report card, which also cited
California’s prolonged drought as a
factor in fouling the state’s skies.
For the second year in a row, the
county went without a single day of
ozone or particle pollution exceeding
federal standards, according to State
of the Air 2015, the lung association’s
annual report released Wednesday.
Much of the credit can go to the

By FENIT NIRAPPIL
and JULIET WILLIAMS
ASSOCIATED P RE S S

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Jerry Brown on Tuesday called for
$10,000 fines for residents and
businesses that waste the most
water as cities try to meet
mandatory conservation targets during the
drought.
The recommendation was
part of a legislative proposal
Jerry
Brown said he
Brown
would
make
to expand enforcement of water restrictions.
His announcement came as
his administration faces skepticism about his sweeping plan to
save water and just hours before
regulators were scheduled to
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breezy weather that typically blows
away bad air.
Only three other coastal counties —
Mendocino, Humboldt and Monterey
— matched that perfect score, while
Lake County came close with a single
day of high ozone pollution, just as it
did in last year’s report.
Central Valley and Southern
California counties also repeated
their marks with the highest levels of
harmful pollution, as the Los Angeles
metropolitan area, despite some improvement, retained its ranking with
the nation’s most ozone-fouled air.
Los Angeles County alone averaged

76.7 days a year with unhealthy levels
of ozone, or smog, far exceeding the
3.3 days that were graded with an F in
the lung association report.
Sonoma and Mendocino counties
made national lists of 79 counties
with no unhealthy ozone pollution
days and 72 counties with no unhealthy particle pollution days.
Jenny Bard, a Santa Rosa-based
spokeswoman for the American Lung
Association of California, said she
welcomed the county’s high marks,
but joined other officials in noting
that more needs to be done to curb the
TURN TO AIR, PAGE A7

“It’s important to recognize that we all are contributing to pollution.”
JENNY BARD, a Santa Rosa-based spokeswoman for the American Lung Association of California

Justices split over same-sex marriage arguments
By ADAM LIPTAK
N E W YO R K T I M E S

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court on Tuesday was
deeply divided over one of the
great civil rights issues of the age,
same-sex marriage. But Justice
Anthony Kennedy, whose vote is
probably crucial, gave gay rights
advocates reasons for optimism
based on the tone and substance
of his questions.
In 2½ hours of arguments
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Joe CapleyAlfano, center,
and spouse
Frank CapleyAlfano display
a flag next
to gay rights
foes Tuesday
outside the
Supreme Court
in Washington.

over whether the Constitution
guarantees same-sex couples
the right to marry, Kennedy
sent conflicting signals. At some
points, he seemed wary of moving too fast and torn about what
to do. But his demeanor was
more emotional and emphatic when he made the case that
same-sex couples should be permitted to marry. He is also the
author of three landmark opinions expanding the rights of gay

CLIFF OWEN
/ Associated Press
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BALTIMORE ON EDGE: Police behind riot shields
clashed with as many as 200 protesters Tuesday
night to enforce a citywide curfew / A3
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