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County reports first Zika case
Health officials say resident
infected via mosquito bite
on trip to Central America
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A Sonoma County resident contracted the Zika virus after being bit
by mosquitoes while on a recent trip
to Central America, county health
officials said Thursday, announcing
the first confirmed Zika virus case
in the county.

Officials said the Aedes mosquitoes that transmit the virus have
not been detected in Sonoma County and there is no risk of those mosquitoes spreading the virus locally.
“We do not have the mosquitoes
that transmit Zika virus,” said Karen Holbrook, the county’s deputy
health officer.
The virus can be spread through
sexual contact and from a mother
to her unborn baby. But Holbrook
refused to say whether the Sonoma
County resident was male or female or
give any other information about the
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toes, including South and Central
America and the Caribbean.
“Even though there’s no local
transmissions, our residents could
be exposed to Zika virus through
travel, sexual contact with travelers
and from mothers to their unborn
babies,” she said.
Zika virus infection can lead to
early pregnancy loss for an expectant mother and birth defects in newborns, including microcephaly, a
condition marked by an abnormally

case, including the patient’s age, place
of residence or the country where the
virus was contracted, citing concerns
for the resident’s privacy.
“I’m not releasing any of those
pieces of information that on their
own appear innocuous, but when
you put them together can identify
the individual,” Holbrook said.
“We have a case and we anticipate
having more cases,” Holbrook said,
adding that there are many local
residents who travel to locations
where the Zika virus is currently
being transmitted through mosqui-

Zika virus infection
can lead to miscarriages for pregnant
women and birth
defects in newborns,
including microcephaly.
Reported cases
State: 36
Sonoma County: 1
Napa County: 1
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JENNER » 5,600-acre property set aside in 2009 to open next year,
offering access to 20 miles of trail, stunning views of coast

Gateway to headlands

RICH PEDRONCELLI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

A firefighter turns his head
while combating the Butte fire
on Sept. 11 near San Andreas.

State:
PG&E
liable for
fire costs
$90M sought after
power line found to be
involved in Butte blaze
By JANIE HAR
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

EXPANSIVE VIEWS: Jenner Headlands Preserve manager Brook Edwards enjoys the view overlooking the coast in the hills above Jenner on Thursday.
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t has been seven years since a coalition of
private and public conservation groups purchased the Jenner Headlands, putting more
than 5,600 acres of stunning coastal landscape
within the public’s reach. Now stewards of the
land are finally closing in on a date to open the
property for unsupervised exploration, likely
beginning early next year.
The design for new parking and public amenities off Highway 1 has been finalized, with hopes
of breaking ground this fall on the main access
point into the property, which overlooks the
mouth of the Russian River and the ocean just
north of Jenner.
Construction should be completed three or

four months after that, according to Brook Edwards, preserve manager for The Wildlands Conservancy, which owns and operates the preserve.
“I can’t wait to welcome everyone up,” Edwards said.
Planners envision the project as a gateway to
the headlands and beyond — connecting visitors to 20 miles of trail and breathtaking views
of the rugged Sonoma Coast, as well as to the
Sonoma Land Trust’s adjoining Pole Mountain
Preserve and the county’s highest coastal peak
7.5 miles away. A bit further north is a small
preserve called Little Black Mountain.
The nearly 6-acre project includes spaces for
30 passenger vehicles and two school buses in a
lot located where a small asphalt turnout exists
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SAN FRANCISCO — California officials say they will seek
more than $90 million in firefighting costs from Pacific Gas
& Electric Co. after finding that
a deadly 2015 fire was sparked
by a tree that came into contact
with a power line.
The utility said it accepts the
cause but says it is not clear that
it was to blame for the tree failing.
The $90 million is the largest
recovery sought by the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection, which released
a report Thursday detailing the
cause of the fire that scorched
remote Calaveras and Amador
counties, about 125 miles east of
San Francisco.
The blaze that started Sept. 9
burned for three weeks, killing two people and destroying
more than 900 structures, including about 550 homes. The
110-square-mile fire caused
an estimated $300 million in
insured losses and is the seventh-most destructive wildfire
in state history.
Cal Fire said the state’s largest utility and its contractors
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Trump’s attacks on Clinton carry risk
BEYOND THE RHETORIC » Democratic front-runner’s aides
expect gender-based attacks will turn voters away from GOP
By AMY CHOZICK
AND ASHLEY PARKER
NEW YORK TIMES

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Donald Trump has accused Hillary Clinton of playing the
“woman’s card” and has mocked her for “shouting.”
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With the nation on the verge of a
presidential election between the first
woman to lead a major party and an
opponent accused of misogyny, Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump are
digging in for a fight in which he is
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likely to attack her precisely because
she is a woman.
Trump, the Republican favorite, has
already proved willing to attack Clinton in ways that many women find
sexist and that her supporters consider out of bounds.
This week alone, he accused her
of playing the “woman’s card” to get
where she is, saying, “If Hillary Clin-

REGISTERED SEX OFFENDER BACK IN JAIL: Santa
Rosa man with seven sex assault convictions
arrested after altercation with caseworkers / A3

ton were a man, I don’t think she’d get
5 percent of the vote.” He questioned
her “strength” and “stamina,” and
he mocked her for “shouting.” Also
this year, he attacked Clinton as the
enabling political spouse of a former
president who Trump said had abused
women.
Clinton’s advisers say they are confident that such comments will galvanize Democrats — and infuriate nearly
any woman who has ever had to work
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