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HOTEL PLANS REVIVED: 
Petaluma architect says 
new application in works 
for boutique hotel near 
city’s theater district / A3

INSIDE

Barr threatens not to testify

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Gianna McLean, 11, left, takes a hike Thursday with her mother, Christie McLean, at Taylor Mountain Regional Park with a view of Santa Rosa. 
Pollution levels have risen sharply since 2017 throughout Sonoma County and the Bay Area, according to a new air quality report.

Airborne soot, smog up
‘STATE OF THE AIR’ REPORT » Climate change linked to hotter days, 
resulting in higher ozone levels and fires that spew unhealthy particles

Sonoma County residents choked on 
smoke from the 2017 firestorms that 
also ended the county’s eight-year 

run of  perfect scores on the American 
Lung Association’s annual air quality re-
port card, which cited climate change for a 
nationwide trend of  increasingly foul air.

Pollution levels rose throughout the San 
Francisco Bay Area and around the Unit-
ed States, with many cities reaching or 
tying their worst marks ever, the “State of  
the Air” 2019 report said, calling the trend 
“evidence that a changing climate is mak-
ing it harder to protect human health.”

Bay Area air pollution in October 2017 
was as bad as smog-cloaked Beijing, Chi-
na, sending people to emergency rooms, 
forcing schools to close and people to wear 

masks when they stepped outside. A re-
gional air board official called it the worst 
air quality ever recorded in many parts of  
the Bay Area.

The three years covered by the lung 
association’s latest report — 2015 to 2017 
— ranked as the hottest years on record 

globally, with spikes in ozone and particle 
pollution putting millions more Ameri-
cans at risk, the report said.

Seven of  the 20 most destructive fires in 
state history occurred during those three 
years, including the Tubbs, Valley, Nuns, 
Atlas and Redwood Valley fires in the 
North Bay and Mendocino County.

Heat drives up pollution by converting 
vehicle emissions to ozone, also known 
as smog, while wildfires driven in part by 
changing rain patterns generate particle 
pollution, called soot. Diesel engines and 
wood-burning stoves also generate soot.

“As climate change continues, cleaning 
up these pollutants will become ever more 
challenging,” the report said.

California’s air pollution hot spots — 
Los Angeles, Fresno and Bakersfield — 

‘Avengers: Endgame’ has record $1.2B opening

NEW YORK — The universe belongs to 
Marvel. “Avengers: Endgame” shattered 
the record for biggest opening weekend 
with an estimated $350 million in ticket 
sales domestically and $1.2 billion global-
ly, reaching a new pinnacle in the block-
buster era that the comic-book studio has 
come to dominate.

The “Avengers” finale far exceeded 
even its own gargantuan expectations, 
according to studio estimates Sunday. 
The movie had been forecast to open be-

tween $260 million and $300 million in 
U.S. and Canadian theaters, but moviego-
ers turned out in such droves that “End-
game” blew past the previous record of  
$257.7 million, set last year by “Aveng-
ers: Infinity War” when it narrowly sur-
passed “Star Wars: The Force Awakens” 
($248 million or about $266 million in in-
flation adjusted dollars.)

“Endgame” was just as enormous 
overseas. Worldwide, it obliterated the 
previous record of  $640.5 million, also set 
by “Infinity War.” (“Infinity War” didn’t 

DISNEY AND MARVEL STUDIOS

Scarlett Johansson, left, and Jeremy Renner star in 
“Avengers: Endgame,” which had a record opening 
weekend with $1.2 billion in ticket sales globally.

WASHINGTON — Democrats 
and the Justice Department are in a 
standoff over the terms of  Attorney 
General William Barr’s planned tes-
timony before the House Judiciary 
Committee this week, raising the 

prospect that the hearing might not 
go forward at all.

A senior Democratic committee 
aide said Sunday that Barr risks be-
ing subpoenaed if  he refuses to testi-
fy over his objections to the lawmak-
ers’ desired format for the hearing.

Barr is expected to appear be-
fore the Senate and House Judicia-
ry committees on Wednesday and 
Thursday, respectively, to address 
questions about special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s report on Russian 
interference in the 2016 election. But 
according to senior aides for the pan-

el’s chairman, Rep. Jerrold Nadler, 
D-New York, Justice Department 
officials have objected to Democrats’ 
plans to permit extended question-
ing, including by the committee’s 
lawyers, and said Barr may with-
draw.

A Justice Department official said 
discussions are ongoing.

“The attorney general agreed to 
appear before Congress,” Justice De-
partment spokeswoman Kerri Ku-
pec said in a statement. 

“Therefore, members of  Congress 
should be the ones doing the ques-

tioning. He remains happy to engage 
with Members on their questions re-
garding the Mueller report.”

The dispute amplifies what’s be-
come a tense political battle between 
Democrats and the Justice Depart-
ment, with lawmakers accusing the 
attorney general of  maneuvering to 
protect President Donald Trump by 
characterizing Mueller’s findings in 
an overly sympathetic light.

Democrats maintain that state-
ments and letters Barr issued before 

Justice Department, House 
Judiciary Committee spar 
over terms of hearing
By KAROUN DEMIRJIAN  
AND ELLEN NAKASHIMA
WASHINGTON POST
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William  
Barr
Attorney general 
is slated to appear 
before congres-
sional committees 
this week.

POOR GRADES ON AIR QUALITY
The American Lung Association’s “State of the Air” 
report assigned air pollution grades to California 
counties, including three north of the bay, for the 
period 2015-2017.

County
Particle  
pollution

Ozone  
pollution

Sonoma C B

Lake C A

Mendocino F A

Temple 
shooter’s
weapon 
jammed

POWAY — The rabbi wound-
ed in the shooting at the Po-
way synagogue Saturday said 
the bloodshed could have been 
much worse had the gunman’s 
weapon not jammed.

Rabbi Yisroel Goldstein, 
speaking in an emotionally 
charged news conference Sun-
day in front of  the Chabad of  Po-
way, described the attack, which 
left one woman dead and he and 
two other people wounded.

He said the gunman opened 
fire, fatally wounding longtime 
congregant Lori Kaye, 60, and 
blowing off one of  the rabbi’s 
fingers. Both of  his hands were 
in bandages Sunday.

Goldstein said he feared the 
gunman, armed with a semi-
automatic rifle, would enter 
another room where a large 
group was gathered for a memo-
rial service or go out to where a 
group of  children were playing.

But “miraculously, the gun 
jammed,” he said. At that point, 
an off-duty Border Patrol agent 
gave chase and fired on the 

Wounded rabbi says gun 
glitch prevented slaughter 
in synagogue attack 
By JULIA WICK, DOUG SMITH 
AND SARAH PARVINI
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Rabbi Yisroel Goldstein, right, is 
embraced as he leaves a press  
conference at the Chabad of Poway 
synagogue on Sunday.


