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Customers of the French Laundry in Yountville photograph the facade of the building on Friday. More than a year after hundreds of bottles of 
high-end wine — some often compared to works of art — were stolen from the French Laundry, two men were indicted in the 2014 burglary. 

Indictment in wine heist
YOUNTVILLE » 2 men accused of stealing hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in high-end bottles from Keller’s French Laundry

Bank 
officials 
settle for 
$5.4M

Three officers at the failed 
Sonoma Valley Bank have set-
tled a lawsuit from the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corpora-
tion for about $5.4 million.

The agreement reached 
earlier this month falls short 
of  the $12 million originally 
sought after the bank’s col-
lapse in 2010 following a series 
of  risky real estate loans.

It calls for payments from 
the bank’s former president 
and chief  executive officer, 
Sean Cutting, as well as former 
CEO and director Mel Switzer 
and vice president and chief  
loan officer Brian Melland.

The money, which will come 
from insurance policies, will 
go into the federal fund in-
suring nationwide deposits 
and will not be used to recoup 
the losses of  more than 1,000 
shareholders who invested in 
the bank. 

“The sad thing is I don’t see 
how they will get any money 
back,” said Ralph Hutchinson, 
a former federal banking reg-
ulator and consultant who is 
familiar with the case.

A limited number of  share-

Sixteen months after a collection of  the 
world’s most sought-after wines disap-
peared from the cellar of  exclusive Yount-
ville restaurant The French Laundry, fed-
eral prosecutors indicted two California 
men in the heist and two other Bay Area 
wine thefts.

Alfred Georgis, 53, of  Mountain View 
and Davis Kiryakoz, 44, of  Modesto are ac-
cused of  stealing hundreds of  thousands of  
dollars in high-end wine during the Christ-
mas 2014 burglary at chef  Thomas Keller’s 
renowned Napa County restaurant. 

The heist involved prized bottles of  wine 
often compared to works of  art — includ-
ing Domaine de la Romanée-Conti, or DRC, 

worth up to $10,000 a bottle. Napa Coun-
ty sheriff’s officials at the time noted the 
thefts were remarkably timed when the 
restaurant was closed for renovation and 
its alarm atypically turned off. 

The burglary was among a pair of  2014 
thefts from Napa restaurants that repre-
sented the largest high-dollar wine heists 
the Napa County Sheriff’s Office has inves-
tigated, Lt. Keith Behlmer said Friday.   

The thefts were stark evidence for upscale 
North Coast restaurateurs and wine dealers 
showing the vulnerability of  prized cellars. 
The arrests this week put some at ease. 

“It definitely was scary,” said Eric Mer-
cer, manager and wine director at Madro-
na Manor in Healdsburg. “You start look-
ing a little bit harder, paying attention to 
those new around you,” Mercer said. “It 

hits home, you really want to protect what 
you have.”

The indictment released Thursday by 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in San Francisco 
says the two suspects, and other people un-
identified by prosecutors, burglarized the 
French Laundry cellar. The theft involved 
about 100 bottles of  wine. Earlier law en-
forcement reports pegged the value of  the 
bottles taken at roughly $300,000.  

Where that wine went from Napa Coun-
ty — most bottles were sold to a buyer in 
North Carolina — left a trail that FBI inves-
tigators traced back to California, and to 
Georgis, Kiryakoz and an unnamed, un-in-
dicted co-conspirator, according to federal 
prosecutors. 

MARCUS YAM / LOS ANGELES TIMES

Protesters clash with police outside a hotel hosting 
Donald Trump’s speech Friday in Burlingame.  

INSIDE: Protests are making for explosive state primary / A8

Money will go to the 
FDIC, not failed Sonoma 
Valley Bank’s investors
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Former president, chief executive 
officer of Sonoma Valley Bank

Trump says he can win without GOP unity

BURLINGAME — Donald Trump 
got a taste on Friday of  what his next 
month of  campaigning in California 
could be like. He was forced to exit his 
motorcade and walk through a field, 
climbing an embankment with Secret 
Service agents helping him, to avoid 
angry demonstrators on the street.

“We went under a fence and through 
a fence, and oh, boy, it felt like I was 

crossing the border, 
actually,” Trump 
said when he finally 
made it to a ballroom 
to speak at Califor-
nia’s Republican Par-
ty convention.

For the next 25 
minutes, though, 
Trump spoke little 
of  California or its 

June 7 primary. Rather, he wrestled 
with whether he wanted to begin 
healing the fractured party he was 

seeking to lead. Trump, the Republi-
can front-runner in the presidential 
race, mocked his conservative critics 
and his current and former rivals as 
dumb, “disgusting” and losers. He 
claimed at least twice that he could 
win even if  the party did not come 
together. And with some conserva-
tives still uneasy about his beliefs, he 
breezily dismissed questions about 
his principles.

“Folks, I’m a conservative, but at 

By JONATHAN MARTIN 
AND ADAM NAGOURNEY
NEW YORK TIMES
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3rd county casino on horizon

A Cloverdale tribe received official notice 
Friday from the federal government that its 
longstanding request to create a reservation 
on 62 acres of  land had been approved, a de-
cision that a tribal representative described 
as a major step toward developing a third 

tribal casino in Sonoma County.
The federal approval, which delight-

ed leaders of  the 540-member Cloverdale 
Rancheria of  Pomo Indians, sets up the pos-
sibility of  another prolonged local dispute 
with opponents of  casino development, in-
cluding the Sonoma County Board of  Super-
visors. 

The county issued its own announcement 
late Friday saying that supervisors would 
review “legal options” following the deci-
sion. A closed-door hearing on the matter is 
set for Tuesday.

Tribal spokesman Rob Muelrath, mean-
while, said Cloverdale Rancheria leaders 

viewed the news as a “massive step forward” 
in their plans for economic development on 
their new homeland immediately southeast 
of  the Cloverdale city limits.

Those plans have called for a 
575,600-square-foot casino-resort complex, 
including a 244-room hotel up to five stories 
high and a convention and entertainment 
center priced at $320 million. 

At that scope, the project would compete 
with the county’s largest gaming facility, 
the $800 million Graton Resort and Casino, 
which is currently adding a hotel and con-

Cloverdale tribe gets OK for new 
reservation along Highway 101; 
county reviewing legal options

By GUY KOVNER
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