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Double-dipping or double duty?
After 30 years as a cop on 

California’s North Coast, Char-
lie Bone stepped away from the 
beat and into a well-deserved 
retirement.

It was an easy decision for the 
Bodega Bay resident, then 55, 
because that’s when he became 
eligible to start collecting a more 
than $100,000-a-year pension.

But putting two kids through 
private college and not ready for 
a life of  golf  or travel, the deco-
rated lawman did what many in 
his profession do — he went back 
to work as a court bailiff, joining 
a segment of  Sonoma County 
government workers known as 
double-dippers who collect both 

a pension and a paycheck.
He’s not alone.
About 6 percent of  the coun-

ty’s 4,800 employees — or 
274 people as of  Dec. 31 — retired 
from the county at some point 
and returned to work the maxi-
mum of  about six months a year, 
earning a second income. The 
total number of  current county 
employees also receiving pen-
sions is unknown, as the county 
doesn’t track those who previ-
ously worked outside the county.

Double-dippers occupy a 
range of  positions across county 
departments, providing a vari-
ety of  skills acquired from years 
on the job without costing addi-
tional training, health or retire-

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Retired Sonoma County Sheriff’s Deputy Charlie Bone, 62, goes over 
the day’s calendar while serving as a bailiff in Sonoma County Superior 
Courtroom 3 on April 4 in Santa Rosa.
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President Donald Trump

Trump 
reshapes 
himself, 
nation

WASHINGTON — In his first 
100 days in power, President Don-
ald Trump has transformed the 
nation’s highest office in ways 
both profound and mundane, 
pushing traditional boundaries, 
ignoring long-standing protocol 
and discarding historical prece-
dents as he reshapes the White 
House in his own image.

But just as Trump has 
changed the presidency, advis-
ers and analysts say it also has 
changed him. 
Still a mercu-
rial and easily 
offended provo-
cateur capable 
of  head-spin-
ning gyrations 
in policy and 
politics, Trump 
n o n e t h e l e s s 
at times has 
adapted his ap-
proach to both 
the job and the 
momentous challenges it en-
tails.

As Washington pauses to 
evaluate the opening phase of  
the Trump presidency, the one 
thing everyone seems to agree 
on is that, for better or worse, 
the capital has headed deep into 
uncharted territory. On almost 
every one of  these first 100 days, 
Trump has done or said some-
thing that caused presidential 
historians and seasoned profes-
sionals inside the Beltway to use 
the phrase “never before.”

He has assumed even more 
power for the presidency, ex-
panding President Barack 
Obama’s use of  executive or-
ders to offset the inability to 
pass major legislation and mak-
ing it more independent of  the 
Washington establishment. He 
has been more aggressive than 
any other president in using 
his authority to undo his pre-
decessor’s legacy, particularly 
on trade, business regulation 
and the environment. And he 
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BUBBLING WITH ENTHUSIASM: Dawn Sanz, from left, floats bubbles in the breeze for her daughters Lily, 5, and Charlee, 8, during the celebration Saturday marking 
the opening of Old Courthouse Square in downtown Santa Rosa. The 1.5-acre plaza now features a cross-shaped lawn marking the spot of the original courthouse.

Reunified, 
at long last

Crowd descends to celebrate opening of highly anticipated $10.5M plaza 

Santa Rosa’s downtown 
square came to life Saturday 
as a reunified public space 

made its long-awaited debut, 
returning a central plaza to a city 
of 170,000 with hopes it becomes 
a hub for civic activity, a catalyst 
for commerce and a new source 
of urban identity and cohesion.

A throng turned out to Old 
Courthouse Square under sun-
ny skies to gaze at the finished 
$10.5 million project, the culmina-
tion of an idea that has gripped 
the city for decades as a way to 
revive its ailing downtown. 

The 1.5-acre site, bisected by 
Mendocino and Santa Rosa av-
enues since 1966 after the city’s 
second courthouse was torn 
down, now features scores
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SANTA ROSA » OLD COURTHOUSE SQUARE

SUNNY CELEBRATION: Santa Rosa Police Capt. Ray Navarro, second from left, joins Catholic Charities Director 
Jennielynn Holmes and City Council member Tom Schwedhelm on the square with stilt-walkers Krysta Hodson, 
left, and Amanda Grace of Symmetry Arts during the celebration Saturday in Santa Rosa.

RED-RIBBON DAY: Daisy Negrete, 6, checks out the ribbon 
used in the ceremony Saturday for Old Courthouse Square.


