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MIGRANT CARAVAN HALTED: US border 
agents turn away asylum seekers, saying 
there’s no room to process them  / A4
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OUT THERE EXPOSITION » Mini-festival seeks 
to promote Santa Rosa’s arts community.   A3

GIANTS TOP DODGERS » San Francisco rides Blach 
to victory, takes series win over SoCal rivals.  B1

Kim says he’ll give up nukes

Sprint, 
T-Mobile   
agree 
to merge

T-Mobile and Sprint, the na-
tion’s third- and fourth-largest 
wireless carriers, respectively, 
agreed to a nearly $27 billion 
merger Sunday that could dra-
matically reshape the U.S. tele-
com industry while testing the 
appetites of  consumers and reg-
ulators alike for further corpo-
rate consolidation.

The deal marks the latest at-
tempt by T-Mobile, operated by 
Germany’s Deutsche Telekom, 
and Sprint, run by the Japa-
nese conglomerate SoftBank, 
to combine forces as they seek 
to amass subscribers and chal-
lenge the national footprints of  
AT&T and Verizon. 

The move comes at a time 
when the industry is racing to 
deploy the next generation of  
ultrafast wireless technology, 
called 5G. The combined com-
pany’s name would be T-Mobile.

For years, T-Mobile and 
Sprint had considered such a 
tie-up, only to abandon their 
plans. Their hurdles have in-
cluded government regulators, 
who previously argued that con-
sumers are best served — with 
better prices and more choices 
— if  there are four major wire-
less carriers, not three.

Sprint and T-Mobile aim to 
convince the Trump adminis-
tration that they would be in 
prime position to advance 5G, a 
next-generation data network 
for everything from smart-
phones to Internet-enabled cars 
and other technologies — with 
major investments that they 

SEOUL, South Korea — Keep-
ing diplomatic developments 
coming at a head-snapping pace, 
the South Korean government 
said Sunday that North Ko-
rea’s leader, Kim Jong Un, had 
told President Moon Jae-in that 

he would abandon his nuclear 
weapons if  the United States 
agreed to formally end the Ko-
rean War and promise not to in-
vade his country.

In a confidence-building ges-
ture before a proposed summit 
meeting with President Donald 
Trump, a suddenly loquacious 
and conciliatory Kim also said 

he would invite experts and 
journalists from South Korea 
and the United States to watch 
the shutdown next month of  his 
country’s only known under-
ground nuclear test site.

In Washington, Trump offi-
cials spoke cautiously about the 
chances of  reaching a deal and 
laid out a plan for the disman-
tling of  the North’s nuclear pro-
gram, perhaps over a two-year 
period.

That would be accompanied 

by a “full, complete, total dis-
closure of  everything related to 
their nuclear program with a 
full international verification,” 
said John Bolton, Trump’s new 
national security adviser.

The apparent concessions 
from the youthful leader were 
widely welcomed as promising 
signs of  ending the standoff on 
the Korean Peninsula, frozen in 
place since fighting in the Kore-
an War ended 65 years ago.

But skeptics warned that 

North Korea previously made 
similar pledges of  denuclear-
ization on numerous occasions, 
with little or no intention of  
abiding by them. Kim’s friendly 
gestures, they said, could turn 
out to be nothing more than 
empty promises aimed at lifting 
sanctions on his isolated coun-
try.

A South Korean government 
spokesman, Yoon Young-chan, 

NORTH KOREA »  Leader wants US to formally 
agree to end war, promise not to invade his country
By CHOE SANG-HUN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Telecom giants’ $27B
deal could best AT&T 
if OK’d by regulators
by TONY ROMM 
AND BRIAN FUNG
WASHINGTON POST
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Pemba Sherpa, co-owner of restaurants Yak and Yeti in Napa and La Casa in Sonoma, poses for a portrait Saturday at Yak and Yeti. Sherpa is a 
naturalized U.S. citizen who emigrated from Nepal.

US to Nepalis: Go home
IMMIGRATION » Trump administration adds immigrants from Nepal to 
groups no longer allowed residency under Temporary Protected Status

The Trump administration is ramp-
ing up efforts to get rid of  programs 
that provide temporary residency 

permits for immigrants from countries 
ravaged by natural and human catastro-
phes.

Last week, the Department of  Home-
land Security announced its decision to 
terminate protections granted to Nepali 
immigrants after a massive earthquake 

devastated their country in 2015. 
The move follows similar cancellations 

of  temporary protections for immigrants 
from other countries hit by natural 
disasters or violent conflicts, including El 
Salvador, Haiti, Nicaragua and Sudan.

The Temporary Protected Status pro-
gram was created by Congress in 1990 to 
avoid sending foreigners back to nations 
destabilized by natural disasters, armed 
conflict and other calamities. Admission 
into the TPS program shields immigrants 
from deportation, grants them a work 

permit and allows them to travel outside 
the United States. 

The Department of  Homeland Security 
terminated the TPS designation for Nepal 
following a review, required by law, that 
concluded the South Asian country has 
recovered sufficiently to accommodate the 
return of  its citizens living in the United 
States. The protections for Nepali immi-
grants ends June 24, 2019, a grace period 
designed to allow an orderly transition.

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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