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WEST COUNTY ICON:  
Salli Rasberry, who led 
Sonoma Land Trust and 
authored several books, 
dies at 78  / A3

INSIDE

Disaster 
money  
about
to flow

Federal disaster aid is final-
ly on the horizon for California 
crabbers who suffered through 
the 2015-16 commercial season, 
a period of  unprecedented hard-
ship that ushered in a new era 
of  uncertainty over the poten-
tial for toxic algae to disrupt the 
fishery.

The long-awaited assistance 
for North Coast fishing commu-
nities — including $25.6 million 
to bolster the state’s struggling 
commercial crab industry — 
should be delivered on June 1, 
coastal Reps. Jared Huffman, 
D-San Rafael, and Jackie Spei-
er, D-Hillsborough, announced 
Monday.

The package contains 
$22.8  million in direct aid to 
crabbers and seafood proces-
sors affected by a 41/2-month 
delay in the commercial 2015-
16 season, when the California 
fleet confronted overall revenue 
losses of  43% compared with 
the average of  the previous five 
years, according to federal fish-
eries managers.

The disaster relief  will be a 
welcomed windfall now, though 
frustration and disillusionment 
with the process muted recep-
tion to the news.

“It’s about $28,000 for me, you 
know, and it should have been 
distributed a long time ago,” 
said veteran Bodega Bay skip-
per Tony Anello, 70.

The timing is fortuitous 
for some because of  a recent 
court settlement that result-
ed in the early closure of  this 
year’s Dungeness crab season 

Crabbers who suffered 
in 2015-16 season to get 
US assistance in June
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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A mountain lion captured 
outside Santa Rosa Plaza 
shopping mall Monday 

morning likely wandered into 
downtown from a nearby creek, 
wildlife officials said.

The animal was spotted before 
dawn walking along B Street 
near the mall entrance. Its ur-
ban adventure, which unfolded 
in front of  dozens of  downtown 
workers blocked from getting to 
their jobs, lasted more than five 
hours, before the mountain lion 
was hit with tranquilizer darts 
and loaded into a carrier to later 
be released in a rural area north 

of  town.
“I didn’t expect to be late to 

work due to a mountain lion,” 
said Kharman Aidun, who 
waited with coworkers along 
B  Street for the cat to be cap-
tured.

The mountain lion likely came 
from the nearby Santa Rosa 
Creek, officials said. Scared, it 
hunkered down for hours in 
bushes in a raised planter box 
near the eastside doors to Ma-
cy’s department store.  

“When I got the call early this 
morning that it was at the mall 
I was shocked because I know 
Santa Rosa and that was smack 
in the middle of  everything,” 

PHOTOS BY JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A juvenile mountain lion was darted and removed from a planter box on the east side of Macy’s at Santa Rosa plaza Monday morning by 
California Fish and Wildlife officers. Below, a crowd of onlookers gathers across the street to watch the scene unfold.

Mountain lion caught
SANTA ROSA » Juvenile 40-pound cougar takes predawn stroll 
along B Street, then hides in planter box during 5-hour standoff

By RANDI ROSSMANN 
AND ALEXANDRIA BORDAS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Police, FBI stop Long Beach bomb plot

LOS ANGELES — An Army 
veteran who converted to Islam 
and discussed launching vari-
ous terror attacks throughout 
Southern California was arrest-
ed as he plotted to bomb a white 
supremacist rally as retribution 
for the New Zealand mosque at-
tacks, federal prosecutors said 
Monday.

Mark Domingo, an infantry-

man who served a com-
bat stint in Afghanistan, 
was arrested Friday 
after visiting a park 
in Long Beach where 
authorities said he 
planned to plant home-
made explosive devices 
made with nail-filled 
pressure cookers in ad-
vance of  a Nazi rally 
scheduled Sunday.

Domingo, 26, was 
arrested on a charge 
of  providing material 
support to terrorists. A 
criminal complaint said he had 
been planning since March to 
“manufacture and use a weap-

on of  mass destruction 
in order to commit mass 
murder.”

U.S. Attorney Nick 
Hanna told a news con-
ference that Domingo 
supported violent jihad 
and spoke about be-
coming a martyr and 
of  pledging allegiance 
to the Islamic State 
group if  it established a 
presence in the United 
States.

“This is a case in 
which law enforcement 

was able to identify a man con-
sumed with hate and bent on 
mass murder, and stop him 

before he could carry out his 
attack,” Hanna said. “The crim-
inal case outlines a chilling ter-
rorism plot that developed over 
the past two months and tar-
geted innocent Americans that 
he expected to gather this past 
weekend.”

Investigators said Domin-
go posted an online message 
March 3 that said “America 
needs another Vegas event,” an 
apparent reference to the 2017 
mass shooting that killed 59. 

He allegedly said it would 
spark civil unrest to weaken 
“America by giving them a taste 

Afghanistan veteran 
planned to attack 
white supremacist rally
By BRIAN MELLEY
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Islamic State 
leader appears in 
video / A7

Deputy AG stepping down

WASHINGTON — Deputy Attor-
ney General Rod Rosenstein submit-
ted his resignation Monday after a 
two-year run defined by his appoint-
ment of  a special counsel to investi-
gate connections between President 

Donald Trump’s campaign and Rus-
sia.

His last day will be May 11, end-
ing a tumultuous relationship with 
Trump and a tenure that involved 
some of  the most consequential, 
even chaotic, moments of  the presi-
dent’s administration.

When Trump wanted to fire then-
FBI Director James Comey, who was 
overseeing the Russia probe, Rosen-
stein wrote the memo that the White 
House used to justify the dismissal. 
But eight days later, Rosenstein took 
a step that Trump feared would end 

his presidency: appointing Robert 
Mueller as special counsel. The 
move made Rosenstein the frequent 
target of  Republican wrath and an-
gry Trump tweets and left him re-
peatedly appearing on the verge of 
being fired.

Yet in the end, he was largely in 
Trump’s corner.

He joined Attorney General 
William Barr in determining that 
Trump had not obstructed the Mu-
eller investigation — reaching a 
conclusion that Mueller himself 
pointedly did not make. He defended 

Barr against criticism that he was 
spinning Mueller’s findings in the 
president’s favor and stood silently 
behind him as Barr praised Trump’s 
cooperation at a news conference be-
fore a redacted version of  the report 
was released.

In his resignation letter to Trump, 
Rosenstein paid tribute to the Justice 
Department’s accomplishments and 
to Trump himself, even praising the 
sense of  humor of  a man who once 
retweeted an image that showed 

Justice Department official 
responsible for appointing 
special counsel Mueller
By ERIC TUCKER 
AND MICHAEL BALSAMO
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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