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Low-tech thieves hit gas station patrons
Suspects move pump nozzles,
fill up on unsuspecting
Sonoma County customers’ dime
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DE MO C RAT

Ishara Sweeney couldn’t put her
finger on it, but something was odd
about the gas pump at the Santa
Rosa Chevron station.
The hose seemed out of place
and the numbers began moving before she squeezed the handle. They

stopped suddenly at $36.36 but she
didn’t hear a click sound.
Sweeney was further baffled when
she got back into her Toyota Corolla
after believing she had fueled up and
saw the needle hadn’t moved on her
gas gauge. It wasn’t until a knowing
attendant arrived that she learned
she was the victim of a scam.
“I felt pretty dumb,” said Sweeney,
a Santa Rosa acupuncturist, who
was ripped off Wednesday at the fairgrounds-area station. “I saw the red
flags … but it never occurred to me
that someone would do something
like this. I’m kind of astounded.”

She is among the latest to be taken
in by a disturbing crime trend hitting local gas stations, leaving customers with the bill for thousands of
dollars in stolen fuel.
The scam is low-tech yet devious, says Peter Van Alyea, owner
of Rohnert Park-based Redwood Oil
Co, who has seven Chevron stations
in Sonoma County, including the one
on Bennett Valley Road.
Thieves switch nozzles from one
side of a gas pump to the other and
wait for unsuspecting customers to
arrive and enter their payment information.

When a purchase is authorized,
they pull up, fill their tanks and
speed off. Customers are left scratching their heads trying to figure out
what happened.
The scam has played out at least a
half-dozen times at Van Alyea’s stations over the past few months and
is likely more widespread, affecting
people across the Bay Area and beyond, he said.
“It’s pretty appalling,” said Van
Alyea, who has posted warnings at
his stations and reported the thefts
to police.
TURN TO GAS, PAGE A4

With Carpe Diem in the running at Churchill Downs on Saturday, KJ’s Banke
continues the Stonestreet Farms tradition started by her late husband, Jess Jackson

A Derby favorite

HOW IT
WORKS
A suspect swaps
nozzles on a gas
pump from one
side to the other.
A customer
drives up, enters
payment data
and tries to begin
fueling.
Meanwhile, the
suspects fill up
from the other
side and depart.

Navy’s
show
of force
off Iran
US ships begin providing
security for cargo vessels
through Strait of Hormuz
By JAMES ROSEN
M c CL AT CHY NEWS S ERV I CE

CHARLIE RIEDEL / Associated Press

READY TO RACE: Exercise rider Patti Krotenko rides Kentucky Derby hopeful Carpe Diem during a workout at Churchill Downs in Louisville, Ky., on Wednesday.
Carpe Diem, ranked third in the Derby field, is co-owned by Stonestreet Farms, founded a decade ago by late Jackson Family Wines owner Jess Jackson.
By BILL SWINDELL
T H E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

B

arbara Banke is hoping on Saturday that her horse
Carpe Diem will live up to its Latin name and make
some horse racing history by seizing the day — or
at least about two minutes of it.
The 3-year-old colt is the third choice currently in the
Kentucky Derby field with odds at 8-1. But he comes to
Churchill Downs on a hot streak, winning four of his five
races, including the Blue Grass Stakes, a key prep race
prior to the Derby.
“He’s definitely ready to go,” Banke said in a phone interview on Wednesday. “His exercise rider has had a hard
time keeping him from trying to race every morning. He’s
ready to roll.”
If Carpe Diem can pull off a victory, it will build on the
incredible accomplishment of Stonestreet Farms, which
was founded a decade ago by Banke’s late husband, Jess
Jackson, the same man who also founded the iconic Jackson Family Wines that helped put Sonoma County on the
TURN TO DERBY, PAGE A4

GARRY JONES / Associated Press

SHARING IN OWNERSHIP: WinStar Farm’s Kenny Troutt, left, and Elliot Walden,
center, on Wednesday share a laugh with Barbara Banke, whose Stonestreet Farms
co-owns the 3-year-old colt Carpe Diem with WinStar Farm.

Curtain rises on Schwarzenegger’s next act
By JAKE COYLE
A S S O C I AT E D P RE S S

Arnold
Schwarzenegger

A journey from
athlete to actor to
politician and back.

NEW YORK — Arnold Schwarzenegger followed the familiar script of
a politician departing office in some
ways, writing a memoir and doing
speaking engagements. But, then
again, most former governors don’t
make three films a year in which they
regularly pile up double-digit body
counts.
“You can’t put me in the same category at all. I’m in a totally separate

category,” Schwarzenegger said. “No
one that has the combination of having been successful in sports, having
been successful in show business and
then having been successful in politics. So everything is off.”
Schwarzenegger, who has a little
Donald Trump in his braggadocio,
is indeed a category of his own. He’s
been a monolithic, much-impersonated pop-culture presence across more
than three decades: an Austria-born
he-man who came to America to pump
us up, to defend us from aliens and to

rule our most populous state.
Four years after leaving office,
the rekindled movie career of the
post-governor Governator has taken
shape. It’s been more than the last gasp
some expected. Rather, Schwarzenegger has launched a full-scale resurrection of the showbiz career he put
on hiatus for seven years — one that
wasn’t exactly red hot when it was put
on ice.
“You cannot just go and pick it up
where you left off. So you have to kind
TURN TO SCHWARZENEGGER, PAGE A4

WASHINGTON — Navy ships
on Thursday began accompanying U.S.-flagged cargo vessels
through the Strait of Hormuz
in a maritime show of force in
response to Iran’s seizure Tuesday of a container ship from the
Marshall Islands.
Defense Department officials
said Navy ships also might accompany refueling tankers
through the strait, but the total
number of missions per week is
likely to be few.
Still, the new U.S. military
operation escalated a maritime
cat-and-mouse game between
Washington and Tehran that
began April 20 when the U.S.
dispatched the USS Roosevelt
aircraft carrier and the USS
Normandy guided missile cruiser to shadow a 9-ship Iranian
convoy that the Pentagon feared
might be carrying weapons to
Yemen. The convoy turned back
without incident.
The United States has been
providing intelligence and aerial refueling for a bombing
campaign led by Saudi Arabia
against Houthi rebels in Yemen
who Saudi Arabia claims are receiving weapons from Iran. The
campaign began March 26 and
has been sharply criticized by
United Nations officials and human rights groups for targeting
civilians and humanitarian aid
missions.
Air Force Gen. Philip Breedlove, head of U.S. European
Command, and anonymous
Pentagon officials confirmed
that the first U.S.-flagged cargo
ship was accompanied through
the strait Thursday. The offiTURN TO NAVY, PAGE A4
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