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Mueller, Barr split on report

Unease 
after 
day of 
turmoil

CARACAS, Venezuela — He 
called it the moment for Vene-
zuelans to reclaim their democ-
racy once and for all. But as the 
hours dragged on, opposition 
leader Juan 
Guaidó stood 
alone on a high-
way overpass 
with the same 
small cadre 
of  soldiers 
with whom he 
launched a bold 
effort to spark a 
military upris-
ing and settle 
Venezuela’s agonizing power 
struggle.

Like past attempts to oust 
President Nicolás Maduro, the 
opposition seemed outmaneu-
vered again Tuesday. What 
Guaidó dubbed “Operation 
Freedom” triggered a familiar 
pattern of  security forces us-
ing repressive tactics to crush 
small pockets of  stone-throwing 
youths while millions of  Vene-
zuelans watched the drama un-
fold with a mix of  fear and exas-
peration.

The opposition’s hoped-
for split in the military didn’t 
emerge, a plane that the United 
States claimed was standing by 
to ferry Maduro into exile never 
took off, and by nightfall one of  
the government’s bravest oppo-
nents, who defied house arrest 
to join the insurrection, had 
quietly sought refuge with his 
family in a foreign embassy.

WASHINGTON — Robert 
Mueller, the special counsel, 
wrote a letter in late March to 
Attorney General William Barr 
objecting to his early description 
of  the Russia investigation’s con-

clusions that appeared to clear 
President Donald Trump on 
possible obstruction of  justice, 
according to the Justice Depart-
ment and three people with di-
rect knowledge of  the communi-
cation between the two men.

The letter adds to the growing 
evidence of  a rift between them 
and is another sign of  the anger 
among the special counsel’s in-
vestigators about Barr’s char-
acterization of  their findings, 
which allowed Trump to wrong-
ly claim he had been vindicated.

It was unclear what 
specific objections Muel-
ler raised in his letter, 
though a Justice Depart-
ment spokeswoman said 
Tuesday evening that 
he “expressed a frustra-
tion over the lack of  context” in 
Barr’s presentation of  his find-
ings on obstruction of  justice. 
Barr defended his descriptions 
of  the investigation’s conclu-
sions in conversations with 
Mueller over the days after he 
sent the letter, according to two 

people with knowledge 
of  their discussions.

Barr, who was sched-
uled to testify Wednes-
day before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee 
about the investigation, 

has said publicly that he dis-
agrees with some of the legal 
reasoning in the Mueller report. 
Senior Democratic lawmakers 
have invited Mueller to testify in 
the coming weeks but have been 
unable to secure a date for his 
testimony.

A central issue in the simmer-
ing dispute is how the public’s 
understanding of  the Mueller 
report has been shaped since 
the special counsel ended his 
investigation and delivered his 
448-page report March 22 to the 
attorney general, his boss and 
longtime friend. The four-page 
letter that Barr sent to Congress 
two days later gave little detail 
about the special counsel’s find-
ings and created the impression 

Special counsel objected 
to assessment of Russia 
investigation conclusions
By MARK MAZZETTI 
AND MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
NEW YORK TIMES
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Opposition leader calls 
for protests to continue 
amid violent crackdown
By JOSHUA GOODMAN  
AND CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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The Santa Rosa City Council and staff meet in the mayor’s conference room in City Hall on Tuesday. City officials say the facility is “riddled with 
asbestos” and are seeking a consultant to help replace the downtown complex. 

City Hall ready for reset 
SANTA ROSA » ASBESTOS PROBLEM

Officials look for consultant, possible 
housing deal to replace building

‘Riddled with asbestos” 
is not how anyone 
hopes to describe 

their city’s headquarters, 
but that blunt description of  
the crescent-shaped concrete 
complex on First Street comes 
from Santa Rosa itself  as 
the city seeks private-sector 
expertise to help it build new 
space for its workers and 
replace City Hall with much-
desired downtown housing.

City officials are courting 
consultants to advise Santa Ro-
sa’s transition out of  its current 
City Hall, a set of  drab, disjoint-
ed buildings dating to the late 
1960s. The city considers the 
current campus inefficient and 
in need of  significant ongoing 
investment for maintenance — 
or total replacement. 

Santa Rosa’s early vision 
calls for a new, taller apartment 
building or retail property on 
the site to put the land to better 

By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Santa Rosa City Hall dates to the late 1960s, and the city considers 
the facility to be inefficient.

What brought mountain lion to mall?

One day after a mountain lion was 
shot with a tranquilizer dart as it 
cowered in a planter box outside the 
Macy’s department store at the Santa 
Rosa Plaza, Quinton Martins had lost 
track of  the number of  media inter-
views he’d done.

Martins, a South African biologist 
and big cat expert who runs a local 
research project called Living With 
Lions, had come to this conclusion:

“I think we might need to get more 
lions in malls,” he said — the better 
to highlight the plight of  big cats who 
live, and often die, in close contact 
with humans.

Monday’s surprise visitor to Santa 
Rosa Plaza was a juvenile male who 
weighed around 40 pounds and was 
under a year old, according to Greg 
Martinelli, state wildlife lands pro-
gram manager. Based on the animal’s 
size, Fish and Wildlife officers used a 
smaller dose of  tranquilizer. As a re-
sult, the mountain lion “didn’t stay 

under very long, and recovered fairly 
quickly,” Martinelli said.

After “tagging” one of  the cat’s ears 
to identify him, the officers decided he 
was too young for a tracking collar. 
Martinelli would not say where the 
mountain lion was released, citing de-
partment policy. 

“We don’t want people looking for it 
and disrupting it, especially as it’s re-
covering,” he said. 

Asked what a mountain lion was 
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A juvenile mountain lion was tranquilized and  
removed from the east side of the Macy’s at Santa 
Rosa Plaza on Monday morning.

By AUSTIN MURPHY
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