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R HOUSE SHUTTING DOWN: 
Funding trouble forces 
group home for troubled 
foster kids to close its 
doors after 45 years / A3

INSIDE

Dems claim win on spending

Parks 
system 
gets new 
director

Bert Whitaker, who started 
his career with Sonoma Coun-
ty Regional Parks as a seasonal 
lifeguard at Healdsburg’s Vet-
erans Memorial Beach in 1995, 
will become the new director of  
the sprawling parks system.

He replaces Caryl Hart, who 
steps down this month. 

“I’m thrilled,” said Whitak-
er, 43, whose selection was an-

nounced Mon-
day. He will 
earn $144,000 
annually.

A collegiate 
swimmer who 
grew up in Dal-
las, he learned 
of  the lifeguard 
job from a 
Sonoma Coun-
ty classmate 

while he was a student at North-
ern Arizona University more 
than 25 years ago. 

The choice of  a new direc-
tor comes at a pivotal moment 
for the regional parks system, 
which is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary this year after a 
period of  phenomenal growth. 
Many challenges lie ahead, in-
cluding how to manage and 
pay for existing services while 
bringing new parklands into the 
fold. 

Whitaker cited getting Tolay 
Creek Regional Park near Peta-
luma fully opened to the public 
among his priorities. Another 
is the likelihood of  the coun-
ty going back to voters to ask 
that another sales tax measure 
be passed that would support 
parks.

Thousands of school sex assaults revealed

BRUNSWICK, Maine — Chaz 
Wing was 12 when they cor-
nered him in the school bath-
room. The students who tor-
mented him were children, too, 
entering the age of  pimples and 
cracking voices.

Eventually, he swore under 

oath, the boys raped him and 
left him bleeding, the culmina-
tion of  a year of  harassment. 

Though Chaz repeatedly told 
teachers and administrators 
about the insults and physical 
attacks, he didn’t report being 
sexually assaulted until a year 
later, launching a long legal 
fight over whether his school 
had done enough to protect 
him.

Chaz’s saga is more than 
a tale of  escalating bullying. 
Across the U.S., thousands of  
students have been sexually 
assaulted, by other students, in 

high schools, junior highs and 
even elementary schools — a 
hidden horror educators have 
long been warned not to ignore.

Relying on state education 
records, supplemented by fed-
eral crime data, a yearlong 
investigation by the Associat-
ed Press uncovered roughly 
17,000 official reports of  sex as-
saults by students over a four-
year period, from fall 2011 to 
spring 2015.

That figure represents the 
most complete tally yet of  sexu-
al assault among the nation’s 50 
million students in grades K-12. 

But it also does not fully capture 
the problem: Such attacks are 
greatly under-reported, some 
states don’t track them and 
those that do vary widely in how 
they classify and catalog sexual 
violence.

And with school reputations 
and funding at stake, there is 
tremendous pressure to hide 
such violence. 

Even under varying state 
laws, acknowledging an inci-
dent can trigger liabilities and 
requirements to act.

Democrats believe they have 
set the stage to block President 
Donald Trump’s legislative 
priorities for years to come by 
winning major concessions in a 
spending bill to keep the govern-
ment open.

House Minority Leader Nan-

cy Pelosi, D-California, and 
Senate Minority Leader Charles 
Schumer, D-New York, secured 
nearly $5 billion in new domestic 
spending by exploiting disagree-
ments between Trump and GOP 
lawmakers over spending prior-
ities.

Democrats’ lopsided victory 
on the five-month deal, which is 
likely to be approved this week, 
means it will be difficult  for the 
GOP to exert its will in future 
budget negotiations, including 
when it comes to Trump’s 2018 
budget blueprint.

That’s because Republicans 

are divided over how much 
to spend on government pro-
grams, with a small but vocal 
minority unwilling to support 
such measures at all. That has 
forced Republicans to work with 
Democrats to avoid politically 
damaging government shut-
downs.

And that means Democrats 
are in the driver’s seat when it 
comes to budget battles, even 
with Trump in the White House.

“I think we had a strategy 
and it worked,” Schumer said 

Wide division among 
Republicans puts power 
in hands of minority
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Whitaker began career 
with county agency 
as lifeguard in 1995
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Whitaker

Senate  
Minority 
Leader Charles 
Schumer of 
New York, 
left, and Sen. 
Patrick Leahy, 
D-Vermont, 
vice chairman 
of the Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee, 
meet with 
reporters 
Monday in 
Washington.
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Nationwide records 
show most victims were 
between ages 10 and 14 

Cooperation restricted

IMMIGRATION » County jail will release info on undocumented 
inmates to federal agents only in serious or violent felony cases

In a compromise with a watchdog official 
who had criticized his policies, Sonoma 
County Sheriff Steve Freitas imposed 

new restrictions Monday on cooperation 
between local jail officials and federal im-
migration agents.

The jail will no longer cooperate with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement of-
ficials in cases where undocumented immi-
grants are suspected of  committing minor 
offenses, such as driving without a license.

However, the jail will continue to provide 
ICE with information about undocument-

ed immigrants who are convicted of  seri-
ous or violent felonies, as well as a number 
of  other crimes listed in the 2013 Trust Act. 
That law, supported by immigrant rights 
groups, blocks county jails from holding in-
mates for immigration officials when they 
would otherwise be allowed to go free.

“We are trying to come to some type of  
mutual understanding and we are agreeing 
to go by the Trust Act,” said Sgt. Spencer 
Crum, a spokesman for the Sheriff’s Office.

The announcement comes one month af-

ter the county’s independent law enforce-
ment auditor urged Freitas to limit federal 
immigration agents’ access to information 
about undocumented inmates at the jail.

“He has responded to the community 
and he is changing his policies and I think 
that is significant,” said Jerry Threet, di-
rector of  the Independent Office of  Law 
Enforcement Review and Outreach.

A 13-page report issued by Threet in 
March criticized the jail’s policy of  com-
plying with any request from federal im-
migration officials to be alerted before an 
inmate is released — including cases when 
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Terry Winter, left, Vicki Smith, Liz Finn, second from right, and Marty Bennett sweep away ice Monday at the Sonoma County Adult Detention 
Facility in Santa Rosa to protest the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office sharing of information on undocumented inmates with the Department of 
Homeland Security Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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Thousands in US and worldwide march for workers, 
immigration in annual May Day celebrations / A10


