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Faster 
housing  
approval 
OK’d

Santa Rosa streamlined its 
approval process for housing 
projects Tuesday in its latest ef-
fort to tackle the city’s post-fire 
housing crisis. But the move 
came over the objections of  
some council members and in-
terest groups who felt less reg-
ulation could have unintended 
consequences. 

The City Council approved 
measures meant to make it fast-
er and cheaper for a wide vari-
ety of  housing projects to win 
approval by limiting review by 
the city’s seven-member Design 
Review Board. 

Since November, properties 
within areas that burned during 
the October wildfires have en-
joyed expedited permit review 
and other measures meant to 
smooth the rebuilding effort, 
and city planners came up with 
ways to expand similar mea-
sures to other parts of  the city. 

As the proposal was getting 
mired in late-night amend-
ments, Councilman Tom 
Schwedhelm urged his col-
leagues to be bold and support 
the measures and trust that city 
staff would manage the stream-
lined process responsibly. 

“If  we don’t take some risks 
we’re never going to change our 
status here,” Schwedhelm said. 
“Yes it’s outside of  the burn 
area. It’s for the whole city be-
cause the whole city needs more 
housing.”

But he couldn’t muster a 
unanimous vote, as Council-
woman Julie Combs and Vice 

Council votes to expedite  
measures to lower costs 
with building efforts
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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A docent-led tour group passes by the Colonel Armstrong tree, an old-growth redwood in the Armstrong Redwoods State Natural Reserve, on 
Tuesday in Guerneville. Old-growth redwood trees comprise 7 percent of the 1.6 million acres of coast redwoods on the California-Oregon coast.

Rescuing redwoods
OLD GROWTH SCARCE » Giant ancient trees make up just 7% of groves, 
which face threats from development, wildfires, according to new study

Millions of  people venture into 
California’s redwood forests to tilt 
their heads and behold the giants 

that stand taller than a football field set on 
end, can live for more than 2,500 years and 
form the backbones of  coastal woodlands 
from Big Sur to southern Oregon.

At Armstrong Redwoods State Natural 
Reserve near Guerneville, the 308-foot 
Colonel Armstrong tree stands so tall that 
earthbound admirers can’t see the behe-
moth’s uppermost 100 feet.

But it and the other old-growth red-
woods of  equal majesty are essentially 

relics, comprising a mere 7 percent of  the 
1.6 million acres of  the coastal redwoods, 
a species that flourished throughout the 
Northern Hemisphere during the age of  
dinosaurs and is now found nowhere else 
on Earth but the California-Oregon coast.

Just over 90 percent of  the redwood for-
ests are relatively slender second-growth 
trees that sprouted within the last 20 to 
100 years and, unlike their massive elders, 
face a perilous future of  more frequent 
and intense wildfires brought on by cli-
mate change.

“That was jaw-dropping to us,” said Em-
ily Burns, director of  science for Save the 
Redwoods League, a San Francisco-based 
nonprofit that has worked to protect and 

restore redwoods since 1918. “We saw 
there wasn’t much old growth left.”

Burns is a co-author of  the league’s 
52-page study, “State of  Redwoods Con-
servation Report,” assessing the health of  
redwoods after a two-century onslaught 
from commercial logging, development, 
road building and agriculture, as well as 
fire suppression.

The remnants of  old-growth forest, 
found mostly in Humboldt and Del Norte 
counties, “remain as islands of  isolated 
forests surrounded by degraded and 
fragmented landscapes” of  second-growth 
forests germinated in the wake of  

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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California leads emissions suit

SACRAMENTO — An angry 
Gov. Jerry Brown on Tuesday 
announced a lawsuit by Califor-
nia and 16 other states against 
the Trump administration to 
stop it from rolling back aggres-

sive national fuel economy stan-
dards championed by the state.

In stinging comments at the 
Capitol, Brown said actions of  
the Trump administration were 
“so outrageous,” adding “Trump 
is definitely running a one-man 
demolition derby on science, the 
Clean Air Act and a lot of  things 
we are trying to do.”

Brown called Environmental 
Protection Agency chief  Scott 
Pruitt “Outlaw Pruitt,” and 
accused him of  “breaking the 
law.”

“He’s flouting the Clean Air 
Act and the legitimate needs 
and well-being of  the American 
people,” the governor said.

The California-led lawsuit 
filed in federal court seeks to 
block the EPA’s effort to weaken 
rules requiring cars and SUVs 
to average nearly 55 miles per 
gallon by 2025.

The rules are crucial to Cali-
fornia and other states meeting 
their climate action goals, as 

17 states fight EPA on 
changes, say regulations 
key to meeting goals
By PATRICK MCGREEVY 
AND EVAN HALPER
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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State Attorney 
General Xavier 
Becerra, center, 
discusses 
a lawsuit 
Tuesday filed 
over the White 
House’s plans 
to scrap vehicle 
emission  
standards.

A symbolic battle at the border

MEXICO CITY — For weeks, Pres-
ident Donald Trump has expressed 
alarm about a caravan of  Central 
American migrants heading for the 
United States and vowed to keep them 

out. But on Tuesday, U.S. officials al-
lowed small groups of  the asylum 
seekers across the border, bowing to 
U.S. and international law regarding 
such cases.

By Tuesday evening, 25 of  the 150 
migrants had been escorted to San 
Diego to begin the process of  applying 
for asylum. Their arrival appeared to 
be a blow to Trump’s efforts to block 
the caravan — a campaign that has in-
volved calling out the National Guard, 
threatening Mexico if  it did not stop 
the migrants and warning that the 

participants, mostly women and chil-
dren, represented a threat to national 
security.

In the end, though, it was not clear 
that the episode would be a setback for 
a president who turns his frustration 
into punctuation in his fight against 
illegal immigration.

The president has used the mi-
grants’ journey to repeatedly project 
a show of  force, announcing that he 
would deploy National Guard troops 
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A girl who traveled with the caravan of Central 
American migrants huddles under a tarp outside the El 
Chaparral port of entry building in Tijuana on Tuesday.

US immigration officials 
begin processing first 25 
of caravan’s asylum-seekers
By MAYA AVERBUCH 
AND KEVIN SIEFF
WASHINGTON POST
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