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LIMITING TESTOSTERONE 
LEVELS: Highest court in 
sports world rules Olympic  
champ, female runners must 
cut hormone to compete / C1

INSIDE

ACTIVISTS SUE OVER RECORDS RELEASE »  
Group claims Sonoma County has not 
fully complied with new state law.  A3

WINDSOR HIGH COMES OUT SWINGING »  
Jaguars easily hold off Piner Prospectors 
to win NBL-Redwood baseball title.  C1

ACTIVISTS RALLY 
FOR WORKERS »  
Labor, immigrant 
advocates take to 
streets in SR in 
support of rights 
on May Day.   A3
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FACING EVICTION: Mabel Barnfield, who is 101 and has dementia, found a room at the Novato Healthcare Center after being forced to leave a care facility in Santa Rosa.

Struggle to stay housed

Medi-Cal recipients find 
skilled nursing homes 
out of reach in county

Mabel Barnfield, like most people, 
probably never thought she’d live 
to be 101, and she clearly did not 

expect to be paying nearly $7,000 a month to 
be living in a senior residential care facility.

The expense drained her of  all the mon-
ey she had after selling her modest home 
in Santa Rosa’s Holland Heights neighbor-
hood in 2013. By November of  last year, all 
Barnfield could afford to give Brookdale 
Fountaingrove, the assisted living facility, 
was her monthly Social Security check of  
about $1,300 — it wasn’t enough.

“How do you plan for that? It’s an awful 
lot of  money every month,” said Barn-
field’s younger sister, Betty James, 90, of  

Santa Rosa.
On April 18, Barnfield, who suffers from 

dementia, was wheeled into Sonoma Coun-
ty eviction court on Cleveland Avenue. 
With her bank account drained, the for-
mer real estate agent was now receiving 

Medi-Cal, the state’s version of  Medicaid 
health insurance, which the private-pay 
Brookdale did not accept.

Barnfield’s close friends started calling 

Trump moves to wipe out Affordable Care Act 

The Trump administration formally de-
clared its opposition to the entire Affordable 
Care Act on Wednesday, arguing in a fed-
eral appeals court filing that the signature 
Obama-era legislation was unconstitutional 
and should be struck down.

Such a decision could end health insurance 
for some 21 million Americans and affect 
many millions more who benefit from 

the law’s protections for people with pre-
existing medical conditions and required 
coverage for pregnancy, prescription drugs 
and mental health.

In filing the brief, the administration 
abandoned an earlier position — that some 
portions of  the law, including the provision 
allowing states to expand their Medicaid 
programs, should stand. The switch, which 
the administration disclosed in late March, 
has confounded many people in Washing-
ton, even within the Republican Party, who 

came to realize that health insurance and 
a commitment to protecting the ACA were 
among the main issues that propelled Dem-
ocrats to a majority in the House of  Repre-
sentatives last fall.

The filing was made in a case challenging 
the law brought by Ken Paxton, the attorney 
general of  Texas, and officials in 17 other 
Republican-led states. In December, a 
federal judge from the Northern District of  

A HELPING 
HAND: Mabel 
Barnfield, right, 
who receives 
assistance from 
Medi-Cal, gets 
help with sorting 
through her shoes 
from her sister, 
Betty James, 
center, and friend 
Marianne Dolan 
on April 24 at  
the Novato 
Healthcare Center. 
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“I was telling them she needed a Medi-Cal bed. They would say ‘we’re no longer 
accepting long-term beds,’ ‘we just filled our last bed’ or ‘we’re completely full’ ...  ”
MARIANNE DOLAN, friend of 101-year-old Mabel Barnfield who has been helping her through the eviction process

Square 
project 
stalls on 
site sale

A 2-acre property owned by 
Rohnert Park that houses the 
city’s storage and maintenance 
yard has become a sticking point 
delaying construction of  the 
long-desired downtown square 
— and could possibly upend the 
$400 million project altogether.

Laulima Development, which 
owns the adjacent 32-acre for-
mer State Farm Insurance site 
set for the grand city center 
called Station Avenue, accuses 
the city of  reneging on a piece 
of  the development agreement 
struck with the City Council in 
November. As part of  the deal, 
the San Francisco company 
claims the city agreed to sell the 
maintenance yard for $1 million.

Believing it had an under-
standing with the city, Lauli-
ma began demolishing the 
320,000-square-foot facility this 
past winter, managing partner 
David Bouquillon said. That 
process wrapped up in the 
spring, but Bouquillon said he 
won’t sink any more money into 
building the mixed-use project 
decades in the making until he 
receives a guarantee on the city-
owned property needed for a 
commercial parking lot.

“We’ve spent $20 million in 
good faith including purchase 
of  the property, and also reim-
bursed the city for staff time of  
over $1.5 million, and now they 
need to perform,” said Bouquil-
lon. “It’s a clean and buildable 
site. It’s in the city’s court, and 
they’ve been put on notice that 
we’re on hold.”

The details of  the agreement, 
however, state only that the city 
will sell a sixth of  an acre of  the 
property, where Rohnert Park’s 

ROHNERT PARK »  
Developer claims city  
reneging on 2-acre parcel
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Barr defends handling of report

WASHINGTON — Attorney 
General William Barr defend-
ed himself  Wednesday against 
withering criticism of  his han-
dling of  the special counsel 
investigation as Democrats 

accused him of  deceiving Con-
gress and acting as a person-
al agent for President Donald 
Trump rather than a steward of  
justice.

At a contentious hearing 
marked by a deep partisan di-
vide, Barr denied misrepresent-
ing the investigation’s conclu-
sions despite a newly revealed 
letter by special counsel Robert 
Mueller protesting the initial 
summary of  its findings. Barr 
dismissed the letter as “a bit 

snitty” and the controversy over 
it as “mind-bendingly bizarre.”

But in a series of  aggressive 
interrogations, Democrats on 
the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee expressed indignation and 
asserted that the attorney gen-
eral had been “purposely mis-
leading,” engaged in “masterful 
hairsplitting” and even “lied to 
Congress.” Several Democrats 
on the committee, elsewhere in 

Senators say attorney 
general not independent, 
acted on Trump’s behalf
By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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INSIDE
Testy letters, tense 
phone call show 
emerging battle 
for Barr, Mueller 
over report / A9

Attorney 
General William 
Barr testifies 
Wednesday 
during a Senate 
hearing in 
Washington.


