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GUILTY PLEA IN MARIN TRAIL KILLING: 
One of the transients accused of killing 
a Middletown yoga teacher pleads guilty. / A6
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A JERK OR NOT? » Depends on 
who you ask about Warriors’ 
Bogut, Lowell Cohn says.  B1

ESTATE HITS MARKET » On nearly  
8,000 acres, Santa Angelina 
Ranch priced at cool $39M.  A8

CARETAKERS OF HISTORY » Kin 
of Healdsburg vet who died in 
WWII meet grave adopters.  A3

North Coast helps 
propel statewide boom

TOURISM GROWTH
California’s tourism sector saw its 
sixth consecutive year of growth, 
propelled by visitors to the North 
Coast, according to preliminary 
2015 estimates issued by the state 
Travel and Tourism Commission.

Tourist spending

$122.5B
State

$33B
Bay Area

$1.82B
Sonoma 
County

$1.27B
Napa County

$375M 
Mendocino 
County

$165M
Lake County

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TOURIST DESTINATION: Yasutaka Yoshikawa, visiting from Japan, holds his 11-month-old daughter, Sora, as he looks at a Peanuts display Monday at the Charles M. 
Schulz Museum in Santa Rosa. The museum lured in more than 80,000 visitors, including a large influx of Japanese tourists, in 2015.

A surge of  visitors to the North Coast and 
other popular California attractions 
helped propel the state’s tourism industry 

to its sixth consecutive year of  growth, accord-
ing to a report released on Monday. 

California’s tourism sector generated 
$122.5 billion in direct travel costs last year, an 
increase of  3.4 percent from 2014, according to 
preliminary estimates issued by the state Travel 
and Tourism Commission, also known more 
informally as Visit California. 

“It (tourism) really represents one of  the 
strongest engines for the economy overall,” said 
Caroline Beteta, president and chief  executive 
officer for Visit California. 

Annual tourism spending roughly equals the 
size of  the state budget proposed by Gov. Jerry 
Brown for the upcoming fiscal year, she noted. 
The Bay Area was the largest region for tourism 
in the state, generating $33 billion in traveler 
spending. Sonoma County, which was part of  
that nine-county area, reported $1.82 billion 
in tourism spending last year, an increase of  
2.3 percent from the previous year.

“Tourism is an important economic driver for 
Sonoma County,” said Ken Fischang, president 
and chief  executive officer of  Sonoma County 
Tourism, in a statement.

Napa County, however, experienced the biggest 
growth in the Bay Area, posting an 8.9 percent in-
crease in tourism spending last year to $1.27 billion.

In a conference call with reporters, Beteta 
called wine tourism a “critically important pillar” 
to the state’s tourism industry because it is ac-
companied by dining and hotel/resort spending.

Along the North Coast, Mendocino County 
saw a 3.4 percent increase in traveler spending 
last year to $375 million. Lake County saw a 
2.9 percent increase to $165 million.

The increase in crowds can be seen locally at 
the Charles M. Schulz Museum and Research 
Center in Santa Rosa. Last year, the museum re-
ceived 83,100 visitors; it projects to see 93,000 this 
year, said Karen Johnson, museum director.

The museum is benefiting from special events 
that lure in visitors beyond the “Peanuts” faith-
ful, such as its “Mr. Schulz Goes to Washington” 
exhibit that just opened. That exhibition has dis-
plays of  original presidential-themed “Peanuts” 

Study: ‘Sudden oak death’ here to stay

Over the past two decades, Cal-
ifornia and the federal govern-
ment have faced harsh criticism 
for failing to take stronger ac-
tions to stop a highly contagious 
disease that has killed millions of  
trees along coastal regions from 
Big Sur to portions of Oregon.

Now, a new computer model-
ing study suggests that the “sud-
den oak death” epidemic, which 
emerged in 1995, has grown too 
big and is spreading too fast to 

eradicate statewide.
The analysis is the first to in-

tegrate knowledge of  the patho-
gen with topography, weather 
and resources like government 
budgets to predict the likely ef-
fects of  various management 
strategies over such a large 
area — in this case, California’s 
163,707 square miles of  land.

The results are somewhat 
hopeful: Because the epidem-
ic’s growth rate increases with 
its size, focusing on restoring 
and treating small, local forests 
is now the most practical and 
cost-effective option for man-
aging the destructive fungus, 
Phtophthora ramorum.
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Sawyer Christian Echevarria, left, of the California Conservation Corp. 
clears oak trees killed by sudden oak death in Glen Ellen. A new analysis 
has found it’s now impossible to get rid of the disease in the state.
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Wine, beer industries create ripple effect as more visitors descend
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Donald Trump

Trump’s 
foes fear 
Indiana 
setback 

The coalition of  Republicans 
opposed to Donald  Trump’s 
candidacy braced Monday for 
a debilitating setback, as he 
appeared poised for a victory 
in Indiana that would put him 
on track to seal the Republican 
nomination by the time primary 
voting ends next month.

The Indiana vote has emerged 
as a decisive and perhaps final 
test for Sen. Ted Cruz, who has 
abandoned hope of  overtaking 
Trump in the race but still aims 
to throw the Republican nomi-
nating fight to a contested con-
vention in July. Cruz, of  Texas, 
has pleaded with Indiana vot-
ers in recent days not to anoint 
Trump as the party’s stan-
dard-bearer, and has devised a 
series of  long-shot tactics to de-
rail him in the state.

On Monday, that mission of  
persuasion took on a vividly 
literal form for Cruz during a 
campaign stop in Marion, Ind. 
Confronted there by determined 
hecklers bearing Trump cam-
paign signs, Cruz insisted to one 
that he was making a mistake.

“Donald Trump is deceiving 
you,” he said. “He is playing you 
for a chump.”

Polls now show that Trump 
has a clear advantage in Indiana, 
where 57 delegates are at stake. 
A survey conducted by Marist 

RP man killed 
in Vegas crash 
expecting baby

A Rohnert Park man was one 
of  two people killed Saturday 
when a stunt plane crashed out-
side of  Las Vegas. 

Steve Peterson, 32, was the 
passenger in a single-engine Ex-
tra EA300 aircraft operated by a 
Nevada compa-
ny called Sky 
Combat Ace. 
The company 
specializes in 
taking tourists 
on acrobatic 
stunt flights.

In a state-
ment provided 
to The Press 
Democrat late 
Monday, Peterson’s family said 
their “hearts are broken at the 
news of  this tragic loss.” Peter-
son’s wife, Leah, is pregnant 
with their first child.

“Steve’s spirit brought so 
much love, joy, laughter, and 
happiness to all those he en-
countered,” the statement said. 
“Steve was a genuine friend, lov-

State’s primary may be 
decisive blow to Cruz, 
seal GOP nomination
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Analysis finds disease’s 
rapid expansion in West 
calls for restoration tactic
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