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BODEGA BAY » HOUSING UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Long-stalled project
begins with scrutiny

Surgeon
facing
24 fraud
charges
SR orthopedist accused
of taking kickbacks in
state insurance scheme
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A prominent Santa Rosa
orthopedic surgeon is facing
charges of accepting more than
$300,000 in illegal kickbacks and
fraudulent billings in an alleged
workers’ compensation insurance scam involving nearly two
dozen doctors and pharmacists
across the state.
Dr. Eric S. Schmidt, 63, pleaded not guilty to 24 felony offenses
last week in a Santa Ana courtroom, where the case was filed
by the state Department of Insurance and the Orange County
District Attorney’s Office.
Neither Schmidt nor his lawyer, Irvine attorney Kay Anderle, returned telephone calls
seeking comment Tuesday.
Prosecutors allege Schmidt
participated in a $40 million insurance scheme orchestrated by a
Beverly Hills couple, Christopher
King and Tanya Moreland King.
The couple is accused of paying
doctors and pharmacists to prescribe unnecessary treatment
and tests for patients seeking help
for injuries suffered at work.
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Workers place rebar for cement foundations for 70 new homes Tuesday in the Harbor View subdivision, which is under construction in Bodega
Bay. Initially proposed in the 1980s on a larger scale, the project had been stalled over environmental constraints and several legal challenges.

Revived subdivision with 70 homes will be
town’s biggest development in 30 years
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

he last of the concrete foundations are being laid for a
long-stalled subdivision of 70
new homes in Bodega Bay, reviving
a project that marks the first major
contribution to the area’s housing
inventory in several decades while
reigniting concerns among some
residents about the effect on traffic,
water supply and wetlands.
The Harbor View housing development, on a windswept hill overlooking Bodega Bay, is slated for

full-scale construction beginning
later this year, according to landowner Rich Battaglia, a Newport
Beach-based theme park developer
with multiple residential holdings
statewide.
Initially proposed in the 1980s at
a larger scale and approved at its
current size in 1994 by the Board of
Supervisors, the project had been
held up by environmental constraints, several legal challenges
and the moribund housing market
after the 2008 crash.
Full build-out of the subdivision
should take about two years, Batt-

aglia said, depending on the rate at
which the completed homes sell.
The 25-acre property is just north
of the Inn at the Tides, across Highway 1 from the distinctive pink-andwhite-striped building that houses
Patrick’s Salt Water Taffy.
The single-family homes
will range in size from 1,270 to
2,260 square feet. Most will be
single-story with heights of 16 feet,
though about a dozen along the
eastern edge will be two stories.
“We’re building exactly what
was approved,” Battaglia said.
It has been about 35 years since
development of the last big subdivision, the 725-unit Bodega Harbour
project on the south end of town.
Though far smaller, Harbor View

BODEGA BAY
SUBDIVISION
Full-scale construction for the Harbor
View housing
development is
scheduled to begin
later this year.
Size: 70 houses on
25 acres
Location: North
of the Inn at the
Tides, across from
Highway 1
Housing: Singlestory homes ranging from 1,270 to
2,260 square feet
as well as about a
dozen two-story
houses
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No charges for Baton Rouge police
WASHINGTON POST

Jeff
Sessions

INSIDE
Texas police chief
fires officer who
shot at moving
vehicle and
killed black teen
in front seat / B1

Benefield
Business
Classified

C1
B8
D8

The Justice Department has decided not to bring charges against the
officers involved in the death of Alton
Sterling, whose videotaped shooting
by police in Baton Rouge last summer prompted unrest across the city,
and is planning to reveal in the next
24 hours that it has closed the probe,
according to four people familiar with
the matter.
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ALI FARTASH, general manager for developer behind the 70-unit subdivision under construction in Bodega Bay

By MATT ZAPOTOSKY
AND WESLEY LOWERY

By DEREK MOORE

case, and officials in Baton Rouge have
been girding for a possible reaction
there.
Sterling’s death last summer
sparked tense protests across the city.
President Barack Obama weighed
in on the matter then, declaring his
confidence in the Justice Department
probe and remarking, “We have seen
tragedies like this too many times.”
The shooting came the day before
a police officer in Minnesota gunned
down school cafeteria manager Philando Castile during a traffic stop that
was broadcast on Facebook, and in
the same week that a black man upset
by police and out to kill white people
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As of Tuesday afternoon, the Sterling family had yet to be informed by
the Justice Department of the decision, and it is unclear how and when
the department will announce its
findings.
“We have not heard nor received
an update and are unaware of any
charges that may or may not be filed,”
said Ryan Julison, a spokesman for
the Sterling family’s attorneys. “We
have not received word, nor has the
family been given any notice of upcoming updates regarding this case.”
The case will be the first time under
Attorney General Jeff Sessions that
the department has publicly declined
to prosecute officers investigated for
possible wrongdoing in a high-profile

County
library
director
to resign
Brett Lear, who earned wide
praise for steering the Sonoma
County Library out of turmoil
and to the cusp of new operational stability, stunned colleagues
by announcing
without warning
Monday
that he is stepping down from
the director’s
post he has held
for three years.
Lear’s
notice came on
Brett
the same day
Lear
the library was
Exiting director
celebrating
spearheaded the
the reopening
voter-approved
of
branches
tax hike for
on Mondays, a
county libraries.
change made
possible by a voter-approved tax
increase passed last year.
Lear spearheaded that campaign, which provided funding
for the expansion of library
hours, as well as a permanent
branch in Roseland, the hiring
of dozens of new employees and
a range of expanded services
and programs.
He enjoyed a healthy amount
of public adulation for the library’s growth during his tenure. But inside the institution,
there have been grumblings

“Because of the history of the project, the county is watching us pretty close
to make sure everything is per code, everything is per plan.”

Department of Justice’s
treatment of Sterling’s fatal
shooting roils community

SANTA ROSA

GUERNEVILLE HOMELESS CENTER: After major
pushback, county abandons efforts for shelter
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