
Officials seek dog that mauled Point Reyes seal

Authorities at Point Reyes National Sea-
shore are investigating the death of  a feder-
ally protected fur seal pup that was fatally 
mauled by an off-leash dog last week.

Officials don’t have a lot to go on but know 
the April 22 incident occurred at North 
Beach and involved a mid-sized, black-
and-white, long-haired dog accompanied 
by a woman who walks with a cane, park 

spokeswoman Jennifer Stock said. She was 
further described as having dark, wavy, 
shoulder-length hair with some gray in it 
and appeared to be in her 50s, Stock said.

The couple who saw the incident even-
tually repelled the dog by kicking sand at 
it, even though they were afraid they, too, 
might be bitten, Stock said. They had no 
contact with the pet’s owner, and it’s not 
clear how close they got to her. 

The couple called the Sausalito-based Ma-
rine Mammal Center for help that morning, 

but the 13-pound Guadalupe fur seal pup, 
one of  an estimated 30,000 left in the world, 
died of  its wounds on the beach, officials 
said. Seashore staff were alerted early that 
afternoon, and the woman and her dog had 
left, Stock said.

“It was on a beach that shouldn’t have 
any dogs,” said Shawn Johnson, director 
of  veterinary science for the world’s largest 
marine mammal rehabilitation hospital. “It 
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Extreme 
voices 
banned 
on apps

SAN FRANCISCO — After 
years of  wavering about how to 
handle the extreme voices pop-
ulating its platform, Facebook 
on Thursday evicted seven of  
its most controversial users 
— many of  whom are conser-
vatives — immediately inflam-
ing the debate 
about the pow-
er and account-
ability of  large 
t e c h n o l o g y 
companies.

The social 
network said 
it had barred 
Alex Jones, 
the conspiracy 
theorist and 
founder of  In-
fowars, from its 
platform, along 
with a handful 
of  other ex-
tremists. Lou-
is Farrakhan, 
the outspoken 
black nation-
alist minister 
who has fre-
quently been 
criticized for 
his anti-Semitic 
remarks, was 
also banned. 
The Menlo 
Park company 
said these us-
ers were dis-
allowed from 
using Facebook 
and Instagram 
under its pol-
icies against 
“dangerous in-
dividuals and 
organizations.”

“We’ve al-
ways banned 
individuals or 
organizations that promote or 
engage in violence and hate, 
regardless of  ideology,” a Face-
book spokeswoman said in a 
statement. “The process for 
evaluating potential violators is 
extensive and it is what led us to 
our decision to remove these ac-
counts today.”

Facebook’s move is one of  
the tech industry’s broadest 
actions to punish high-profile 
extremists at a time when 

Jones, Farrakhan 
and Yiannopoulos 
are among the 
most controversial 
users who have 
been banned 
from Facebook 
and Instagram.

FACEBOOK SCRUTINY » 
7 booted from platforms 
over hateful content
By MIKE ISAAC  
AND KEVIN ROOSE
NEW YORK TIMES
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Pelosi accuses Barr of crime 

WASHINGTON — House Democrats’ 
feud with Attorney General William 
Barr boiled over Thursday, as Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi accused the nation’s top law 
enforcement officer of  lying to Congress 
and the Judiciary Committee threatened 
to hold him in contempt if  he did not 
promptly hand over a complete version 
of  Robert Mueller’s report.

The escalation between the legislative 

and executive branches of  government, 
a day after Barr mounted an aggressive 
self-defense in the Senate, was as abrupt 
and emotionally charged as any in decades.

The Justice Department had ignored a 
Wednesday deadline to provide an unre-
dacted version of  the report by the spe-
cial counsel and the investigative materi-
als used to compile it. Then, on Thursday 
morning, Barr failed to appear at a House 
hearing on Mueller’s investigation of  
Russian election interference, and pos-
sible obstruction of  justice by President 
Donald Trump because of  a dispute over 
who would be allowed to question the at-
torney general.

HEARING NO-SHOW » House 
weighs next move as AG fails 
to yield entire Mueller report
By NICHOLAS FANDOS
NEW YORK TIMES
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FBI sent an agent 
posing as an 
assistant to meet 
with an adviser 
of Donald Trump 
in 2016 / A9
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The witness 
chair reserved 
for Attorney 
General Wil-
liam Barr at a 
House Judiciary 
Committee 
sits empty  
Thursday in 
Washington.
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A two-story rental house along Highway 1 in Bodega Bay has remained unrepaired since Oct. 14, when a Sheriff’s Office vehicle crashed into it and 
ignited a fire during a high-speed chase. Demolition remains on hold while the owners work through their claim against Sonoma County.

Frustration over ‘eyesore’
BODEGA BAY » Charred 2-story house threatening to collapse at coast 
has residents on edge amid legal battle between owners, Sonoma County

The charred wreckage of  a Bodega Bay 
vacation rental home slumps at the edge 
of  Highway 1, as if  threatening to slide 

down the steep embankment into the bay at any 
moment. 

The home appears untouched, as if  it recent-
ly burned. Strips of  caution tape and random, 
intact items — life vests, a kayak paddle, a hair 
dryer — lie amid a jumble of  blackened wood 
and debris awaiting some kind of  action.

It has been more than six month since flames 
destroyed the two-story rental after a Sonoma 
County sheriff’s deputy crashed into it during 
a high-speed pursuit, badly injuring him and 

leaving the 1930s structure in ruin.
It’s likely to be months before much changes 

at the site, part of  an environmentally sensitive, 
highly regulated coastline where the kind of  
demolition and reconstruction that’s required 
will involve special permitting from the Califor-
nia Coastal Commission, officials said.

That’s a grim prospect for residents already 
frustrated by inaction in the six months that’s 
elapsed since the fire. They’re worried about 
burned rubble collapsing bit by bit and leaching 
chemicals into Bodega Bay.

“The house is literally falling down into the 
seabed right there,” said Liz Martin, president 
of  the Bodega Bay Fire Protection District 
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“The house is 
literally falling 
down into the 
seabed right there. 
And at high tide, 
there’s the ocean, 
and it’s going  
into the water.”
LIZ MARTIN, Bodega Bay Fire 
Protection District board president


