‘ONE OF THE LUCKY ONES’ Former meth addict now homeowner, husband, dad Empire

NBA PLAYOFFS

CURRY MVP

STRONG START

Reports: Golden State guard
to be honored this week C1

Warriors take 1-0 series lead;
Game 2 on Tuesday C1

WWW.PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

MONDAY, MAY 4, 2015

SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

Cartoon
contest
ends in
violence

Embattled Santa Rosa Junior College police department weighs
its next move after abrupt exit of another chief, series of controversies

A Force In Flux

2 gunmen killed, guard hurt
outside Texas event calling
for Muhammad depictions
By NOMAAN MERCHANT
and JAMIE STENGLE
A S S O CI AT ED P R ES S

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

Santa Rosa Junior College Police Sgt. Robert Brownlee, shown on campus April 21, is serving as interim chief of the department.
that has ever been mentioned about the
police department has been investigated
thoroughly and ad nauseam.”
Former Police Chief Matt McCaffrey
anta Rosa Junior College is searching
said he left on good terms in March after
for its third police chief in five years,
two and a half years with the school, but
following the abrupt departure of a
“there were things that didn’t change as time
former Sonoma County sheriff’s captain and
changed” in the department, including what
a series of controversies that have dogged
McCaffrey described as meddling by
the department.
college management that preventThe force that serves the 27,000-stued department supervisors from
dent college has struggled to find its
having needed authority to oversee
footing since its longtime founding
operations. He said the people most
police chief retired five years ago.
resistant to change have since left the
Two chiefs have resigned, criticizing
department.
college management on the way
“The department is in better shape
out; an officer was sent to prison for
than it’s ever been. The quality of
embezzling parking fees; a video of
Matt
the staff I’d hold up to any other
drunk cadets surfaced; and a dispute
McCaffrey
department,” McCaffrey said. “I had
involving dispatchers and others in
concerns about how the department
the department played out in public.
is overseen by management in the college,
A college official said the incidents
and I shared concerns from the time I got
involved bad individual decisions and do not
there to the time I left.”
represent the integrity of the entire departThe school is now exploring the possiment. The outgoing chief said the incidents
bility of contracting with an outside police
highlighted the growing pains of a department
agency, such as the City of Santa Rosa, to
that had embraced an informal culture more
oversee its police department. It brought in
akin to other school departments than the
paramilitary structure typical of a police force. veteran Bay Area police chief Joe Palla, a
current councilman in Cloverdale, to study
“The district would like to move on to
the department’s procedures and make a
the things we do right; let’s celebrate our
recommendation on whether to hire a new
accomplishments,” said Doug Roberts, vice
president of business services. “Everything
TURN TO FORCE, PAGE A5

SRJC POLICE

By JULIE JOHNSON
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Leadership shifts: In 2010,
Christopher Wilkinson was
brought in to replace longtime SRJC Police Chief Terry
Stewart when he retired. Six
months later, Wilkinson resigned, citing an “incompatibility of management styles.”
Joe Palla served as interim
chief for 19 months before
Matt McCaffrey took over in
2012. He stepped down in
March. Robert Brownlee, a
sergeant within the department, was named interim
chief while SRJC explores
its next step, including the
possibility of contracting with
an outside police agency.
Department details:
SRJC’s police force, which
has an annual budget of
$3 million, serves about
27,000 students. In 2014,
police made 103 felony arrests and 276 misdemeanor
arrests; they also issued 169
citations. Theft and vandalism are among the most
common crimes.

GARLAND, Texas — Two
gunmen were killed Sunday after opening fire on a security officer outside a provocative contest for cartoon depictions of the
Prophet Muhammad in Texas
and a bomb squad was called in
to search their vehicle as a precaution, authorities said.
The men drove up to the Curtis Culwell Center in the Dallas
suburb of Garland as the contest was scheduled to end and
began shooting at a security
officer, the City of Garland said
in a statement. Garland police
officers returned fire, killing the
men.
“Because of the situation of
what was going on today and the
history of what we’ve been told
has happened at other events
like this, we are considering
their car (is) possibly containing a bomb,” Officer Joe Harn, a
spokesman for the Garland Police Department, said at a news
conference.
Police are not aware of any
ongoing threat and had not received any credible threats before the event, Harn said.
Harn said it was not immediately clear whether the shooting was connected to the event
inside, a contest hosted by the
New York-based American
Freedom Defense Initiative that
would award $10,000 for the best
cartoon depicting the Prophet
Muhammad.
Such drawings are deemed insulting to many followers of Islam and have sparked violence
around the world. According to
mainstream Islamic tradition,
any physical depiction of the
Prophet Muhammad — even a
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Fight against
formaldehyde
regulation
By ERIC LIPTON
and RACHEL ABRAMS
N EW YO R K T I M ES

Nepal bureaucracy blamed for aid bottleneck
Quake relief piles up at
airport, in warehouses amid
red tape; 3 survivors found
By GARDINER HARRIS
NEW YORK TI ME S

KATHMANDU, Nepal — Relief supplies for earthquake
victims have been piling up at
the airport and in warehouses
because of bureaucratic interference by Nepalese authorities who insist that standard
customs inspections and other
procedures be followed, even in
an emergency, Western government and aid organization officials said Sunday.
“The bottleneck was the fact
that the bureaucratic proce-
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dures were just so heavy,” Jamie McGoldrick, the U.N. resident coordinator, said in an
interview. “So many layers of
government and so many departments involved, so many
different line ministries involved. We don’t need goods sitting in Kathmandu warehouses.
We don’t need goods sitting at
the airport. We need them up in
the affected areas.”
The U.S. ambassador to Nepal, Peter Bodde, said he had
spoken to Nepal’s prime minister, Sushil Koirala, about the issue and “he assured me that all
the red tape will be stopped.”
Also Sunday, three survivors
were pulled from rubble in the
Sindhupalchok district, an especially hard-hit and largely rural
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NIRANJAN SHRESTHA / Associated Press

Relief material brought in from China waits Sunday at the Tribhuvan
International Airport in Kathmandu, Nepal. Runway damage forced
Nepalese authorities to close the airport Sunday to large aircraft.

MARYLAND GOVERNOR IN SPOTLIGHT:

O’Malley’s tenure as Baltimore mayor draws
scrutiny in wake of turmoil; curfew lifted / A3

WASHINGTON — A decade
after emergency trailers meant
to shelter Hurricane Katrina
victims instead caused burning eyes, sore throats and other
more serious ailments, the Environmental Protection Agency
is on the verge of regulating the
culprit: formaldehyde, a chemical that can be found in commonplace things like clothes
and furniture.
But an unusual assortment
of players, including furnituremakers, the Chinese government, Republicans from states
with a large base of furniture
manufacturing and even some
Democrats who championed
early regulatory efforts, have
questioned the EPA proposal.
The sustained opposition has
held sway, as the agency is now
preparing to ease key testing
requirements before it releases the landmark federal health
standard.
The EPA’s five-year effort to
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