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Nepal bureaucracy blamed for aid bottleneck

KATHMANDU, Nepal — Re-
lief  supplies for earthquake 
victims have been piling up at 
the airport and in warehouses 
because of  bureaucratic inter-
ference by Nepalese authori-
ties who insist that standard 
customs inspections and other 
procedures be followed, even in 
an emergency, Western govern-
ment and aid organization offi-
cials said Sunday.

“The bottleneck was the fact 
that the bureaucratic proce-

dures were just so heavy,” Ja-
mie McGoldrick, the U.N. res-
ident coordinator, said in an 
interview. “So many layers of  
government and so many de-
partments involved, so many 
different line ministries in-
volved. We don’t need goods sit-
ting in Kathmandu warehouses. 
We don’t need goods sitting at 
the airport. We need them up in 
the affected areas.”

The U.S. ambassador to Ne-
pal, Peter Bodde, said he had 
spoken to Nepal’s prime minis-
ter, Sushil Koirala, about the is-
sue and “he assured me that all 
the red tape will be stopped.”

Also Sunday, three survivors 
were pulled from rubble in the 
Sindhupalchok district, an espe-
cially hard-hit and largely rural 
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Relief material brought in from China waits Sunday at the Tribhuvan 
International Airport in Kathmandu, Nepal. Runway damage forced 
Nepalese authorities to close the airport Sunday to large aircraft.

Quake relief piles up at 
airport, in warehouses amid 
red tape; 3 survivors found

By GARDINER HARRIS
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO NEPAL, PAGE A4

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

Santa Rosa Junior College Police Sgt. Robert Brownlee, shown on campus April 21, is serving as interim chief of the department.

A Force In Flux
Embattled Santa Rosa Junior College police department weighs 
its next move after abrupt exit of another chief, series of controversies

Santa Rosa Junior College is searching 
for its third police chief  in five years, 
following the abrupt departure of  a 

former Sonoma County sheriff’s captain and 
a series of  controversies that have dogged 
the department.

The force that serves the 27,000-stu-
dent college has struggled to find its 
footing since its longtime founding 
police chief  retired five years ago. 
Two chiefs have resigned, criticizing 
college management on the way 
out; an officer was sent to prison for 
embezzling parking fees; a video of  
drunk cadets surfaced; and a dispute 
involving dispatchers and others in 
the department played out in public.

A college official said the incidents 
involved bad individual decisions and do not 
represent the integrity of the entire depart-
ment. The outgoing chief said the incidents 
highlighted the growing pains of a department 
that had embraced an informal culture more 
akin to other school departments than the 
paramilitary structure typical of a police force.

“The district would like to move on to 
the things we do right; let’s celebrate our 
accomplishments,” said Doug Roberts, vice 
president of  business services. “Everything 

that has ever been mentioned about the 
police department has been investigated 
thoroughly and ad nauseam.” 

Former Police Chief  Matt McCaffrey 
said he left on good terms in March after 
two and a half  years with the school, but 
“there were things that didn’t change as time 
changed” in the department, including what 

McCaffrey described as meddling by 
college management that prevent-
ed department supervisors from 
having needed authority to oversee 
operations. He said the people most 
resistant to change have since left the 
department.

“The department is in better shape 
than it’s ever been. The quality of  
the staff I’d hold up to any other 
department,” McCaffrey said. “I had 
concerns about how the department 

is overseen by management in the college, 
and I shared concerns from the time I got 
there to the time I left.”

The school is now exploring the possi-
bility of  contracting with an outside police 
agency, such as the City of  Santa Rosa, to 
oversee its police department. It brought in 
veteran Bay Area police chief  Joe Palla, a 
current councilman in Cloverdale, to study 
the department’s procedures and make a 
recommendation on whether to hire a new 
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SRJC POLICE

Leadership shifts: In 2010, 
Christopher Wilkinson was 
brought in to replace long-
time SRJC Police Chief Terry 
Stewart when he retired.  Six 
months later, Wilkinson re-
signed, citing  an “incompati-
bility of management styles.” 
Joe Palla served as interim 
chief for 19 months before 
Matt McCaffrey took over in 
2012. He stepped down in 
March. Robert Brownlee, a 
sergeant within the depart-
ment, was named interim 
chief while SRJC explores 
its next step, including the 
possibility of contracting with 
an outside police agency.
Department details: 
SRJC’s police force, which  
has an annual budget of  
$3 million, serves about 
27,000 students. In 2014, 
police made 103 felony ar-
rests and 276 misdemeanor 
arrests; they also issued 169 
citations. Theft and vandal-
ism are among the most 
common crimes.
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Cartoon 
contest 
ends in 
violence

GARLAND, Texas — Two 
gunmen were killed Sunday af-
ter opening fire on a security of-
ficer outside a provocative con-
test for cartoon depictions of  the 
Prophet Muhammad in Texas 
and a bomb squad was called in 
to search their vehicle as a pre-
caution, authorities said.

The men drove up to the Cur-
tis Culwell Center in the Dallas 
suburb of  Garland as the con-
test was scheduled to end and 
began shooting at a security 
officer, the City of  Garland said 
in a statement. Garland police 
officers returned fire, killing the 
men.

“Because of  the situation of  
what was going on today and the 
history of  what we’ve been told 
has happened at other events 
like this, we are considering 
their car (is) possibly contain-
ing a bomb,” Officer Joe Harn, a 
spokesman for the Garland Po-
lice Department, said at a news 
conference.

Police are not aware of  any 
ongoing threat and had not re-
ceived any credible threats be-
fore the event, Harn said.

Harn said it was not immedi-
ately clear whether the shoot-
ing was connected to the event 
inside, a contest hosted by the 
New York-based American 
Freedom Defense Initiative that 
would award $10,000 for the best 
cartoon depicting the Prophet 
Muhammad.

Such drawings are deemed in-
sulting to many followers of  Is-
lam and have sparked violence 
around the world. According to 
mainstream Islamic tradition, 
any physical depiction of  the 
Prophet Muhammad — even a 
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2 gunmen killed, guard hurt 
outside Texas event calling 
for Muhammad depictions

Matt 
McCaffrey

Fight against 
formaldehyde

regulation

WASHINGTON — A decade 
after emergency trailers meant 
to shelter Hurricane Katrina 
victims instead caused burn-
ing eyes, sore throats and other 
more serious ailments, the En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
is on the verge of  regulating the 
culprit: formaldehyde, a chem-
ical that can be found in com-
monplace things like clothes 
and furniture.

But an unusual assortment 
of  players, including furniture-
makers, the Chinese govern-
ment, Republicans from states 
with a large base of  furniture 
manufacturing and even some 
Democrats who championed 
early regulatory efforts, have 
questioned the EPA proposal. 
The sustained opposition has 
held sway, as the agency is now 
preparing to ease key testing 
requirements before it releas-
es the landmark federal health 
standard.

The EPA’s five-year effort to 
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