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Health bill approaching vote

FBI director Comey defends Clinton decision

WASHINGTON — FBI Direc-
tor James Comey told Congress 
Wednesday that revealing the 
reopening of  the Hillary Clinton 
email probe just before Election 

Day came down to a painful, 
complicated choice between 
“really bad” and “catastroph-
ic” options. He said he’d felt 
“slightly nauseous” to think he 
might have tipped the election 
outcome but in hindsight would 
change nothing.

“I would make the same deci-
sion,” Comey declared during a 
lengthy hearing in which Dem-
ocratic senators grilled him 
on the seeming inconsistency 
between the Clinton disclosure  
11 days before the election and 
his silence about the bureau’s 
investigation into possible 
contacts between Russia and 
Trump’s campaign.

Comey, offering an impas-

sioned public defense of  how 
he handled the election-year 
issues, insisted that the FBI’s 
actions in both investigations 
were consistent. He told the 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
that the FBI cannot take into 
account how it might benefit or 
harm politicians.

“I can’t consider for a second 

WASHINGTON — House Re-
publican leaders plan to hold a 
showdown vote today on their 
bill to repeal and replace large 
portions of  the Affordable Care 

Act after adding $8 billion to 
the measure to help cover in-
surance costs for people with 
pre-existing conditions.

“We have enough votes,” Rep. 
Kevin McCarthy, R- Bakersfield, 
the House majority leader, said 
Wednesday night. “It’ll pass.”

The amendment, drafted by 

Rep. Fred Upton of  Michigan, 
secured the support of  Upton 
and Rep. Billy Long of  Missouri, 
two key Republican lawmakers 
who had come out against the 
health care legislation earlier 
this week, warning that it did 
not do enough to protect the 
sick.

President Donald Trump 
blessed the proposal at a White 
House meeting with both law-
makers as he pressed hard for 

a vote that could at least en-
sure House approval of  the bill, 
which embodies one of  his key 
campaign promises. That set up 
the likely vote Thursday that 
carries enormous consequenc-
es, for his legislative agenda, 
for Speaker Paul Ryan, who 
has failed twice to bring the bill 
to the House floor — and for a 
U.S. health care system that has 
faced enormous upheaval for 
years, and the patients who rely 

on it.
The measure faces a wall of  

opposition from health care pro-
viders, disease advocates and 
retirees. Should it win House ap-
proval, vast parts of  it could still 
be dismantled by the many Sen-
ate Republicans who are all but 
certain to reject the current pro-
posal. But clearing the House is 
the necessary step to keep alive 
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Banking 
for pot 
business 
hot topic

With a projected revenue 
of  $6.64 billion but little to no 
access to bank accounts, Cali-
fornia’s marijuana industry re-
mains a cash-only economy.

State officials 
are grappling 
with how to 
funnel the in-
dustry’s money 
out of  bags and 
into something 
more secure as 
California ca-
reens toward 
a recreation-
al marijuana 
marketplace next year, when 
cannabis will be available for 
sale to adults without medical 
recommendations.

The obvious route would be a 
bank account, but that’s unlike-
ly to be possible anytime soon, 
Deputy Treasurer Tim Schaefer 
said in an interview this week. 
Shaefer and California State 
Treasurer John Chiang are dis-
cussing banking and its alterna-
tives for the cannabis industry 
at a 9 a.m. public meeting at 
the Glaser Center in downtown 
Santa Rosa. 

“If  you have those kinds of  
bags of  currency rolling around 
the state, you can see why it’s 

State officials to discuss 
solutions at meeting 
scheduled in SR today
By JULIE JOHNSON
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Crews were busy stacking damaged trees and brush on Tuesday to be burned, preparing soil from Boggs State Forest in Lake County to replant fir 
trees destroyed by the Valley fire nearly two years ago. 

Forest revival takes root

312,000 conifer seedlings planted  
to replace trees burned in 2015
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BOGGS MOUNTAIN

At first glance, the dusty 
hillside on the north 
side of  this Lake County 

massif  appears barren except 
for charcoaled stumps, a sprin-
kling of  fire-blackened trees 
and some sprouting brush. 

Closer examination at 
ground level, however, reveals 
recovery is underway across 
nearly 3,500 acres of  state 

forest, almost all of  which was 
torched by the Valley fire on its 
destructive tear two years ago 
through rural neighborhoods 
and communities south of  
Clear Lake.  

The fire killed more than 
80 percent of  the trees here in 
September 2015. 

Across the region, it burned 
76,067 acres, destroyed 1,281 
homes and killed at least four 
people, with a fifth person 
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A Douglas fir, planted in March, is dwarfed by Cal Fire forest manager 
Peter Leuzinger in the Boggs State Forest.


