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Officer’s past casts shadow on cases

Santa Rosa Police Officer Tim 
Gooler pretended to be a police 
officer before he became one. 

That was eight years ago 
when he was a 19-year-old en-
rolled in a police Explorer pro-
gram for teens interested in 
law enforcement. According to 

court documents and 
a police report, Gooler 
created a fake govern-
ment ID using the name 
and badge number of  
real CHP officers to gain 
administrator access to 
a website for aspiring 
police officers like him. 
He said he wanted to 
make the member-only 
website better.

The officer in charge of  the 
site figured out the ID Gool-
er emailed him was fake and 
launched an investigation, the 

files said. Gooler was 
charged in 2012 with 
multiple misdemeanor 
crimes and pleaded no 
contest the next year to 
falsifying a government 
ID, according to court 
filings from the Sonoma 
County District Attor-
ney’s Office. Gooler at-
tended college and got 

his record expunged in 2014. 
The next year he was hired by 
the Santa Rosa Police Depart-
ment and sent to the training 
academy. 

“It was clearly a mistake, and 
I should not have done that,” 
said Gooler, 26, who now drives 
a patrol car on the weekend 
graveyard shift. 

“I owned up to it. It was cer-
tainly a learning experience,” 
he said in an interview this 
week. 

The conviction didn’t bar him 
from becoming a police officer. 
But his actions — feigning to 
be a police officer by creating 
a fake CHP identification card 
— qualify as the type of  con-
duct that the Sonoma County 

District Attorney’s Office now 
says it should have been pro-
viding to defense attorneys in 
the 792 cases identified so far in 
which Gooler may have been a 
prosecution witness.

Prosecutors didn’t realize 
Gooler was the same person 
they tried as a 19-year-old man, 
and Santa Rosa Police Depart-
ment officials didn’t believe 
they could lawfully provide the 
District Attorney’s Office with 
Gooler’s prior record because 

SANTA ROSA » Expunged 
conviction puts police 
testimony under scrutiny
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Nancy Settles was displaced as a result of the fire at the Nueva Vista apartment complex. With her options to find a place to live running out, 
Catholic Charities helped her get a room at a Santa Rosa hotel on Thursday.

Still without homes
SANTA ROSA » One month after fire at Nueva Vista apartments,  
limited resources and red tape leave tenants with few housing options

Despite recent efforts by local groups 
to provide support and temporary 
shelter for the nearly 80 residents 

who were displaced by an April 4 fire at the 
Nueva Vista apartment complex in Santa 
Rosa, many of the renters said they are still 
shuffling between hotels, living out of  cars 
and staying with family and friends.

“I keep all my stuff in the trunk of my 
car,” said Nancy Settles, 51, a displaced 
tenant who lived at Nueva Vista for over  
10 years. “My clothes just stay in a laundry 
basket that I take with me from place to 
place and that’s pretty much all I have.”

Legal Aid of  Sonoma County and the 

California Rural Legal Assistance in Santa 
Rosa are now working with tenants to 
advise them of their rights. But limited re-
sources have hampered the groups from be-
ing able to represent the tenants in a larger 
capacity, said Evan Livingstone, a housing 
and outreach attorney with Legal Aid.

The tenants’ ongoing struggles come a 
month after the fire sparked a back-and-
forth series of  letters involving the affected 
residents, the city, outside legal groups and 
a representative of  the owners.

The dispute centers on who is responsi-
ble for paying for temporary housing, what 
is to become of the personal property left 
on the site and when, if  ever, residents can 
move back in.

Few have been able to find longterm 

living quarters in the tight local housing 
market, and dozens of  tenants have said 
they have felt largely abandoned in their 
search for a new home.

The city has yet to release results 
stemming from an investigation that could 
determine whether the property owners, 
Dennis Lanterman and Tom Levison, 
are responsible to pay for the tenants’ 
relocation. Those costs, which are mainly 
hotel fees, are currently being covered by 
Catholic Charities of  Santa Rosa through 
the city’s rapid rehousing fund.

“Our legal team has been investigating to 
determine if  there was significant contri-
butions (to the fire) caused by the property 
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Jobless 
rate hits 
lowest in 
50 years

The unemployment rate fell to 
its lowest level in half  a century 
last month, capping the longest 
streak of  job creation in modern 
times and dispelling recession 
fears that haunted Wall Street at 
the start of  the year.

The Labor Department re-
ported Friday that employers 
added 263,000 jobs in April, well 
above what analysts had fore-
cast. The unemployment rate 
sank to 3.6%.

Employment has grown for 
more than 100 months in a row, 
and the economy has created 
more than 20 million jobs since 
the Great Recession ended in 
2009. Much of  that upturn oc-
curred before President Donald 
Trump was elected, but the ob-
vious strength of  the economy 
now enables him and fellow 
Republicans to make it their 
central argument in the 2020 
campaign.

For all the signs that the econ-
omy is humming, the current 
expansion doesn’t resemble past 
booms. The scars of  the Great 
Recession run deep, and even 
after 10 years of  growth, the 
kind of  euphoria that marked 
the technology sector in the late 
1990s or the real estate market 
in the 2000s is conspicuously ab-
sent.

The pace of  the current re-
covery has been weaker than 
during periods like the 1990s, 
which is among the reasons 
wage gains were so tepid until 
recently. It even prompted some 
economists to assert that a sub-
dued economy was the new nor-
mal.

But the upside of  slower 

Economy shows strength 
as unemployment level 
falls to 3.6% in April
By NELSON D. SCHWARTZ
NEW YORK TIMES
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Trump talked ‘Russian hoax’ with Putin

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump telephoned President Vladimir 
Putin of  Russia on Friday for what 
both men described as a lengthy, pos-
itive conversation, in which they dis-
missed two years of  investigations into 
Russia’s intervention in the 2016 presi-
dential campaign as a “Russian Hoax” 
and a mountain that “ended up being 
a mouse.”

Speaking to reporters in the Oval Of-

fice after his first exchange with Putin 
since the release of  the report by spe-
cial counsel Robert Mueller, which as-
serted that “the Russian government 
interfered in the 2016 presidential elec-
tion in sweeping and systematic fash-
ion,” Trump said he did not broach 
the threat of  Russian interference in 
future elections with Putin.

Instead, the two leaders pledged to 
embark on a new era of  cooperation on 
issues from North Korea to Venezuela, 
where Trump said the Russian leader 
“is not looking at all to get involved, 

other than he’d like to see something 
positive happen.”

The timing of  the call, two weeks af-
ter the release of  the Mueller report, 
suggested a president eager to lift the 
cloud of  the investigation from his 
dealings with Moscow and return to 
the policy of  warmer relations with 
Russia that he once promised as a 
candidate. But it illustrated yet again 
the deep disconnect between Trump’s 
personal treatment of  Putin and his  ALEX BRANDON / ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump speaks Friday in the Oval 
Office of the White House in Washington. 

By MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A7


