
JON REITER

Jon Reiter of Kenwood was having a cup of tea with friends on Mount Everest when the magnitude-7.8 earthquake struck April 25. 

Witness to tragedy
“I would lean over and whisper, tell them ‘you will make it,’ 

and try to give them hope. All you could do is give them a little peace.”
JON REITER, Kenwood man about experience at Mount Everest

Two Sonoma County men who 
were preparing to scale Mount 
Everest are back home, two 

weeks after a deadly earthquake and 
avalanche abruptly ended their quest 
to reach the world’s highest peak.

Jon Reiter of  Kenwood and Scott 
Holder of  Santa Rosa are friends but 
were preparing to climb Mount Ever-
est separately with different moun-
taineering companies when the April 
25 earthquake sent a massive wall of  
ice, snow and rock hurtling toward 
base camp.

Reiter was having a cup of  tea with 
friends and talking about how boring 
things were. Then, just before noon, 
the magnitude-7.8 earthquake struck.

“All of  a sudden the tent and table 
started shaking,” he recalled Monday.

Then came a “ferocious wind” as 
the avalanche came roaring through 
their camp, cutting a path of  death and 
destruction in the seasonal village of  
about 800 climbers, guides and porters 
spread out at the base of  the mountain.

Reiter, a general contractor making 
his third attempt in as many years at 
summiting Everest, escaped physical 

injury. For the next 36 hours he would 
help tend to the injured and dying 
stuck at the 17,500-foot-high base camp.

“Our job was basically to comfort these 
guys,” he said Monday, three days after 
returning to Kenwood from the deadly 
Nepalese quake that killed more than 
7,000 people, including 19 on Everest.

“This is the biggest story that’s ever 
happened in mountaineering,” Reiter 
said, although he added that  “it pales 
in comparison to what’s going on in 
Kathmandu,” where the casualties 

were much higher from the earth-
quake and aid continues to be slow in 
reaching victims.

Both men eventually flew out of Kath-
mandu last week after staying a couple 
of days in hotels where they had food, 
water and power as opposed to most of  
the residents of the capital, who were 
left without water and electricity.

Holder’s experience was not quite 
as grim as Reiter’s, thanks to a sinus 
infection that forced him off the 
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Jon Reiter, who 
survived this 
year’s quake, 
was also on 
Everest in 2014, 
when 16 Sherpa 
guides died. 
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A judge has dismissed a challenge 
to Sonoma County’s approval of  the 
controversial Paul Hobbs Winery 
vineyard project in Sebastopol, po-
tentially ending a long-running legal 
dispute between the vintner known 
for his luxury wines and communi-
ty activists who contend the 39-acre 

development poses serious environ-
mental problems.

Sonoma County Superior Court 
Judge Gary Nadler on April 29 dis-
missed the claim by the Watertrough 
Children’s Alliance that the county 
erred in approving the vineyard con-
version project. 

The group argued that the coun-
ty should have conducted a review 
under the stringent California En-
vironmental Quality Act, given 
that schoolchildren could be ex-
posed to pesticides from the new 
vineyard.

Instead, the county used its 

15-year-old Vineyard Erosion and 
Soil Control Ordinance for its re-
view.  

The case hinged on the difference 
between two words. The alliance ar-
gued that the project was a “discre-
tionary” conversion under CEQA, 
but Sonoma County and Hobbs ar-
gued that the decision to approve the 
vineyard project was more “minis-
terial” and should be exempt from 
state law.

Nadler agreed with Hobbs and the 
county, ruling that the county’s ac-
tions — including ordering reports, 
choosing a consultant, inspecting 

the work and ordering  changes — 
did not demonstrate the permit ap-
proval was discretionary.

Hobbs spokesman Christopher 
O’Gorman said the ruling is sig-
nificant beyond his winery. Had 
the case been allowed to proceed, 
he said, it could have opened the 
floodgate to lawsuits challenging 
vineyard expansions and con-
versions under CEQA in Sonoma 
County.

“The results of  this suit could have 
been devastating both for farmers 
and the environment. Now we can 

Paul 
Hobbs
Sonoma County 
vintner known 
for his luxury 
wines.

Challenge to vineyard project dismissed
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Ruling potentially ends dispute 
between Paul Hobbs Winery, 

activists over Sebastopol plans

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

Texas gunman 
had been on 
FBI’s radar

GARLAND, Texas — Officials 
in Texas and Arizona stepped 
up their investigation into a 
terrorist “wannabe” who along 
with another man opened fire 
with assault 
rifles and were 
shot dead by a 
hero police offi-
cer before they 
could invade a 
controversial 
Muhammad cartoon contest.

Authorities on Monday did 
not call the shooting a terrorist 
attack but were looking at any 
connection between the assail-
ants and the satirical portray-
als of  the Prophet Muhammad. 
Such cartoons are anathema 
to many Muslims, and some 
radicals have staged similar as-

By RICHARD A. SERRANO 
and JONATHAN KAIMAN

LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Ciena 
to buy 

Cyan for 
$400M

Petaluma networking equip-
ment developer Cyan Inc. an-
nounced an agreement Mon-
day to be acquired by Ciena for 
about $400 million, becoming 
the latest company to make the 
journey from Telecom Valley 
startup to a lucrative acquisi-
tion target.

Mark Floyd, chairman and 
chief  executive officer of  Cyan, 
said the sale made sense as his 
company develops and sells 
software and equipment that 
help telephone companies, data 
centers and private network op-
erators reduce the cost of  mov-
ing data quickly across their 
networks, while Ciena is a top 
provider of  fiber-optic network-
ing equipment. 

“Innovation is core to our 
business, and our innovation 
has always been focused on 
helping customers transform 
their networks. Joining forces 
with Ciena, another clear inno-
vator in the networking space, 
will accelerate this transforma-
tion,” Floyd said in a statement.

Under terms of  the deal,  
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Petaluma telecom 
company’s stock surges 

on news of deal
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