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WINNER DISQUALIFIED :  
Maximum Security loses 
title for interference of 
another horse at annual 
Kentucky Derby. / C1

INSIDE

Changes 
planned 
for rent 
subsidies

Sonoma County housing offi-
cials have unveiled fundamental 
changes to the way low-income 
tenants secure public rent subsi-
dies, proposing to purge the coun-
ty’s immense waiting list in favor 
of  a lottery-based system while 
also dropping a policy that favors 
applicants who live and work in 
the county-governed area.

The changes, which need the 
approval of  the Board of  Super-
visors, are driven by housing offi-
cials’ desire to make the county’s 
voucher system more manage-
able and responsive to applicants 
— and by federal inspectors 
who concluded in 2018 the local- 
preference policy restricted ac-
cess to housing for racial and eth-
nic minorities.

County officials who an-
nounced the plan Thursday ac-
knowledged the current system 
was overburdened and incapa-
ble of  serving the thousands of  
low-income families and indi-
viduals who applied for housing 
vouchers over the years. Only 
about 300 of  the 3,000 county 
vouchers are made available an-
nually to applicants on the wait-
ing list. That roll now numbers 
over 26,000, and the application 
window hasn’t been closed since 
its opening in 1999, officials said.

“We’ve been frozen in time 
for 20 years,” said Margaret Van 

Officials propose switch  
to lottery-based system 
for voucher housing
By WILL SCHMITT
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SONOMA COUNTY

Big turnover at top 
of law enforcement 

“Excessive 
turnover 
can be a real 
challenge for 
a department 
and stability in 
the community. 
Stability at that 
rank is really 
important, ”  
said Healdsburg  
Police Chief  
Kevin Burke, 
who is the 
longest-serving 
active chief in 
the county. 
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Sonoma  
County 
Sheriff’s Lt. 
Ruben Martinez 
has been 
appointed 
Windsor’s 
new police 
chief. Four of 
the county’s 
five largest 
agencies are 
undergoing 
leadership 
changes.
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New Rohnert Park Department of Public Safety Director Tim Mattos holds an “all-hands” meeting with his department personnel on April 10. 

As chiefs stay less time, community members must reestablish contacts  

Sonoma County is experiencing unprecedent-
ed turnover at the top of  its law enforcement 
agencies, with new or pending leadership 

changes at four of  its five largest departments and 
altogether nine new or soon-to-be new chiefs across 
all 13 agencies.

The changes include the county’s largest single 
agency, the Sheriff’s Office, with Sheriff Mark Es-
sick now in his fifth month on the job. They extend 
to Rohnert Park Chief Tim Mattos and Santa Rosa 
CHP Commander Ari Wolfe, who also started in 
January. Windsor will have a new chief  this week 
and Santa Rosa is expected to need one by August 
with the pending retirement of  Hank Schreeder. 

Three other chiefs started top jobs last July, in 
Sonoma and at Sonoma State University and Santa 
Rosa Junior College. Cloverdale is in the process of  
hiring a permanent chief  of  police. 

Sonoma County last witnessed a nearly com-
parable turnover in law enforcement leadership 
about a decade ago, when more than half  of  the 
area’s chiefs left their posts over the course of  a few 
months. 

The greater ongoing shift comes as shorter 
tenures for police chiefs become the new norm 
statewide, a trend driven in part by lucrative retire-
ment benefits that allow top police officials to retire 
around age 50 with their maximum pension, as 
most have close to 30 years of  work history at that 
point.

With many chiefs close to retirement age by the 
time they are qualified to lead a department, con-
tracts for the top job are typically for short terms, 
veterans in the field say. Plus, the demands of  an 
increasingly political job — even for police chiefs, 
all of  whom are appointed in the county — also 
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CARACAS, Venezuela — Ven-
ezuelan opposition leader Juan 
Guaidó on Saturday acknowl-
edged errors made in attempt-
ing to stir a military uprising, 
and did not discard a U.S. mili-
tary option in Venezuela along-
side domestic forces — saying 
he would take any such offer 
from Washington to a vote in the 
country’s National Assembly.

After a dramatic week that 
saw a clandestine plan to oust 
President Nicolás Maduro 
fall apart on Tuesday, Guaidó  

Venezuela’s 
opposition 
admits errors 
By ANTHONY FAIOLA
WASHINGTON POST

Medieval scholars battling tide of nationalism

Each May, some 3,000 people descend on 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, for the International 
Congress on Medieval Studies, which brings 
together academics and enthusiasts for four 
days of  scholarly panels, performances and 
after-hours mead drinking.

But in recent years, the gathering affec-
tionately known as “K’zoo” — and the field of  

medieval studies itself  — has been shadowed 
by conflicts right out of  the 21st century.

Since the 2016 presidential election, 
scholars have hotly debated the best way to 
counter the “weaponization” of  the Middle 
Ages by a rising tide of  far-right extrem-
ists, whether it’s white nationalist march-
ers in Charlottesville, Virginia, displaying 
medieval symbols or the white terrorist 
who murdered 50 people at two mosques in 
Christchurch, New Zealand, using weapons 
inscribed with references to the Crusades.

And hanging over it all is an even more 
fraught question: Does medieval studies 
have a white supremacy problem of  its own?

To some scholars, the answer is yes, and 

not just because the field is overwhelmingly 
white. Scholarship on the Middle Ages, they 
argue, helped create the idea of  white Euro-
pean superiority and still bolsters it today. 
There have been calls to “decolonize” me-
dieval studies by confronting the structural 
racism that has kept both nonwhite scholars 
and nonwhite perspectives outside its gates.

On the other side are those who see the 
field as under siege by activists seeking to 
replace scholarship with ritualistic denun-
ciations of  white male privilege, pursued 
with a with-us-or-against-us zeal.

There have been vitriolic blog  

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Amid rise of far right, some say 
study of Middle Ages helped 
create notion of white superiority


