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JUSTIFY’S DAY AT DERBY » Unbeaten 
colt edges out Good Magic for win.  C1

FATE OF MEASURE C » Napa County 
voters to decide on vineyard limits. E1
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MEET THE BIKE MAKERS: Sonoma County is  
home to some of the nation’s preeminent  
independent bicycle-frame craftsmen / D1
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TURN TO BEARS » PAGE A2

GENOA, Nevada — There are 
certain axioms about the natu-
ral world we learn as children. 
The sea is salty. Plants grow to-
ward light. Bears hibernate in 
winter.

But as climate change leads 
to warmer winters, later falls 
and earlier springs — which can 
disrupt both food supplies and 
biological rhythms — American 
black bears are changing their 
hibernation routines, scientists 

say. In some cases, bears are not 
hibernating at all, staying awake 
all winter. In others, bears are 
waking from their slumber too 
early.

For every 1 degree Celsius 
that minimum temperatures 
increase in winter, bears hiber-
nate for six fewer days, a study 
found last fall. As global tem-
peratures continue to rise, by 
the middle of  the century black 
bears may stay awake between 
15 and 39 more days per year, the 

As winter warms, sleepless 
bears getting into trouble
By KENDRA PIERRE-LOUIS
NEW YORK TIMES

Fixer behind Trump’s empire

NEW YORK — He was a 
personal-injury lawyer who 
often worked out of  taxi offices 
scattered around New York City. 
And then there was his office on 
the 26th floor of  Trump Tower, 
right next to the one belonging 

to Donald Trump.
Before he joined the Trump 

Organization and became 
Trump’s lawyer and fixer, Michael 
Cohen was a hard-edge personal-
injury attorney and businessman. 

Now a significant portion of  his 
quarter-century business record 
is under the microscope of  federal 
prosecutors.

Cohen’s businesses are private 
entities, making it difficult to get 
a full picture of  their finances 
and operations. But a New York 
Times review of  thousands of  
pages of  public records, and in-
terviews with bankers, lawyers 
and businessmen who have in-
teracted with Cohen, reveal the 
degree to which he has often op-
erated in the backwaters of  the 

By WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM, 
DANNY HAKIM AND 
BRIAN M. ROSENTHAL
NEW YORK TIMES
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LAWYER’S DEALINGS » 
Cohen is a real estate, 
taxi baron in own right

Michael  
Cohen 

Donald 
Trump
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Bringing Change
SONOMA COUNTY SHERIFF’S RACE » CANDIDATES FACE CHALLENGE

JOHN MUTZ
Age: 69
Home: Unincorporated Sebastopol 
Occupation: Executive coach 

“Our challenge is to 
make sure we bring 
people in with a deep 
sense of service and 
humanity and to also 
make sure they don’t 
lose that in the course 
of their experience 
with the challenges 
they meet on  
the street.”

ERNESTO OLIVARES 
Age: 60
Home: Santa Rosa 
Occupation: Santa Rosa city councilman, 
nonprofit executive 

“How do you engage 
the immigrant 
community in policies 
that impact them? 
How would you like 
to see us use body-
worn cameras?  
These are examples 
of how you involve 
the community.”

MARK ESSICK 
Age: 48 
Home: Cloverdale 
Occupation: Sonoma County sheriff’s captain 

“As a sheriff you get 
elected because of the 
good stuff the patrol 
division does. The 
sheriff maintains a 
seat because of the 
good work fighting 
crime. And the 
quickest way to lose 
your job is to neglect 
the jail.”

ONLINE Hear the candidates explain why they believe they would be the best man to lead Sonoma County’s largest law enforcement agency at pressdemocrat.com

Three men vying to become the next Sonoma County sheriff 
give voters the first opportunity in more than 25 years to 
choose a new leader for the county’s largest law enforcement 
agency. Sonoma County Sheriff’s Capt. Mark Essick, executive 
coach and retired Los Angeles Police Capt. John Mutz, and 
current Santa Rosa City Councilman and retired Santa Rosa 
Police Lt. Ernesto Olivares are all running on platforms  
to improve police-community relationships. 
Stories by JULIE JOHNSON  THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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