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CRASH IN RUSSIA: Jet 
forced to make hard 
landing in Moscow bursts 
into flames after hitting 
ground; 41 dead / A8

INSIDE

Trump: No Mueller testimony

PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Yamilet Reyes, 17, and her brother Haziel, 3, attend the Cinco de Mayo celebration at the Roseland Village Shopping Center in Santa Rosa on 
Sunday. Cinco de Mayo celebrates the Mexican Army’s victory over the French Empire at the Battle of Puebla in 1862.

Party for a proud people
CINCO DE MAYO » Family-friendly festival in Santa Rosa’s Roseland area 
celebrates Mexican heritage on the anniversary of an 1862 battle victory

There are arguably no 
better tokens of  a culture 
than its food and music. 

For some, the annual Cinco 
de Mayo celebration is all about 
the churros, chicharrones de 
harina, enchiladas Micho-
acánas, tacos de barbacoa and 
all manner of  flavors worth 
waiting for in the long lines that 
took over Santa Rosa’s Rose-
land Village shopping center on 
Sunday.

For many others in the 
crowd, it was the tradition-
al dance and songs at the 
family-friendly festival that 
transported them back to their 

homeland or that of  their 
family. 

Watching her 7-year-old 
daughter in a traditional white 
lace dress dance on stage to the 
classic ballad “La Bruja,” Fa-
viola Gonzalez said she felt she 
was fulfilling her duty connect-
ing her American-born child to 
her Mexican family’s culture. 

“Every time I see her dance, 
my heart beats so fast. It feels 
like it’s going to jump out,” said 
Gonzalez, 36, of  Rohnert Park. 
“I want her to feel proud. I tell 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump reversed himself  
Sunday and said special coun-
sel Robert Mueller should not 
testify before Congress, setting 

up a potentially explosive con-
frontation with Democrats over 
presidential authority and the 
separation of  powers.

The president argued on 
Twitter that Mueller’s report 
on Russian interference in the 
2016 election — which found no 
conspiracy between Moscow 
and Trump’s campaign but did 
not exonerate the president on 
obstruction of  justice — was 
conclusive and that Congress 
and the American people did not 

need to hear from Mueller. “Bob 
Mueller should not testify,” he 
said. “No redos for the Dems!”

On Friday, Trump had said 
it was up to Attorney General 
William Barr whether Mueller 
testified. The president’s about-
face now puts new pressure on 
Barr, who must decide whether 
to accede to Trump’s call. Last 
week, Barr said he had no objec-
tion to Mueller testifying.

The conflict over Mueller 
escalates Trump’s fight with 

Democrats just as his re-elec-
tion campaign is taking shape. 
It comes on top of  numerous re-
fusals by the administration to 
turn over records to Congress, 
including a request for Trump’s 
tax returns. Trump has also 
balked at testimony from his 
former White House counsel, 
Donald McGahn.

Still, the confrontation over 
Mueller, however much it an-
tagonizes Democrats, could be 
short-lived. Mueller, who as spe-

cial counsel is an employee of  
the Justice Department, is like-
ly to finish his work this month. 
After that, any decision to testi-
fy before Congress would not be 
constrained by Barr, assuming 
the White House does not try to 
stop him by some other means, 
possibly through the courts.

Throughout the two-year in-
vestigation, Mueller has said 
virtually nothing in public. 

President reverses stance 
on appearance of special 
counsel before Congress
By MICHAEL TACKETT 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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By JULIE JOHNSON
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ONLINE
See a gallery of Sunday’s Cinco de 
Mayo festivities at presdemocrat.com

Olivia Estrada cooks flautas as she works the fryer at a food booth 
during Sunday’s Cinco de Mayo celebration.

WASHINGTON — In 
addition to cooking, praying 
and decorating, some Muslims 
around the country are 
preparing for the holy month of  
Ramadan, which began Sunday 
night, in a solemn new way: 

active shooter training.
A string of  recent high-pro-

file attacks on houses of  wor-
ship, including one in March 
in Christchurch, New Zealand, 
that killed 51 Muslim worship-
ers, has led more U.S. mosques 
this year to take up the topic of  
security. Their approaches in-
clude conducting preparedness 
drills, hiring armed or under-
cover security officers, training 
volunteers, installing cameras 
and adding locks.

Mosques on edge as Ramadan begins
Security measures grow 
at US Muslim sites since 
New Zealand attack  
By MICHELLE BOORSTEIN  
AND JULIE ZAUZMER
WASHINGTON POST

Security 
procedures 
are being 
enhanced at 
many houses 
of worship, 
such as the 
Diyanet Center 
of America 
in Lanham, 
Maryland.

MARVIN JOSEPH 
WASHINGTON POST
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Toll 
rises in 
Mideast 
violence

JERUSALEM — Israel and 
Hamas hurtled into their dead-
liest bout of  fighting in five 
years on Sunday as Palestinian 
militants launched a barrage of  
more than 600 rockets and Isra-
el responded with airstrikes on 
more than 300 targets.

Four Israeli civilians were 
killed, the first from rocket fire 
from Gaza since 2014. Twen-
ty-three Palestinians died. The 
exchange threatened to push 
the sides toward a new war and 
derail efforts to broker a lon-
ger-term truce. Mediation over 
a new ceasefire was underway 
Sunday night.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu spent much 
of  the day locked in a 4½-hour 
emergency meeting with his se-
curity cabinet. He said he had 
instructed the military to con-
tinue strikes and prepare “for 
the next stages.”

Earlier Sunday, Netanyahu 
said he had ordered “massive at-
tacks against terrorist elements 
in the Gaza Strip.”

Eli Cohen, minister for the 
economy and a security cabinet 
member, said the meeting ended 
with a “clear decision.”

“We are preparing for a cam-
paign against Hamas and Islam-
ic Jihad, and we will extract a 
price from them they have not 
experienced yet,” he said.

Israel generally holds Hamas, 
which controls Gaza, responsi-
ble for any rocket fire from the 
area. But the Israeli military 
said Islamic Jihad, the second 
largest militant faction in Gaza, 
had instigated the violence.

Deadliest fighting  
since 2014 as Hamas 
and Israel trade blows
By LOVEDAY MORRIS 
AND RUTH EGLASH
WASHINGTON POST
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