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SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

Bracing for ripples in water rates ruling
City officials looking to spur
conservation questioning if, how
tiered structure might change
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DE MO C RAT

A recent court ruling casting
doubt on the legality of tiered water
rates in San Juan Capistrano could
have broad implications for the price
of water in Sonoma County, where
most cities also have rates that in-

crease with usage to encourage conservation.
All Sonoma County cities except
Healdsburg charge residential customers rates that go up when they
use more water, a structure that
came under fire from a small band
of San Juan Capistrano ratepayers
who branded Orange County city’s
higher rates arbitrary.
They argued that the city’s rates,
the highest of which are nearly quadruple the lowest, violated Proposition 218, the 1996 law intended to protect taxpayers from unfair fees.

Gunman
proved
elusive
to FBI

They sued and won, and two
weeks ago won again at the appellate
court level, making water managers
across the state sit up and take notice. Gov. Jerry Brown, who is trying
to guide the state through its fourth
year of drought, blasted the ruling
as putting a “straitjacket” on local
conservation efforts “at a time when
maximum flexibility is needed.”
Ever since, cities around the state
have been trying to figure out what
the ruling means for their rate structures.
“There has been a lot of head-

scratching in the last two weeks,”
said Bob Reed, president of the Reed
Group, a consulting firm used by several North Bay cities to help establish
and justify utility rates.
Some officials view the ruling as
specific to San Juan Capistrano and
how it imposed its rates, not a broad
indictment of tiered water rates or
a sign that local rates will have to
change.
“It’s a San Juan Capistrano case,
and it applies to San Juan Capistrano,” said Dan St. John, director of

WATER IN
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■ Town Council
on Wednesday
enacted an
emergency rule
restricing lawn
watering to no
more than three
days per week in
light of statewide
drought. B1
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MENTAL HEALTH: In hopes of offering more modern and humane emergency
services, county gearing up for move to new SR facility in fall

Care in transition

Long before Texas shooting
at cartoon contest, man had
been investigated by agents
By SCOTT SHANE
and FERNANDA SANTOS
NEW YORK TI ME S

WASHINGTON — Between
2006 and 2009, long before he
would briefly become infamous, Elton Simpson spent
many hours sitting in the Kabob
Palace, a Phoenix restaurant,
earnestly explaining Islam
to a Sudanese
friend who said
he had converted to the faith.
They
talked about basic
principles
of
the
religion,
Elton
according
to
Simpson
court records,
One of two
and also about
gunmen killed
jihad and what
by police after a
shooting Sunday Simpson saw as
the obligation
in Texas
to fight to defend the faith in places like Somalia, where he believed Muslims were under attack.
The friend, Dabla Deng, listened carefully, asked questions
and did not let on that he was
wearing a wire, recording every
word and being paid by the FBI
for his efforts. For 330 conversations lasting hundreds of hours,
Deng was paid a total of $132,000
with the sole purpose of catching Simpson in a crime.
The case fizzled. A judge sentenced Simpson to probation in
2011 on a single count of making
a false statement. He appears to
have complied with probation

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

People walk Monday in the main hallway of Sonoma County’s mental health center on Chanate Road in Santa Rosa. Built in 1938, the
facilty originally housed tuberculosis patients. The county will be relocating its mental health services to a new site in the fall.
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
T H E PR E SS DE M OC R AT

F

rom the outside, 3322 Chanate Road is
not a bad-looking place. It’s a rather
handsome structure, with a California
mission-style red-tile roof and a low, single-story profile that sits unobtrusively atop
a sloping wooded hillside.
But it’s entirely something else inside the
building that houses the county’s psychiatric
emergency services, or PES. The beige walls
and floors, dreary hallways and cramped
rooms invoke a frightful institutional feeling.

“I know how I would feel if someone pulled
me out of my life and brought me here,” said
Stephen Parsons, client case manager for the
agency.
Parsons said there’s nothing welcoming or
comforting about the facility, which is used
to treat 4,500 people annually who suffer
from psychosis, severe depression, bipolar
disorder, schizophrenia and co-occurring
substance abuse.
Built as a remote tuberculosis sanatorium
in 1938, the building has outworn its usefulness, Parsons and other county mental health
TURN TO CARE, PAGE A7

MOVE IN WORKS

Current site: At 7,000
square feet, the Chanate
Road facility with 12 beds
for patients offers psychiatric
emergency services.
New site: At 15,000 square
feet, the Sebastopol Road
facility will have 12 beds and
will add six beds every six
months to reach a total of
30 beds. It will take a crisis
stabilization approach.
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Report: Likely Patriots deflated footballs, Brady knew

INSIDE
SANTA ROSA
High 74, Low 48

By KEN BELSON
N E W YO R K T I M E S

THE WEATHER, B8

Business
Classified
Comics
Crossword
Editorial
Lotto

E1
E3
E8
E7
B6
A2

Movies
E7
Obituaries B3
Opinion
B7
Smith
B1
State news A4
TV
C7

©2015 The Press Democrat

The results of a nearly fourmonth investigation stated that
“it is more probable than not”
that New England Patriots personnel intentionally deflated
footballs to gain an advantage
against the Indianapolis Colts
in the AFC championship game
in January, and that Tom Brady,
the Super Bowl’s Most Valuable
Player, was probably aware of it.
No penalties have been announced by the NFL.

The investigation, which was
conducted by Ted Wells and the
law firm Paul, Weiss, Rifkind,
Wharton & Garrison, concluded
that it was probable that Patriots personnel were “involved in
a deliberate effort to circumvent
the rules.”
The report, which was released Wednesday, said that Jim
McNally, an attendant in the
officials’ locker room, and John
Jastremski, an equipment assistant, were involved in releasing
air from the footballs. It said
TURN TO PATRIOTS, PAGE A6

INSIDE
■ Analysis:
Quarterback
cheated and lied
about it; only the
consequences are
up for debate. C5
Patriots
quarterback
Tom Brady
celebrates
after Super
Bowl XLIX.
MICHAEL CONROY
/ Associated Press, file
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Just Got Better!

More Perks for Playing Your Favorite Slots and Table Games
VIP Events • Bigger Discounts • Exclusive Offers

15 MILES NORTH OF CALISTOGA ON HWY 29

See the Harvest Club for details.

Must be 21 or older. Management reserves all rights.
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